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PREFACE BY THE EDITOR. 



The manuscript papers, or rather manuscript books, 
constituting the Diary from which the following Narra- 
tive is taken, were put into my hands by the representa- 
tive of their much-respected writer, merely as a curious 
specimen of old-fashioned times, the perusal of which 
might amuse me. On reading the manuscripts I found 
not only amusement, which may be called the least 
worthy effect of any written production, but a deep and 
affecting interest ; — such as a man might feel while 
listening, at his own comfortable fireside, to the strange 
adventures and hairbreadth escapes of some dear and 
long absent friend, just returned to his kinsfolk and 
neighbours, after a widely wandering and checkered 
.travel in distant lands. 

Thus impressed, I ventured to recommend the publi- 
cation of Sir Edward Seaward's Diary to its owner. He 
smiled, and objected, saying, "He should expect the 
spirit of the worthy knight would haunt him to his dying 
day, did he make such an exposition of family history, 
and of the unpretending abilities, as an author, of the 
journalist himself, who had evidently penned it for no 
other eyes than those of his kindred." 

But this delicacy was afterward persuaded to the de- 
ared point, by the judgment of a person whom he held 
in the highest respect, and by the very arguments which 
my friend had used as objections ; namely, the unpre- 
tending simplicity of the relation, the family events de- 
scribed in it, as well as those of an extraordinary or 
more general nature ; also its sound and truly British 

Erinciples, religious and moral. The style is certainly 
omely, but not that of an ignorant man ; the Diary 
being kept in the common diction of genteel persons 
in those times, respectably educated, but without aim at 
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the elegance of a man of letters. The manner of th^ 
Narrative ma^ sometimes be found a little too particular ; 
yet it is what might be expected in a careful, and there- 
fore minute, record of dsuly occurrences. That it was 
b^un with no other view than to keep such a table of 
reference for the writer's own future use, appears from 
certain internal evidence in the early part of the journal 
itself; and that it was afterward completed for a dearer 
object, a note which was annexed to it most affectingly 
shows. 

t shall here mention, that, besides the regular Diary- 
books in the possession of my friend, there are man^ 
loose papers in the same case with them ; by which it 
appears that Sir Edward Seaward was bom in the year 
1710 of 1711, and departed this life in the year 1774, 
at his seat in Gloucestershire, His wife, so affection- 
ately referred to by him throughout, was removed from 
earth to heaven, not long after their last visit to London, 
in the spring of 1749. And there is a note or memo- 
randum concerning the mournful event, as I mentioned 
before, appended to the first book of the Diary, of 
which the following is a copy : — 

** I feel her loss so deeply, that nothing less than the 
power of (Jod could support me under my bereavement. 
But I live in the certain hope of meeting her again, and 
for ever, in the mansions of the blessed. And I thank 
her Heavenly Father and mine, that he has put it into 
my mind to set in order the narrative of my life, to 
amuse me the while. For, in so doing, I seem to live 
my days over again with her who was everything to me 
on earth. And in this I hot only find consolation, but 
[Sometimes feel a bright sunshine, like one of her own 
smiles, warm the sepulchral chamber of my heart. 
Should my nephews and nieces read it, when I am 
again with her; they will the better know her worth, 
whose tender regara fostered their infancy, in those dear 
islands where with her I found an earthly paradise, and 
lived in a sacred happiness, without alloy^ 

*' 10th Feb. 1756^7." 
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At the earnest desire of my fHend the possessor of 
this interesting manuscript, I cheerfiilly undertook the 
tesk of being its editor ; but my task has been li^it, 
being chiefly confined to alterations in the old ^style of 
orthography to that of the present standard ; and a little 
amilar change, where the antiquated grammatical, or 
rather anti-grammatical construction presented any awk- 
wardness. I have also divided the Narrative into chap- 
ters, for the convenience of resting pauses for the reader ; 
and, to facilitate reference, have given a table of con- 
tents annexed to each volume. 

In the earlier part of the Diary, from the 1st of Jan- 
uary to the middle of March, the date of the past, and 
what was very soon after fixed on for that of the pre- 
sent year, are both preserved at the head of the pages : 
a mode of dating, which, I believe, arose out of an an- 
cient custom of beginning the year at the vernal equinox ; 
and we see in the Spectator that Addison, who lived a little 
before Sir Edward Seaward's time, used the double dates 
during the three early months of the year. The ori- 
ginal Diary, and consequently this published Narrative, 
copied almost word for word from it, is very precise in 
its dates ; noting even the days of the week by name in 
their regular passing, not only as to private but public 
occurrences. It is also equally correct in the topogrs^hy 
of places on land, and in their maritime positions on the 
ocean. 

The islands which form so large an object of interest 
in the work, may be found in old charts in the neighbour- 
hood of the Seranillas ; but until Sir Edward Seaward, 
on being cast ashore there, discovered them to be habit- 
able, they had been marked down as a cluster of barren 
rocks only, whose dangerous reef warned ships to avoid 
them. The important consequences of this discovery 
may be subjects of useful reflection to British statesmen, 
even in the present day. 

It would be forestalling the interest of the reader, 
were any closer remarks made here on the events of the 
Narrative ; but I cannot refrain from pointing attention 
to the home-policy of the upright Governor of Seaward 
Island, with regard to its engrafted ne^o ^^^xi^saiLvsiv. 
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It appears 60 competent, with some modifications, to 
meet the united demands of the right of property in the 
(it may be hoped) last race of imported slaves in our 
possessions, and the brotherly pleadings of a general 
humanity, that I would venture to recommend it to the 
particular consideration of all sincere friends to the poor 
sons of Africa, whether those friends be in England or 
the Western World. 

Besides this predominant feature, there are some other 
circumstances in the Narrative, so full of a peculiar 
interest, by leading us behind the curtain, both in the 
couit and cabinet of George II. ; and likewise on the 
famous scenes of battle, whether under tent or sail 
canvass, on the Spanish Main, nearly a hundred years 
ago ; that I can hardly forbear from expatiating on their 
admirable painting, both with regard to the events them- 
selves and the living personages to whom they introduce 
us. These parts remind me of the pictures of Hogarth 
and of Wilkie ; bringing before us the incident and the 
actors just as they were, simple, natural, and true to the 
fact. 

There is a circumstance connected with the integrity 
of the narrative, which I do not deem necessary to men- 
tion to the reader in this preface : he will learn it in its 
proper plape, towards the conclusion of the work ; and 
there, his own judgment w^ill at once recognise the ad- 
vantage of not having had it anticipated here. 

The EdftoBc 

Esker, March, 1831. 
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SIR EDWARD SEAWARD'S 



NARRATIVE. 



CHAPTER I. 



Born of loyal and honest parents, whose means were just 
sufficient to give a common education to their children, I 
have neither to boast of pedigree nor of learning ; yet 
they bequeathed to me a better inheritance — a stout con. 
stitution, a peaceable disposition, and a proper sense of 
what is due to my superiors and equals ; for such an in- 
heritance I am grateful to God, and to them. 

I bad not lefl school long when I felt an inclination to 
see foreign parts, and under this impression I desired ear- 
nestly to go to sea ; but my poor dear mother would not 
hear of it, and I couM not Hnd it in my heart to grieve her, 
even for a moment : so I yielded up my inclination to my 
duty, and during two years was content to assist my father 
in the management of his little farm ; taking the diversions 
of fishing and shooting, in their seasons, by way of amuse- 
ment and recreation. At the expiration of this time, my 
paternal uncle sent for me to Bristol, and placed mc in 
his counting-house. Within a year from this event, I lost 
my dear mother ; on which occasion I returned to my pa. 
ternal roof, to console my remaining parent, with whom 
I remained a few months. During my stay on this melan- 
choly occasion, I took some little part in the farm business; 
but having many unoccupied hours, I passed most of them 
with our benevolent pastor, my former kind schoolmaster, 
the Reverend Mr. WiUiam Gojdsmith ; between whose 
amiable family and niy father's, there had existed the 
kindest feeling from our infancy ; and these • additional 
happy hours improved it on my part and on theirs. 

Vol. I. 2 
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14 SIB EDWARD SEAWABD's NABBATIVE. 

One morning, as ray father and I were talking over 1113^ 
future prospects in life, I receive^ a letter from my uncle, 
in which be stated that hq wanted me to go to Virginia in 
one of his vessels as supercargo. I was delighted with the 
proposal ; to which my dear father made no objection, as 
he might hope soon to see me again. In a few days I 
took leave of our friends at the parsonage, and of my own 
family. At parting, my father gave me his blessing and 
my mother's Bible ; and with these much valued gifts, I 
left the village of my education and nativity. 

My uncle received me kindly, and took much pains to 
instruct me in the business whieh he had appointed me to 
manage. I was delighted with every thing connected with 
my preparation for the voyage, and I sailed on the 5lh pf 
April, 1733, in the Mary brig, for America, with an assort.* 
ment of goods. 

VYc arrived in the Chesapeak Bay on the 2d of June,. 
, which was considered a good passage, and on the following 
day proceeded .up the river to Baltimore, On my arrival, 
our correspondent was civil to me, but that was all. He 
did not like a supercargo being sent in the vessel, and 
therefore threw. many obstacles in the way of my disposing 
of the cargo, an,d of purchasing tobaccos to advantqge ; 
but owing to the friendship of a Scotch merchant, of whom 
our correspondent in consequence became jealous, I ex- 
perienced in a short time that conduct from him which he 
should have observed to me at first. I did not, however, 
resent his former behaviour, but received the assistance 
he was disponed to render me in perfect ^ood humour, 
and thanked him for each instance of his attention and 
kind offices. My cargo was at length completed to my 
satisfaction, and our correspondent gave me reason to 
think I had gained his esteem before we parted. He made 
me a present of a Virginia nightingale ; a beautiful red 
bird, about the size of a thrush, with a feathery crest. 
'* This," said 1 to myself, "is for my aunt." I should have 
liked to have procured another for Eliza Goldsmith ; but 
IIS I could not bring one for each of her sisters and my 
own also, I prudently gave up the wish. But I got some 
capital tobacco seed, which, with a few heads of Indian 
corn, and a few pumpkin seeds, I put up ; intended for my 
poor dear father to try them on his farm, as I tjiouglit 
those plants might perhaps thrive well in England. 
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On the 8th of August I took leave of my friends at Bal- 
timore : and afler a stormy passage, but with a fair wind 
generdHy, we arrived at the port of Bristol on the 15th of 
Septcimher; to the great surprise and delight of my uncle, 
who did not expect the brig at least for a month to come. 
i was much elated by the novelty and success of my voy- 
age, and hastened to the town as soon as we dropped an- 
chor in Kingroad. Quick as my movements were, he had 
received notice of my coming, so that he met me at the 
door of his house. A crape on his hat arrested my atten- 
tion. I cast my subdued eye, heart-struck, on it, theif, 
looking at him earnestly, said, " Have I lost my father ?^ 
Without answering, he turned and werit into the hoiisrf, 
and I followed him. ** God's will b6 doiie, Nted !" said he 
to me ; " how many hogsheads of tobacco have you 
brought home 7" " My dear uncle," I replied, '* my heart 
is too full to speak on business at present ; let me retire 
for a few minutes, or go and see my aunt, and after that I 
will give you every information you desire." Saying this, 
I ieft him in the passage, and went into the parlour, where 
I found my aunt ; who always had been kind to me, but 
now she was doubly so ; she wiped the tear from my eye, 
and endeavoured to stay my grief by every comforting ex- 
pression that goodness could suggest ; but nature would 
pay the tribute of sorrowing, in spite of every attempt to 
prevent it. My aunt, perhaps, now tired of saying the 
^ame thing over and over again, lefl me alone. In a short 
time I began to feel myself composed, and my aunt rd-. 
turning, ,told me the particulars of my dear old father's ill- 
ness and death ; which had taken place a month before. 
Tea was brought in, and my uncle followed it. He took 
me by the hand, saying, " Poor Ned ! thou hast a tender 
heart ; poor boy ! — but thy father was a good father, Ned, 
and it is honest and creditable to thee to show decent sor- 
row for the loss of such a parent : but he hasn't left thee 
any thing, Ned ; what little he had, he has bequeathed to 
thy brother and sisters ; they are young, thou knowest : 
he thought thee might get thy own bread ■ ■ ■"— " And 
he thought right, I hope, dear uncle," I replied ; " he did 
righteously ; and I revere his memory the more for taking 
care of the most helpless." — " But how many hogsheads 
of tobacco didst thou bring home, Ned ?" " Three hun- 
iLred; sir ; but if you will allow me till aHer tea, 1 will then 
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go with you into the counting-house, and give you every 
information you require respecting the cargo and the voy- 
age." — " Wouldst like to go again, Ned?" — "Yes, sir, 
certainly, if it be your wish : after I have made a short vi- 
sit to my brother and sisters, I should be very glad to make 
a second voyage." — " I don't think thee' 11 go to Virginia 
again, Ned ; here is a letter for thee from my son Tom, 
at the Bay of Honduras, and I think thee will find a pro- 
posal there more to thy mind." I thought it right to do 
as he wished, and instantly read the letter, which, although 
from a near kinsman, was quite a letter of business ; pro- 
posing that I should join him at Honduras, and that he would 
give me a share of the profits, if I would reside there, and 
allow him to return to England : he would take the part in 
England his father had been doing, and I should step into 
his shoes there, as his father wished to retire. I required 
time to consider of it ; and soon afler going with my uncle 
to the counting-house, entered into a detail on the subject 
of tny recent voyage. Throughout he was well satisfied, 
and frequently said, I was " no fool :" which e;spression, 
from him, meant no ordinary compliment. 

On the next day he asked me if I bad made up my mind 
on the proposal of going to Honduras. I said I had been 
turning the subject over in my mind, and found that I could 
say nothing about it. " What dost mean by that ?" ex- 
claimed my uncle, testily. " I mean, sir," said I, " that 
as I neither have money, nor any thing else, but what I 
derive from you, that it does not become me to say any 
thing about it, further than I am ready to do whatever you 
may think me qualified to undertake, and that may be for 
my welfare."— "That'll do, Ned," said my uncle ; "I'll 
guide thee right, my boy ; and Tom is no churl, he will 
not grudge thee a good outfit, and thy fair earnings. But 
if. he were, am I not thy uncle, and his father ? and the 
staff is in my own hand ; I will make no difference be- 
tween him and thee ; thou art a good boy, Ned, and I lo- 
ved thy father ; and thou hast shown thy willingness to lean 
on me, and be guided by me, and I will not disappoint 
thee in thy desire ; go into the country, and visit thy bro- 
ther and sisters ; and when thou returnest, the brig shall 
be ready to sail with an investment for Jamaica and the 
Bay." 
. The Virginia nightingale had been brought on shore 
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while I was closeted with my uncle. I had not said any 
thisg about it to my aunt, for fear of some accident hap- 
pening to it ; but I came into the parlour as she wad'' admir' 
ing it. «* La ! what a pretty bird, d^ar Edward': trtid 
have you brought that pretty bird for ?" cried she. " Fof 
you, aunt, to be sure ; for whom else could I bring it ?"— ^ 
^* Well, I thought so, dear Edward, but I was not quite 
sure : for young people do behave themselves so ungra- 
ciously now-a-days to their elder relatives, that I did al- 
most wrong thee, my dear boy." — " Nay, aunt ; you have 
always been kind to me, and I am indeed happy in this op- 
portunity of showing you that 1 remembered my aunt, 
when a wide sea divided me from her."—" So you have, 
Edward ; and you know I loVe you as a son. Will th^ 
bird talk, Edward — what do you call it, Edward ?" — " It 
is a Virginia nightingale, dear aunt." — " Oh ! then it is a 
singing bird?" — *' Yes, aunt, it sings a little ; but not so 
sweetly as our nightingale ; it has received a larger share 
of beauty from the hand of its Maker, than the nightin- 
gale of England, but oUr nightingale far exceeds it in me- 
lody." — « That is as it Should be, fidward — one handsome, 
another clever : to 'one riches are given ; to another 
health ; and so forth. God is wise and just, dear Edward ; 
but you have been taught to know all such things from 
your good mother, and Parson Goldsmith." "I hope so, 
aunt," I replied ; but have you any commands to Awbury 
(for so was then called the obscure village of my birth ;) 
1 am going there as soon as I have settled accounts. with 
my uncle as to what I have been doing in America." — " I 
will trouble you," said she, " witb a little parcel for the 
girls, and my love ; and if canst borrow a pillion, I should 
have no objection to go behind thee, and see what they ar^ 
all about." — This last part of my aunt's speech rather em* 
barrassed me. Much as I loved my aunt, I confess I felt 
no desire to ride a pillion horse on this occasion. But she 
was only jesting ; so that I had no reason to fear either 
vexation or detention from this source. 

In a few days I finished with my uncle, and then made 
arrangements for paying the intended visit to my friends, 
I set out on horseback with feehngs of a very sober kind ; 
and being alone, had much time for meditation as I rode 
on slowly. I looked back on the happy days of my boy- 
hood ; played with my fellows, in memory, on the ^ceen 

2* 
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before the school-house ; and called to mind some of the 
old people, and, among others, my honoured father, sitting 
beneath the venerable elm there, in its full maturity of 
three hundred years. I believed then that the world could 
not boast such a man, nor such a tree. I thought also, 
with pleasure, on my revered pastor and schoolmaster, 
who was meek and kind-hearted to all, and who managed 
to make his boys scholars without using either the birch 
or the ferula. He was, indeed, more anxious to teach us 
our duty than our Latin ; but he contrived to teach us both. 
The kindness of his nature seemed to kindle a kindred 
feeling throughout the school, so that we felt disposed to 
help each other, and did so, and lost nothing, but gained 
much, in the brotherly task : he loved my father ; and his 
family and ours were like one. The nearer I approach- 
ed the village the more impatient I became to arrive ; I 
thought on my sisters, and their friends his daughters, ev- 
ery moment with increasing emotion ; I gave Dobbin the 
spur, and gradually quickening my pace, came up to our 
gate at a brisk canter. My sisters received me most af- 
fectionately, and quickly sent for my brother, who happen- 
ed to be out. He came, and the meeting was affecting ; 
we saw ourselves all together, but our parents were no 
more with their children ; we looked on the place where 
they were wont to sit, and wept. 

By degrees my brother entered on family affairs ; and 
I soon mentioned to him my uncle's intention of settling 
me at Honduras as a merchant, and I expressed a hope 
that fortune would favour me so that I might be able to 
provide for my sisters. This kind sentiment toward them 
was as kindly received by them ; but the youngest said, 
she would not wait the event of fortune-making, but would 
go with me. " I will send for you, dear Maria," said I, 
"when I am fairly settled, if you then should like to 
come.'* — " I will go with you, Edward," she replied, " un- 
less you can prevail on Eliza Goldsmith to be your guardian 
angel." Though she said this playfully, and perhaps a 
little apprehensively, I felt as if electrified by the unex. ' 
pected appeal : certainly I had always been sensible, to a 
sentiment of a peculiar character for Eliza Goldsmith ; I 
felt that it was not exactly like that which I bore to my 
sister Maria,, though it seemed to connect their images in 
my thoughts.^ I had seen several beautiful and amiable 
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women abroad, but they could not bear comparison with 
Eliza Goldsmith ; Eliza's sweet smile was, in truth, always 
playing around me, and doubtless it was the memory of 
what that sweet smile so faithfully expressed, which had 
unconsciously fixed my affection. Thus, 1 had been calm, 
almost happy, during my absence from Eliza ; for nothing 
bad occurred to make me discover what lay hidden in my 
heart ; but now the tumult of my feelings awakened my 
suspicions, and my agitated answer confirmed Maria's : 
" Eliza Goldsmith," I said, " leave her happy home for 
loe ! leave father, sisters, for me !" and I believe I said 
the last words in a way that would have shown a child my 
adoring affection ; then I added, in an altered tone, *' Eliza 
Goldsmith would never think of Edward Seaward, as you^ 
seem to wish, Maria." 

I sighed deeply ; Maria smiled : but she soon grew 
serious, and said, ^' You know, Edward, that Eliza is sin- 
cerity itself; indeed, she has not a feeling that she need 
be ashamed to own.- From the hour that she became sen- 
sible to your decided preference to her, — ^your love, I will 
say, she never tried to hide her great affection for you." 

" Become sensible to my preference ! — my love !^ — Ma- 
ria, — I never thought, — never dared, — surely I never could 
have said any thing — — '* 

" Never purposely, I dare say, Edward," replied Ma- 
ria; "nor any thing that would be directly understood 
by other people ; but Eliza could not remain blind to what 
we all saw. It was plain to every one of us, that when 
Eliza was present, you never missed any other creature ; 
that you were even moth proud of her approbation than of 
dear Mr. Goldsmith's ; that you were always imagining 
how you could give her a pleasure. When she was sick, 
don't you remember hpw you watched every body's looks 
in the house, and how kind and affectionate you were to her 
after her illness ? It was not long afler her recovery, just 
when you went to Virginij^ that she told me she would die 
single, unless Heaven should bless her by making her your 
wife." 

^' Maria ! my dearest Maria 1"^ I said, and embraced her, 
not being able to complete what I wished to say. — ^While 
I kept silent, for I was wholly overcome with the sudden- 
ness and sweetness of this surprise, my sister went on 
telling me several things^, which were doubly grateful tc^ 
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my feelings as giving rae fresh proofs of Eliza's attach- 
ment, and of her superiority over all other women in that 
frankness which is only to be found in generous and noble 
characters. 

At last I recovered my ordinary powers, and thanking 
my sister for the kindness of showing me where I' might 
find a treasure beyond^valuation, I said, ** If H be really so, 
Maria, Edward Seaward is the happiest of happy men ! 
but to ask Eliza Goldsmith to go with me to such a climate ! 
to marry Eliza, and bury her amongst people that would 
not comprehend her ; no ! I cannot be so selfish. Did I 
not refuse to take you with me, my dear sister, because I 
love you ? and ought I not to let the same motive prevail 
against my wish for such a dear companion' ns Eliza ? I 
must not think of it ; I will act as becomes the pupil of her 
excellent father." 

"Well, well, this is all very fine," said my elder sister ; 
" but I think, before you make rash resolutions, you had 
better come with us to the parsonage, and see how you feel 
about it in Eliza's company." 

This remark set us all on foot ; and it being now nearly 
sunset, we went forth to visit the dearest friends of our 
earliest years. How happy was my old master to see me, 
how rejoiced the girls ! Eliza only was silent ; but as I 
took her hand there was something in its tremor, and in 
her shaded eyes, that showed there was an anxious feel, 
ing at her heart, which prevented her from entirely sharing 
her sisters' joy, or from welcoming me with the cheerful 
kindness they did. They talked, she was silent ; I was 
surprised, disappointed, bewildered ; it was not the recep- 
tion I had foolishly expected ; yet I endeavoured to keep 
my spirits elate ; but soon found I could not continue con. 
versation ; first I became silent, then serious, thep de* 
pressed. I now found that although I had not been six 
hours in the village, the Goldsmiths already knew of my 
intended residence in Americfi., and the subject was ac 
cordingly brought forward by thfem, and variously com- 
mented on. Each member of the family had a hope, a 
fear, or a solicitude to express. One sought to encourage 
me, another to dissuade me. from accepting my uncle's offer. 
Eliza remained silent ; I wished to know her opinion, but 
I had not the courage to say so. I suppose my looks 
askod for it ; for at length she said — 
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*< Edward, the providence of God is with you, whether 
in England or in the solitary desert ; be not dissuaded from 
doing that which in your own mind you may think right." 

There was a noble firmness in her voice as she said this, 
although her eyes had tears in them ; on meeting those 
sweet eyes, I got up from the place where I was sitting 
between my dear sister and Miss Goldsmith, and, seating 
myself beside Eliza, took her hand, and, turning toward 
her, would have spoken, but could not ; her hand trembled^ 
a little, yet she looked on me with a sweet and settled com- 
posure, which gradually shed a calm over my agitated 
feelings. 

I cannot now repeat what we said to each other about 
my removal to a distant land, having no distinct remem- 
brance of it, we were both so deeply moved ; all I am sure 
of is, that did hot speak of love. Our hearts, indeed, were 
already united ; and I think Eliza felt, as I did, that after 
this evening they never eould be separated. 

The tea called us round the table, over which we con- 
versed on past times with great delight. 

" Do you remember," said Eliza, *' when you taught me 
through this window, how to know the moon to be in its in- 
crease or in its wane 2" 

" I do remember it, dear Eliza," I replied ; " it was 
the young moon, a simple curved line, showing itself nearly, 
where the sun had set : and I remember — yes, I will re- 
member, the words you then said to me, as we looked upon 
it ; but I may not repeat them." — " O repeat them ! repeat 
them !'^ every one exclaimed ; " surely you cannot be 
ashamed of any thing Eliza said." — I looked at her, — the 
bright colour heightened on her cheeks, but she was not 
confused. " I will repeat them myself, Edward," said she, 
" as they must be told : I said, * You are my sun, dear Ed- 
ward, and I thy faithful moon, watching th&e in the west.' " 
— "That was precisely it, my dear Eliza," I rejoined ; "and 
may it be prophetic !" In these few ardent words, I had 
avowed my attachment, and finished the cruel struggle be- 
tween my desire of having her the consoling partner^ of 
my exile, and my unwillingness to take her from a peace- 
ful home. She was silent for a moment or two ; but her 
^yes spoke the while most eloquently ; she turned them 
alternately from her father to me, and resting them at 
last on me, said in a very low yet still firm voice^ " L h|f %i 
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long believed in your love for me, Edward Seaward ; now 
you assure me of it : to-morrow you leave Awbury ; 1 . 
cannot conceal what I feel at the possibility of another 
separation. — My father! my sisters !— you know his worth, 
you will not think hardly of your poor Eliza's delicacy, ff 
now, before you all, I confess my deep affection. Edward, 
dear Edward, I should pine and die, were you to go alone 
to the dreadful country you are destined for : May it now 
be our fate to live or die together." Before she finished 
I drew near her, and, snatching her hand, pressed it to 
my lips ; a hallowed tear, seen only by the eye of Him 
who looks into the heart, dropt on the hand : it was the 
seal of Edward's faith — it was not unperceived. I kissed 
that dear hand again and again, with difficulty articulating 
a few words of devoted affection, and sat down by het, with 
a delightful consciousness that she was mine. 

The feelings of all present were highly excited'; teari 
flowed apace, or stood in the eye of each, and my deair 
sister Maria kissed us both, weeping tears of joy. Mr. 
Goldsmith sat the while without speaking, but with a seriouli 
gravity which somewhat awed me ; yet his habitual kind- 
ness prevented his presence, or even his demeanour, being 
a check upon the honest sentiments of our united families 
on such an occasion ; and he knew the character of his 
youngest daughter too well, to impute her conduct to any 
thing but innate dignity and innocence. It was now his 
turn to add a word : — " My children," said he, " we will ' 
sleep on this, and talk it over to-morrow." — I passed the 
rest of the evening in conversing with Eliza. I told her, 
that she only had possession of my heart from my earliest 
years ; but that I did confess, I had not been cons6rous of 
'the QXtent and power of my affection until this very day, 
for that I did not dare to think of it as a motive to action. 
I could not venture to propose to myself taking her from 
safety into danger, and perhaps from happiness to misery ; 
but the honest avowal of her sentiments^ had at once de- 
cided me ; and on my return to my uncle I would tell him 
frankly, that without her I would not go to Honduras. 
This was well ; it was something like herself — frank, un- 
dissembling, and explicit : and flowing from the same pure 
j?ource of an unfeigned attachment. With these and such 
like conversations we passed the time, until our departure 
fdv the farm ; and our returning walk was even mor* 
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happy than when going thence, under the exhilarating in- 
fluence of high anticipation.- 

On the morrow we again visited our friends at the par- 
sonage, and spent the day with them, — a long and happy 
day, embracing the past, the present, and the future. I 
cannot trust myself to venture recounting the circumstan- 
ces of our delightful intercourse ; and a few days more, 
like to the last in sweetness but not intensity, completed 
my present visit to ray native village. I had arranged 
every thing with my revered tutor and pastor^ and he pro- 
mised to confide to me his beloved daughter. 

I left them early in the morning of the 26th of Septem. 
ber, with a promise quickly to return. My horse went 
lazily home, and. I felt no disposition to hurry him ; my 
thoughts took an opposite direction to that which occupied 
them when on my way to revisit those from wham I was 
now receding. 1 had my hopes and fears as to the future. 
The past was for the time blotted from my memory, if I 
except the happy days so lately passed at Awbury ; but 
those days seemed to constitute my present existence 

I arrived late in the evening at my uncle's, and wa#glad 
that he had gone to the club ; sO; after taking tea quietly 
with my aunt, I retired to rest. In the morning we met 
at breakfast : the old gentleman was happy to see me, 
talked over the business at Honduras, told me the brig was 
gietting ready that we were to touch at Jamaica, land some 
of the jcargo there, and take in lumber, with some other 
articles, for the Bay ; and that his correspondent at Kings- 
ton would put me in the way to obtain a few useful things 
for my better accommodation at St. George's Key ; where 
his son had resided for nearly a year, in little better than 
a negro hut ; and so forth. I heard him with a courteous 
attention, and then thought it right for the purpose now 
nearest my heart to say, " Dear uncle, may I ask you one 
or two questions ?" — " Certainly, Ned ! certainly ! a hun- 
dred, if you like, so they be short ones." — ** Then, first, 
uncle, how long do you suppose I may have to stay there ?" 
— " Till you make so much money, Ned, that you cannot 
spend it without coming to England : keep that in mind, 
boy: so make haste in your calling." — " Well but, sjr, thil 
may not be accomplished as long as I live." — " Oh yes, 
Ned, I don't think thee hast a great stomach for wealth." 
— " But, sir, you wished my questions to be short ; will 
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you make the answers so ? May I be five, or six, or seven, 
or ten years at St. George's Key ?" — " Yes, perhaps yea 
may ; not less than five or six years, certainly." — " Then, 
tny dear uncle, I should not like to live there a bachelor, 
and perhaps get into immoral connections, that would de- 
grade me in my own eyes, and in the opinion of those I love." 
The old gentleman laughed immoderately, stood up, held 
his sides, and laughed and coughed, exclaiming at interval!?, 
" Ned, you will be the death of me !" I knew not what to 
think of this ; but my aunt made him sit down, saying, 
<< Mr. Seaward, our nephew is right ; I like his sentiments." 
-^",He is an ass, and you are a fool !" he replied, looking 
raofbsely at her ; " I don't want any of yonr prudery and 
noftsense ; I will talk to hiin." The old lady walked out, 
and left us together. My heart sunk within me. In ima- 
gination I had already beheld my dear Eliza living with 
me in ease and affluence, enjoying the bright sunshine of 
my prosperity, under the patronage of my uncle. A cloud 
now hung over me, which I expected to burst with a thun- 
der-storm, the minute my aunt quitted the room. But my 
uncle was a wag in his way : he began to laugh immode- 
rately again ; then recovering himself, said, " It's better 
to marry than^burn ; eh, Ned I" and continued his laugh, 
ing fit. He was then able to resume : " That's it, Ned, 
«h ? but where is the wife to be had at so short a' notice ? 
We can't give an order for her — Bale, No. 1, marked E. 
S., Ned, eh ?" He then took another hearty laugh to him- 
self, and became quiet. I was now at ease, being con- 
vinced there was no surly humour on his part, but the 
contrary, and thought this was my auspicious moment. I 
at'oncetold him the whole affair of my engagement to 
Eliza Goldsmith. He heard me out, in a business-like 
manner ; and afler some pause said, '' Well, Ned, it's your 
affair, not mine ; and if you are bent on it, I'll do my part. 
How the speculation will turn out, thee don't know, and I 
can't tell thee : these sort of articles, that we take for bet. 
ter for worse, not being allowed to try the sample, don't 
always answer expectation ; but thee may'st be more for- 
tuna|^ than some other people ; and, as there is no time 
tOTOse, get thy bui^ness done ; and, if thee likes, we will 
put her and thee in the manifest." He finished by shaking 
me by the hand, kindly and warmly, saying, " Ned !. mar- 
ried or single, I will, always be as a father to thee, boy." 
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I hope I thanked him as I ought : I am sure if I thanked 
him as I wished, I did thank him as I ought. He desired 
me to return the next day to Awbury, and finish my busi- 
ness. 

On the morning of the next day, on wishing me a pros- 
perous journey, he put a little parcel into my hand for my 
bride, which I had the happiness to deliver before night ; 
it was a hundred-pound bank note, a very acceptable wed- 
ding present. Time pressed hard ; there was no leisure 
for calling in church ; I must return to Bristol, to employ 
a proctor to procure a license. My uncle, on seeing me, 
and learning the cause of my being back so soon was 
rather testy about loss of time ; it being- of great impor- 
tance to get the brig off, as the month of October was ad- 
vancing. I could not obtain the license under ten days ; 
but, that we might make the most of the interval, I re. 
quested my dear uncle and aunt, to invite my sister Maria 
and Eliza Goldsmith to Bristol, to have the opportunity of 
seeing their niece and my intended ; and, moreover, I con- 
sidered that the two young gentlewomen, in paying this 
visit, would be enabled to make a good use of my uncle's 
kind present for Eliza's outfit. My request was instantly 
complied with, and the invitation joyously accepted. 

My uncle was equally delighted with his niece and with 
her friend ; but Eliza was evidently my aunt's favourite : 
she went with her everywhere, chose every thing, bought 
every thing ; while the dear girl received with thankfulness 
the attentions of the old lady. 

The important paper was at length obtained ; and my 
worthy uncle, with his spouse, proposed to accompany us 
to Awbury. We set off, a happy party. Mr. Goldsmith 
received us with his usual kindness : the wedding followed; 
my unclie was in high spirits, which often burst forth in 
boisterous joy. He brought some "Bristol mans milk" 
with him, as he called it — old sherry wine, bought of Mr. 
Sheriff Glisson — and with this he made merry, and plied 
my good father-in-law beyond what he could well carry ; 
but it was a wedding merrymaking ; and he gave a hogs- 
head of beer to the villagers, and made it a happy day. 
On the morrow we took an affectionate leave of our dear 
friends : our feelings were deep and various ; there was 
little said at parting, but much expressed by that natural 
language, which the overflowing heart never fails to mani. 

Vol. I. 3 
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fest. My aunt and uqicle first stepped into the coach that 
was to convey us ; I then handed in my dear Eliza ; she 
had scarcely taken her seat, when an unexpected volunteer 
sprung in after her. " Who are you f' cried my uncle. 
** Ah, poor Fiddle," said Eliza, " I had overlooked you in 
taking leave of my friends." She patted him kindly, and 
was handing him out to the servant, when ihe dog (a 
beautiful little spaniel of King Charles's breed) turned back 
his head, to look once more on his favourite mistress, and 
whined so piteously, that my uncle, who observed it, ex- 
claimed, " No, no !" and stretching himself forward, so 
as to be heard by the group without, " let the little fellow- 
go with her ; he has a warm heart toward her, and a good 
one too. Dogs never change, though men sometimes do : 
no allusion to you, Ned." — " Take him, Eliza," they all 
said, and I more emphatically than all the rest. I was 
affected in witnessing the attachment of this dumb creature, 
to the one to whom I myself was so devotedly attached. 
My sister Maria and I then got into the carriage ; and, 
with many adieus from the windows, we set forward ; and, 
after a pleasing journey of a few hours, arrived at the door 
of my uncle. 

Next day we went soberly and diligently to work, to 
prepare for our departure. However, there was yet much 
to do. I had frequent conferences with my uncle at the 
counting-house ; and at length he gave me my instructions 
in writing, with letters to Mr. Dickinson at Kingston, and 
letters for my cousin at Honduras. 
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We sailed from Bristol on the 30th of October 1733, 
with a fine breeze from the eastward. On going down 
the river Avon in ' a boat, to join the brig at Kingroad, 
Eliza was charmed by the scenery on each side of the 
banks. St. Vincent's rocks presented a sublime object on 
the right side ; and those on the left, covered with wood 
from the water's edge to their summits, rivalled, by their 
beauty, the sublimity of the perpendicular precipices oppo- 
site. "^1 shall never forget this scene," she observed, "it 
is so impressive." She did not then know that a time was 
not far distant, when her abode would be uhder such a 
rock ; equally precipitous, but more gigantic. 

The wind was fair ; we sailed down the Bristol Chan- 
nel, with fine weather and smooth water. It blew fresh 
from the north-west, after passing Lundy Island ; and for 
ten days we proceeded jocundly : but a long conti^d^^ce 
of contrary wind, with rain soon after, as emblemattc of 
human life, altered our condition and our feelings. Eliza 
was very sick, and the captain was in bad humour ; so that 
we were far from comfortable : but the wind changed 
again, and .with it returned our lively sense of present 
happiness, if I may so express it. Such are the events 
that modify earthly enjoyment. In three weeks we^ot 
into the trade .winds : here, with studding-sails, low, and 
alofl, the vessel glided along smoothly and delightfully. 
In little more than five weeks, we passed through the Mona 
passage, between Porto Rico and Hispahiola ; and on the 
day six weeks of quitting the Bristol Channel, we made 
the east end of Jamaica. The high blue mountains pre- 
sented a most magnificent spectacle ; and when we ap» 
proached near enough to discern the trees and plantations, 
we were charmed by the superb face of the whole coun*. 
try. The sky was brilliant and cloudless, the breeze fair 
and refreshing ; our spirits were proportionally buoyant ; 
and as the vessel ran along shore fot Port Royal, all 
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the next day our delight was kept alive by the newness 
and vastness of the scenery which lay upon our right. 
The grand expanse of the ocean was no noveUy now to 
us, or we might have turned our back upon the shore to 
gaze upon it, as a suitable accompaniment to the sublime 
and beautiful land-scene which so totally absorbed us. 

A negro pilot came on board, as we neared Port RoyaL 
Eliza was a good deal struck by his appearance, and his 
manner, and way of speaking ; which, being nothing new 
to me, I hardly noticed ; I had seen such in Virginia, but 
to her there was much to interest ; he was to her mind's 
eye, at the moment, the representative of the whole negro 
population ; which drew from her some observations alike 
creditable to her head and heart. We soon hauled round 
Port Royal point ; the sandy foundation of a small town 
of little importance, but many years ago, on the space we 
now sailed over, its ancestor had stood, a place of great 
wealth and elegance ; and they say, like Sodom and Go- 
morrah, it became the seat of all licentiousness, and was 
sv*' allowed up by an earthquake in 1092. 

We had nothing to do at Port Royal, therefore did not 
drop anchor, but worked up to Kingston against the sea 
breeze ; and came to, off the town, just as the breeze was 
dying away. Mr. Dickinson, my uncle's friend, was ab- 
sent in the country at, his penn ; we therefore determined 
to remain on board all night, and did so. About nine 
o'clock next morning, we received a visit from him, and 
much courtesy ; he insisting that we should take up our 
residence at his penn during our stay in the island ; which 
we gladly accepted, and accordingly accompanied him oh 
shore ; and after 1 had delivered my letters to him, and 
made some arrangements with respect to the cargo, he 
drove myself and wife out into the country, where we were 
agreeably entertained by the hospitality of our friend, and 
the novelty of all we saw. , 

I returned with him in the morning to Kingston, to busi- 
ness, leaving my dear wife at the penn ; and this was our 
daily practice, going back again a little before supper 
time. The part of the cargo for the Jamaica market, was 
landed, American lumber, as planks, shingles, &c., to- 
gether with American flour in barrels, some maize or In- 
dian corn, together with island produce, as coffee, sugar, 
rum, d^c. recompleted the cargo for Honduras. Mr. Dick* 
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inson gave me aa appalling account of the place we were 
bound to : he said, St. George's Key, where my cousin re- 
sided, was nothing better than a large sand-bank ; and that 
the town of Belize on the main land, consisted of a few 
wretched houses on the south side of the river of that 
name ; and that the whole country, for nearly a hundred 
miles in every direction, was little better than a swamp 
covered with mangroves ; that there was neither beef nor 
mutton to be had ; that the inhabitants passed most of their 
time up th6 country, cutting logwood and mahogany ; that 
they lived on Irish salted provisions, American flour, and 
maize ; and looked to their fish, and turtle, as their only 
resource for, fresh provisions. This was a sad prospect. 
" No wonder," said !•, " that my cousin Tom desires to re- 
turn to England." I must confess, the account from Mr. 
Dickinson disheartened me not a little, and I thought it 
right not to conceal what I had heard from Eliza. "Well," 
said she, " but we shall be together, Edward ;' happiness 
is not meat nor drink, but peace and contentment; and 
under privations we may be induced to seek that happiness 
where alone it can be found." My heart owned the sup- 
port it had received ; I was again at ease, and, attended 
to the completion of our cargo with cheerfulness. 

All being ready on Saturday the 22d of December, the 
captain determined to sail the next day, viz., Sunday the 
23d, on which holy day, for some fanciful reason or super- 
stition, sailors like to put to sea. By Mr. Dickinson's 
advice, I was to buy two or three goats ; and as many 
fowls and ducks, and Guinea-fowl, as the coops would hold, 
for stock on our arrival at St. George's Key ; the proba- 
bility being that I should find " a plentiful scarcity," as he 
expressed it, of such things at my cousin's residence ; who, 
he said, lived like a Bay-man, on salt provisions and turtle. 
I was therefore to go into the negro market on Sunday, 
morning, the market day of Jamaica. I told Eliza of my 
object, and she desired to accompany me ; yet not without 
passing a just but severe censure on such an unchristian 
usage in a Christian colony. The market was held in a 
large street, and we saw it full of negroes, male and female, 
with all sorts of fruits and vegetables and poultry ; it was a 
grotesque scene, and, although I had been on this side of the 
Atlantic before, was perfectly novel to me. We booght two 
goats with kid, a do25en fowls, as many Muscovy ducks, and 

3* 
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half a dozen Guinea-fowl, a greatquantily of yams and plan- 
tains, and coccos (a sort of potatoe,) some shaddocks, and 
oranges, and limes, and a few pumpkins, and water-me* 
Ions, half a dozen fine pine-apples, and as many musk-me- 
lons, some capsicums and hird-peppers, and two large sugar- 
canes. 

Mr. Dickinson's negroes took our stock on hoard, which, 
when the captain saw, he exclaimed, ^< what are we to do 
with all this? We shall he only five or six days on the 
passage.^' — " It is stock, t;aptain, for St. George's Key," 
I replied, '^ where I shall he happy to see you take some 
of it when we arrive." — " Oh ! very well," cried he ;, '* you 
may keep poultry there, if you carry a good stock of maize 
for them ; but nothing will grow there, that you have 
brought on board, except the pumpkins and water-melons ; 
unless you could take some good soil with you ; and I 
don't think that would pay freight." 

The brig was under weigh at eleven o'clock, and we 
ran down to Port Royal, a distance of eight or nine miles, 
in little more than an hour. With the same fine breeze, 
we stood out to sea, and shaped our course to the south- 
ward, to keep clear of the Pedro shoals ; which, by the 
way, was not our proper route : we should have kept be- 
tween those shoals and the island of Jamaica ; but it was 
the captain's obstinacy, or fate, not to do so. In the even- 
ing we were becalmed, Portland Point being just discover- 
able from deck ; and during the night we made little or 
no way through the water. About three o'clock in the 
morning (Monday 24th,) the wind off the land reached us, 
which carried the brig a few leagues farther to the south- 
ward. Early in the forenoon the trade-wind set in, very 
fresh, from the E.N.E., when the captain, considering 
himself clear of the Pedro shoals, edged away a little to the 
westward ; and finding, by observation at noon, that he 
was well to the Southward, the brig was kept away west, 
the trade-wind continuing to blow steadily from the east- 
ward, but sometimes freshening almost into a gale. We 
found by our reckoning on Tuesday at noon, that we must 
have run nearly two hundred miles during the last twenty- 
four hours. 

The gale began now to slacken, and the wind veered to 
the N.E. and N.N.E. in squalls, looking sometimes very, 
black to windward, so that from time to time we were under 
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the necessity of taking in sail. But the dea had got op^ 
and the motion of the vessel had become very uneasy ; 
therefore it was necessary to lash and secure the hen-coops 
on deck, and every thins in the cabin and state rooms, as 
safely as possible. Toward evening the weather became 
still more unsettled ; sometimes perfectly calm, yet the sea 
much agitated ; sometimes blowing a fine steady breeze 
from the eastward, which induced the captain again to set 
the topgallant sails ; then suddenly chopping round with a 
heavy squall from the N.W., obliged us to clew up all sail. 
I requested the captain, as night -was coming on, to hand 
the mainsail and topgallant sails, and closereef the topsails, 
and, being made snug, to lay to under easy sail till day- 
light ; as we were now approaching the main land, where 
the shoals and rocks were numerous, and not accurately 
laid down on the chart ; but he would not consent to heave 
the vessel to, although he made her snug : he would keep 
his course, to get in under the island of Rattan in the 
morning, if possible ; and I was obliged to yield to his de- 
termination. One of the men said we should have a hur- 
ricane : '* The hurricane months are over, you black- 
guard," replied the captain angrily. The man, however, 
appeared to know what he was talking about, and I, for 
one, believed him ; but the captaiti laughed at him, afler 
his choler had subsided. I then thought it quite time to 
insist on the dead lights being put in, to secure the cabin 
windows against the violence of the sea, if it should break 
up against them : and well it was that I had been firm to 
have it done ; for the windows were scarcely secured by 
their wooden outside shutters, when it began to thunder 
and rain in torrents ; it was one cascade of water from the 
heavens. My poor dear wife had gone below into the 
cabin, a little before the storm came on ; she had been in- 
duced to descend by the awful blackness that totally over- 
spread the sky, which until then had been cheeringly 
bright in some one quarter or other ; and although I did 
not remain five minutes afler her, I was thoroughly wetted 
to the skin, before I could get off deck and run down the 
ladder. I had scarcely entered the cabin, when the wind 
arose suddenly, and with such violence, that the brig in an 
instant seemed on her beam ends. At this moment I 
thought I heard some one fall dowathe companion ladder. 
The hurricane had blown the sails to ribbons, but the crew 
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had succeeded in getting her before the wind. The vessel 
being a little steady, I went to see who or what it was that 
had made the unluckly tumble, and found my two goats, 
which, in the bustle and confusion, had probably attempt- 
ed to take refuge in the companion, or some one had 
thrown them there purposely out of the way, as "the door 
was immediately closed down after them, to keep the sea 
froip rolling from the deck into, the steerage-passage and 
cabin. This circumstance, which at the time did not ap. 
pear worthy of much notice, was nevertheless important, 
the hand of Providence having directed it. 

I now endeavoured to console my wife, whose strength 
of mind and kindness of heart bestowed reciprocal conso- 
lations on myself. " God will preserve us, my honoured 
love !" said she ; "I feel that we are safe, notwithstand- 
ing this dreadful hurricane : but," added she, pressing my 
hand and moving it to her lips, " if we should be drowned, 
we shall die together, and we shall not be separated : we 
shall meet, where we can part no more." Her feelings 
now overpowered her, and she fell on my neck and wept. 
I kissed away the tears from her eyes, saying, " We will 
trust in the Almighty." 

I wanted to go on deck, but was not able to effect it ; 
the companion door would not move, and the sea was dash- 
ing over the quarter deck. I, however, got the people 
there to open one of the side doors a little, and I peeped 
out. The wind howled horribly and the sea was all in n 
foam : the brig was running before the wind, sometimes on 
one point of the compass, sometimes on another, just as 
the gale happened to chop round, which it sometimes did, 
and then the sea broke over the brig while she was,veering 
to the wind. Two of the hands and the yawl had been 
washed overboard. We continued to be driven by the 
storm for eight or ten hours,'! cannot tell in what direc- 
tion but about two or three o'clock in the morning they 
called out, " Breakers, breakers ! land ! breakers !" I was 
below with my wife in the cabin. Being no seaman, I 
could do no good on deck ; but, hearing this, I got up the 
ladder to the companion door. All was again fast down, 
and they could not open it ; in fact, all hands were too 
much absorbed by the awfulness of their situation. In a 
few minutes the vessel struck, and we, who were below, 
were thrown violently on the cabin jBloor. The poor dog. 
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our faithful Fidele, howled mourn fully as he was driven to 
the further end of the cabin : this, at such a moment, had 
a powerful effect on us. '* We are indeed lost !" said my 
wife, as she recovered a little from the fall she had just re- 
ceived. I did not now wait to console her by my words ; 
I renewed my efforts to force the companion door, and get 
upon deck ; but it was perfect darkness where we were, 
and I could not find any thing to add to my own ineffectual 
strength, nor could I make any one on deck attend to me ; 
they could not hear me from the noise made by the howl- 
ing of the wind and the breaking of the sea ; yet I some- 
times heard them, and could discover that they were cut- 
ting away the wreck of the mainmast^ which lay over the 
side — making ready to get the long boat over the gunwale, 
to escape, if possible, from the perishing vessel. I now 
became frantic ; I knocked with my hands, and hallooed 
with all my power, but to no purpose. By accident I stum- 
bled over an empty stone bottle at the foot of the ladder, 
with the bottom of which I struck the companion door so 
violently that I succeeded in arresting the attention of the* 
captain. He unbolted it, telling me at the same time, '' We 
are all lost !" but that the men were trying to launch the 
long boat, our only chance ; for, although it was likely she 
would swamp in. the breakers, it was quite certain the brig 
would go to pieces in a few minutes ; and if Mrs. Seaward 
and I chose to go, we must be up in a second, for '< look 
there !" said he ; crying out at the same time, '* another 
shove, lads, and she's all our own !" — the long boat was 
launched ; and I returned down the ladder, with all speed. 
The brig was lying on her starboard side, the sea break- 
ing over her bow and fore-chains ; but, from the position 
of a rocky island to windward, she was pretty quiet abafl, 
and to leeward, so that a boat might live under her lee ; 
and I expected the captain would wait for us there a little. 
The moment I rejoined my dear wife, 1 urged her instantly 
to accompany me to the deck, telling her our situation. 
" No]" said she, " I will not stir, and you will not stir; they 
must all perish ; a boat cannot endure this storm. Let us 
trust in God, Edward," continued she, " and if we die, we 
die together." — " It is done," I replied, " we will not stir." 
— " Then tell them so," cried she hastily ; "and if you 
can lay your hand on the bread.bag in your way, it may be 
useful to them, if they survive this hour." I hastened to 
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ascend, at which moment the brig seemed to right, and I 
was struck back by a column of water rushing down the 
companion, followed by the shutting to of its doors. The 
brig had swung off the point of the reef, and the sea then 
broke over the main chains, the vessel being upright. I. 
now easily succeeded in getting on deck, but no boat was 
to be s^en ; yet now and then 1 thought I heard the voices 
of the miserable crew at some distance on the brig's quar- 
ter ; and sometimes I fancied I saw them, when the strong 
lightning's glare lighted up every thing around for an 
instant, leaving the immediate darkness greater. The brig 
soon took the ground again, on a reef within, and heeled 
over as before, which threw me down the ladder ; the com- 
panion doors fortunately slamming to after me, as the sea 
instantly broke over the vessel fore and aft. My ever 
kind wife hastened to my assistance, but was herself thrown 
to the other side of the cabin. I was not hurt, so that in a 
little time I reached the place where she lay, and we 
crawled up together to windward, where we endeavoured 
to secure ourselves. More than an hour passed away with 
us thus, in dismal darkness below ; but we enjoyed the 
light of God's presence ; offering up prayer to him, in shoi't 
but emphatical ejaculations ; and he heard us : we felt the 
influence of his peace, and were resigned to his will. 

Our situation was awful ; in all human probability, with- 
in one short hour we should be engulphed by an overwhelm, 
ing sea. With arms folded round each other, we sat, en- 
deavouring to keep our position, and so remained till the 
heaving motion of « the vessel gradually subsided, and at 
length became scarcely perceptible ; but she continued to 
lay over, nearly on her beam ends. I now again thought 
it right to reach the deck, and as the ladder had been lash- 
ed to its situation, it was not displaced, notwithstanding all 
the shocks the vessel had sustained. On ascending the 
ladder, I pushed open the lee half of the companion, door, 
when a gleam of joy rushed upon me, on perceiving that 
the day had dawned, and that the water to leeward was 
quite smooth. The brig now lying on the innermost part 
of the reef, I discovered high land ahead and astern, and 
a fine sandy beach abreast of us, little more than a mile 
off. I hastened below to my dear wife, into the dark ca- 
bin, exclaiming, "Come to me, my love ; come on deck ; 
it is daylight !" Without a word, she made her way to 
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me, and ascended the laddef. On emerging^ from dark- 
ness into light, her feelings overcame her, and she poured 
forth her heart to God. After a few moments of abstrac. 
tion, she crept down to the lee gunwale of the quarter, 
deck : '* Where is the boat, and our poor companions ?" 
she exclaimed ; " I do not see them !" — " Perhaps," I re- 
plied, '' they are safely landed on yon beach, and will soon 
return to take us out of the vessel." I now looked ear- 
nestly around me : the mainmast was gone, but the stump 
was standing ; the wreck of it had been cleared away : 
the foremast remained, but the fore-topmast had gone, and 
was hanging by its rigging forward : the booms were gone, 
the boats were gone, the gabbose for cooking gone, the bin- 
nacle gone : the hen>coops alone remained in their pla- 
ces ; but .all the fowls and Guinea-fowls that were in the 
coop to leeward, were drowned : the ducks which were in 
the other coop survived, and also four fowls ; yet these 
seemed more dead than alive. All was desolation on deck 
and alofl ; but the day had dawned, and the morning smi. 
led serenely on us, while a gentle calm spread itself over 
the ocean all around. 

The land astern of the brig to the northward, seemed 
high and well wooded ; but our eyes were attracted by the 
smooth sandy shore, where we wished and hoped to be ; 
and thus gazing, our attention became gradually rivetted 
on a promontory, which terminates the sandy beach to the 
southward, distant about three miles. The rising sun shone 
directly upon it, and it was then that it arrested our parti, 
cular^notice, indeed admiration, notwithstanding our criti- 
cal situation. When these almost happy emotions had a 
little subsided, we looked in every direction for the boat, 
but looked in vain ; and then sad misgivings for the fate 
of the crew crossed our mind, which, even in spite of our 
consciousness to the late mercy, extended itself to our- 
selves ; for although we felt an honest anxiety fo^ the lives 
of our captain and his crew, yet we depended on them as a 
means, and, indeed, the only probable means, of our own es- 
cape from this unknown shore. In these contemplations, 
and suspense, we continued for some hours ; during which 
tinie I fortunately thought I would try the pumps : the 
brake of the starboard pump had been shipped, but its bolt 
was twisted by some violence, so that it would not work : 
I could not find the other brake ; and with great difficulty^ 
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after much hard exertion, I got the brake out, and shipped 
it with. the bolt in the lee pump. I then went to work, 
and there was plenty to do; I kept pumping till I was quite 
exhausted, and the water still came up as abundantly as 
ever. I concluded the brig's bottom must be stove in, so 
that if we should beat off the reef into deep water, we must 
sink and go down. 

About ten o'clock in the forenoon, the breeze began to 
set in from the sea, nearly E.N.E., and the brig worked 
fore and aft. I told my wife what my fears were, and that 
if it so happened, we must endeavour to get up the fore- 
^iggii^g ; &s the water in-shore of us could not be very 
deep, and take the chance from thence of any escape that 
might offer. She pressed my hand, and looked like an 
angel in my face, but spoke not a word. 

The sea-breeze freshened, and the sea beat a little on 
the weather side of the brig. In half an hour her stern 
swung off into deep water, and she hung by the bow. We 
now righted, that is to say, the vessel became upright in 
the water, and, although no seaman, I had sailed enough 
to know something about it ; I therefore immediately went 
to the tiller to see if the rudder was gone, which I had 
every reason to expect, but it was not ; and at this dis- 
covery I rejoiced greatly, exclaiming, "The rudder is 
safe ; that's well !" My wife did not precisely understand 
this^ but she felt security in my look, and she thanked and 
blessed God for his goodness. The sea-breeze blew more 
freshly, but we hung by the fore-foot on the edge of the 
reef, which no doubt was higher than astern. At length 
the brig broke adrift, having most likely torn off her false 
keel forward, and perhaps some of the coral rock which 
had held her. I was now all amaze : I did not know 
what to do. " We must be patient, Edward," said my 
dear wife ; " we shall go quietly on the sand." The brig 
continued to drift in upon a point of rock, close to which 
we saw a little rivulet. On this rock I expected to be 
dashed in pieces, but the current, which was setting us on 
that point, also directed us past it to the southward ; so 
that the brig drifted between the reef to the eastward, and 
the long beach to the westward, down toward the perpen- 
dicular mountainous height, which we had so attentively 
fixed our eyes on early in the morning, as forming the 
southern extremity of the sandy extension. I was desirous 
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to get the brig under some command : there was some- 
thing dragging astern ; but finding the fore-staysail yet 
untorn, although the sheet had been carried away, I got 
the weather sheet over, and was able to set the sail : the 
vessel's head now paid off, and she would steer ; I there- 
fore made up my mind to keep on as far as I could with 
safety, hoping to see some inlet, as the current proved 
there must be a passage somewhere ; but if I could not 
discover one, to bump her on the sandy beach. She went 
along cleverly, for a vessel almost a wreck ; that is, she 
was not at all water-logged, and consequently in no dan- 
ger of sinking ; hence on that score my great fear was 
removed. I soon approached the mountainous promon- 
tory, which seemed to stand up before me like a vast giant, 
to obstruct my further progress : I therefore determined 
to bump her on shore. The wind, by striking against the 
high land, blew directly from east, which favoured my in. 
tention. I then put the helm up, and that, together with 
the foce-staysail, brought her head west, and I ran for the 
beach close under the promontory. How great my joy 
when I discovered an inlet, not twice the vessel's breadth. 
I pushed into it, and in a few minuses found myself at the 
end of a little cove, with rocks and fragments of rocks on 
my lafboard side, and a fine sandy beach on my right, 
with the same ahead. Here the brig struck, and stuck 
fast with her bow : the shock threw myself and my wife 
forward with great violence ; and we were both more 
bruised by this happy event, than by all the t08sing^«d 
tumj^liogs we had experienced during the hurricj^e. 
*' Blessed be God !" cried 1, getting up and shaking my- 
self: but my dear Eliza was stunned, and it was some 
time before she recovered her senses. Eventful as our 
situation was, I thought of nothing but her: I sat down by 
her, and rubbed her hands between mine : she looked up 
and smiled ; then raising her arm over my neck, and kiss, 
ing my forehead, as she was often wont to do, said, " I 
thank God you are safe, my Edward!" 
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We saw ourselves at length delivered from the perils of 
the oeean, and placed in a state of security : we raised our 
hearts to the fountain of mercy, and blessed God in thank- 
fulness. It was, however, some time before we could col- 
lect ourselves: we looked back upon the ocean, and the 
reef, and the rocky islands, from whose horrors we so 
lately had escaped, with strong emotions still partaking of 
terror, although now in safety ; and this feeling was some- 
what increased by the immediate sight of the immense 
cliiTs, which towered over the mast head of the brig as if 
ready to fall upon us. But it was not long before oar 
self possession completely returned : we were in a snug 
place, and the sea all on this side of the reef, to far be- 
yond us perfectly smooth : our fears, therefore, gradually 
dissipated ; we felt ourselves under God's protection, and 
were at ease. 

"Poor Fidele !" suddenly exclaimed my wife, " it is 
only now that I remember thee ! ^ I will go down fnto the 
cabin, and see what has become of my faithful little dog." 
" Yes, my Eliza," repli6d I, " we will go down together ; 
and as we are in a safe place here, where the sea cannot 
break in upon the vessel, I will get out the dead lights, 
and let the cheerful day, and fresh air, into the cabin by 
opening the windows ; we shall then see what we are 
about." The poor dog was overjoyed by the first admis- 
fiion of light, and by our presence ; he could not contain 
himself; to use a homely bi^t expressive phrase, he seemed 
as if he would jump out of his skin ; his caresses were in- 
cessant, and he could only be restrained b37 his mistress 
taking him on her knee. I soon succeeded in getting all 
the dead lights out : we then saw the devastation that had 
taken place below; tables, chairs, swinging lamp, chests, 
trunks, and many other things, huddled together, and some 
' smashed to pieces. How the dog escaped without broken 
bones, I cannot divine ; but we ali^o had escaped ; and a 
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Sparrow falleth not to the ground without the permissioa 
of our heavenly Father. 

We now felt, and acknowledged our exhaustion ; so that 
I earnestly wished to get something to refresh my dear 
wife ; but I could not find any bread, nor, indeed, any thing 
else, at the instant. Soon, however, I laid my hand on an 
unbroken bottle of wine, jammed up in one of the berths, 
and forcing in the cork, we each took a small quantity ; 
then reclining on the afler-lockers, to repose ourselves a 
little, we both fell asleep. I suppose I slept some hours ^ 
for when I awoke, \ looked up, and saw my EJiza sitting 
by me, with Fidele at her side : she had been watching me 
in my sleep. " Dear Edward," said she " you have taken 
a sweet yest : how delightfully the breeze blows in upon us, 
through the cabin windows ! I should now be very com- 
fortable, if we could find the boat with our companions." 
1 arose, and set about hunting for some biscuit, and found 
the bag I had intended to throw into the long boat : it waa 
hanging on a nail behind the ladder ; and there, at niy feet, 
I saw our two goats, huddled together behind a hammock 
some one had stowed away in that place the preceding 
day. I brought the bag along with me joyfully, and we 
began to eat of it with thankfulness ; taking a little sup of 
the wine now and then from the bottle, which, in our ex- 
hausted state, was great refreshment and support to us. 
I told Eliza I had seen the goats, and that they were alive. 
We now went upon deck, taking Fidqle with us : in pass- 
ing, I haridled the poor animals, as they lay in the nook 
under the ladder : one of them, I was sorry to find, had 
its hinder leg broke : we felt pity for the poor creature, but 
could not at that instant attend to it ; for it occurred to me 
that the bow of the vessel should be immediately secured 
by ropes to the rocks, as another hurricane might come, 
and blow us out of the creek, in which the good providence 
of God had havened us. There was plenty of rope on 
deck, sheets and halliards of the wreck ; with some of 
these I quickly got on shore, the larboard side of the brig 
being close to the rock, and set about making them fast 
round large blocks of cliff on our larboard bow ; then rest- 
ed content, after three or four hours great exertion, with 
what I had done. 

While I was thus employed, my wife had taken the dead 
fowls from the coops, and broken some biscuit in small ^ 
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pieces, with which she fed the remaining live ones. " We 
can eat one of the drowned fowls," observed I ; "it will 
be a good dinner for us, and we want it." — "I am not 
hungry," she replied ; " yet you must be so : but how can 
we make a fire ?" Here I was at a stand. There were 
firearms in the cabin^ unloaded, and consequently useless : 
I had pistols in a trunk, blocked up in the state-room by 
an accumulation of things against the door, and which, 
therefore, I could not get at. I then bethought myself of 
the ship's spy.glass, and found it hanging safely in its 
bracket. " This will do," said I ; " the great lens is a burn, 
ing-glass ; I will step on shore with it, and kindle a fire : 
you and Fidele shall go with me." 

We put up a couple of the dead fowls into our bag, 
with the remains of the biscuit, and the bottle of wine ; 
and, by a little helpj, my dear wife and her faithful dog, 
both overjoyed, once more trod the^welcome earth again. 
We looked on the vessel with deep emotion, and on the 
strange land we were now for the first time treading to- 
gether — the probable residence of our future life, whether 
long or short. We did not proceed far along the sand 
under the rocks, among the fragments of which were, thorny 
bushes, without picking up some dry branches and dead 
leaves ; but being under the shadow of a high precipice 
standing directly south, (and therefore intercelpting the 
sun's rays to a considerable distance, nearly from his rising, 
even until his setting, at this season of the year ;) I carried 
some of my fuelto a place where the sun shone ; then un- 
screwing the top of the spy.glass, took out the large lens ; 
with which in a short time converging his rays, I ignited . 
the leaves, and thus a fire was instantly kindled. My dear 
helpmate set to work plucking the fowls, while I removed 
the fire closer to the rock, into the shade ; and, by the 
aid of plenty of dry sticks, made a large blaze there, on 
the embers of which the fowls were to be dressed. " We 
have no water," she said, "and I am indeed very thirsty." 
I did not know where to find water on board the brig, and 
therefore proposed to walk along under the rocks, and look 
for a spiking. She did not like me to go out of her sight, 
fearing I should be surprised by savages, who might be 
somewhere about, although we had not seen any. This 
idea had never yet crossed my mind; but now 'it was 
suggested, I confess it made me very uneasy : but the ap- 
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prehension resided her, not niTself. In covBeqnenee, we 
agreed to dress the fowls as fast as we could, and return 
oo board to eat them, where, perhaps, I might obtain some 
water. To hasten this project, I stopped her in the pro. 
cess of placking them, and taking my penknife from my 
pocket, contriTed to skin them with great despatch; and in 
half an hour they were both broiled. The poor dog, being 
half famished, ate up the liTer and gizzards with great 
avidity ; while the cooking necessary to oar stomachs, 
under our present feelings, seemed to go on but slowly. 
As soon, however, as we thought them eatable, I put them 
into^the bag with the biscuit, and retraced our steps hastily 
to the brig, fearing every moment to be surprised by some 
of the natives. 

On our return into the cabin, I was fortunate in finding 
water in a tea-kettle ; which had slid into a corner to lee- 
ward, under some things, without having been upset. This 
was a great boon in our present straits, and we drank of it 
greedily, and then partook of our proposed dinner with 
thankfulness. 

My first attention was directed to repel any attack from 
the natives, and I lost no time in getting down the three 
muskets, which had hung securely in their fastening. I 
knew where the captain kept the ball cartridges, in his 
state-room ; which, being on the weather side, when the 
vessel struck upon the rocks, was not blocked up at the 
door. I tried the flints, and loaded the muskets, and 
placed them on the afler-lockers in the cabin : with this 
preparation for our defence, I was at present satisfied. 

We now set to work to put the wreck of furniture, and 
other things, in their places, which were heaped up in one 
corner of the cabin, close to our state-room door. I say 
we, for my delicate little Eliza put out all her strength to 
help me. We very soon accoipplished our task; and I 
was glad to find that there was little damage done to the 
things so tossed together. Before evening, the cabin 
looked much as it Used to do ; and the vessel being in a 
perfectly safe and quiet inlet, we felt much comfort in the 
possession of so desirable an asylum. 

We again went upon deck, to look arouiid for the boat 
and our companions ; but they were not to be seen. To 
have a more extended view, 1 went up the fore-rigging, 
and had not ascended far, whed I was enabled to see over 

Vol. L i 4» 
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the sandy beach, which seemed about half a mile broad ; 
and I was delighted to behold an extensive lake or fine 
harbour, surrounded by land, immediately on the furthei 
side. Eliza had followed me to the forecastle, to be my 
guardian angel, as I went on this, to her mind, perilous 
expedition. At the first moment of seeing over the sandy 
isthmus, I made some exclamation of surprise, and then en- 
deavoured to explain what I saw. A confused idea crossed 
my mind, that we were somewhere on (he Spanish Main ; 
and, on coming down, I told her what I thought. *^ Well, be 
it^as it may," said she, << we have felt that God is gracious, 
and we will rei^t entirely upon his providence." I wished 
her to land again, as I had fire-arms ; saying, we would 
walk under the rocks, to the further side of the isthmus* 
" I will do so, if you wish it," she replied ; '' but I think it 
were better to defer it until the morning ; andin the mean 
time we can do something for the poor goat that has bro- 
ken its leg ; and make some other arrangements here, for 
which there is much need." I instantly acquiesced, per. 
ceiving at once the reasonableness of the suggestion ; for 
I had been impelled to make the prbppsal, by some indes- 
cribable curiosity, and nothing more. 

I got the poor goat upon deck, and bound up its broken 
leg in the best way I could ; then, bringing up the other^ 
gave them half a dozen plantains, which they eat eagerly* 

All our vegetable stock, brought from Kingston,' had 
been put into the steerage in hampers : into this place 
there was a door from under the companion ladder, but 
there was also a small hatch over the steerage, which had 
been battened down during the gale, and I was obliged to 
remove it before I could make my way to any thing below. 
Here were the sailors' berths, arid chests, and a few yams 
and plantains, which they had provided to eat with their 
salt meat : they also kept a bag here for biscuitSj and sup- 
plied it at their pleasure. Our former discovery of biscuit^ 
was nearly exhausted ; but, on finding, this new store, we 
gave the remainder in our bag, which was almost dust, to 
the few fowls and ducks that had survived the storm ; their 
feathers were now dry, and they looked quite cheery. The 
sun beirig set, the evening came on apace ; we therefore 
retired to^our cabin, closing the companion door afler us. 
Hitherto we had been satisfied with occasional bursts of 
gratitude to our heavenly Father, for his providonlial care 
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the sandy beach, which seemed about half a mile broad ; 
and I was delighted to behold an extensive lake or fine 
harbour, surrounded by land, immediately on the furthei 
side. Eliza had followed me to the forecastle, to be my 
guardian angel, as I went on this, to her mind, perilous 
expedition. At the first moment of seeing over the sandy 
isthmus, I made some exclamation of surprise, and then en- 
deavoured to explain what I saw. A confused idea crossed 
my mind, that we were somewhere oa (he Spanish Main ; 
and, on coming down, I told her what I thought. *' Well, be 
it^as it may," said she, '^ we have felt that God is gracious, 
and we will re§t entirely upon his providence." I wished 
her to land again, as I had fire-arms ; saying, we would 
walk under the rocks, to the further side of the isthmus* 
" I will do so, if you wish it," she replied ; " but I think it 
were better to defer it until the morning ; andin the mean 
time we can do something for the poor goat that has bro- 
ken its leg ; and make some other arrangements here, for 
which there is much need." I instantly acquiesced, per- 
ceiving at once the reasonableness of the suggestion ; for 
I had been impelled to make the prbppsal, by some indes- 
cribable curiosity, and nothing more. 

I got the poor goat upon deck, and bound up its broken 
leg in the best way I could ; then, bringing up the other^ 
gave them half a dozen plantains, which they eat eagerly* 

All our vegetable stock, brought from Kingston,' had 
been put into the steerage in hampers : into this place 
there was a door from under the companion ladder, but 
there was also a small hatch over the steerage, which had 
been battened down during the gale, and I was obliged to 
remove it before I could make my way to any thing below. 
Here were the sailors' berths, and chests, and a few yams 
and plantains, which they had provided to eat with their 
salt meat : they also kept a bag here for biscuits^ and sup- 
plied it at their pleasure. Our former discovery of biscuit^ 
was nearly exhausted ; but, on finding, this new store, we 
gave the remainder in our bag, which was almost dust, to 
the few fowls and ducks that had survived the storm ; their 
feathers were now dry, and they looked quite cheery. The 
sun beirig set, the evening came on apace ; we therefore 
retired to bur cabin, closing the companion door afler us. 
Hitherto we had been satisfied with occasional bursts of 
gratitude to our heavenly Father, for his providonlial care 
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of US ; but now we went upon our knees, and with our 
whole souls, rendered to him the due sacrifice of praise 
and prayer. 

We lay down in peace and thankfulness ; but notwith* 
standing this happy frame of mind, our slumbers were dis- 
turbed, by the. noises of the preceding night yet ringing 
in our ears. We arose with the dawn, the cool freshness 
of which was truly delightful; a couple of oranges, with 
biscuit, was our breakfast ; and, still finding water in the 
tea-kettle, we drank some of it, mixed with a little wine. 
'^Now, my Eliza," said I, will you venture on shore, and 
let us explore the other side of the isthmus ?" — " Yes," 
she replied, " I will go cheerfully now." I took tWo of 
the muskets, and gave to her a boarding pike to carry as 
a sta^ and to have recourse to for defence, if necessary ; 
and, with our faithful little dog, we descended at one step 
from the brig's side to the rock. I shouldered both the 
muskets, and keeping up as yet the good old fashion of 
England, she took my right arm with bet leSt^ but holding 
in the other her spear-pointed staff. 

We thus proceeded to cross the isthmus, close under the 
precipitous promontory ; when, afler walking about two 
hundred yards, or rather more, 1 observed a chasm, or 
falling back of the rock, in the recess of which our eyes 
were delighted with, the sight of many acacias and some 
other small trees. Having gained the summit of the sand, 
hills, we suddenly had a distinct view of the fine sheet of 
water beyond, with land on every side of it. The sea 
breeze was faint, and the water but gently stirring with 
the breeze. It was a charming scene ; we stopped a few 
minutes to gaze on it, then proceeded to- gain. the margin 
of the lake. The rocks continued stupendous, but less 
precipitous ; being wooded high up, more or less, with 
palmettos and some other small trees. When we came 
within about two hundred yards of the beach, they termi- 
nated abruptly, presenting a high front to the west ; oppo- 
site to which lay a low black rock, that stretched itself into 
the lake nearly one hundred yards ; and between these 
rocky opposites the sand of the isthmiis seemed still to 
spread. When we came to this point, we looked round the 
face of the promontory that now appeared before us, and 
had the inexpressible delight to see at no great distance a 
spring of water, gushing forth in an ample stream clear as 
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the sandy beach, which seemed about half a mile broad ; 
and I was delighted to behold an extensive lake or fine 
harbour, surrounded by land, immediately on the furthei 
side. Eliza had followed me to the forecastle^ to be my 
guardian angel, as I went on this, to her mind, perilous 
expedition. At the first moment of seeing over the sandy 
isthmus, I made some exclamation of surprise, and then en- 
deavoured to explain what I saw. A confused idea crossed 
my mind, that we were somewhere on (he Spanish Main ; 
and, on coming down, I told her what I thought. *' Well, be 
it^as it may," said she, ^* we have felt that God is gracious, ' 
and we will rei^t entirely upon his providence." 1 wished 
her to land again, as I had fire-arms ; saying, we would 
walk under the rocks, to the further side of the isthmus* 
" I will do so, if you wish it," she replied ; " but I think it 
were better to defer it until the morning ; andin the mean 
time we can do something for the poor goat that has bro- 
ken its leg ; and make some other arrangements here, for 
which there is much need«" I instantly acquiesced, per- 
ceiving at once the reasonableness of the suggestion ; for 
I had been impelled to make the prbposal, by some indes- 
cribable curiosity, and nothing more. 

I got the poor goat upon deck, and bound up its broken 
leg in the best way I could ; then, bringing up the other^ 
gave them half a dozen plantains, which they eat eagerly* 

All our vegetable stock, brought from Kingston,' had 
been put into the steerage in hampers : into this place 
there was a door from under the companion ladder, but 
there was also a small hatch over the steerage, which had 
been battened down during the gale, and 1 was obliged to 
remove it before I could make my way to any thing below. 
Here were the sailors' berths, arid chests, and a few yams 
and plantains, which they had provided to eat with their 
salt meat : they also kept a bag here for biscuits j and sup- 
plied it at their pleasure. Our former discovery of biscuit^ 
was nearly exhausted ; but, on finding, this new store, we 
gave the remainder in our bag, which was almost dust, to 
the few fowls and ducks that had survived the storm ; their 
feathers were now dry, and they looked quite cheery. The 
sun being set, the evening came on apace ; we therefore 
retired to our cabin, closing the companion door after us. 
Hitherto we had been satisfied with occasional bursts of 
gratitude to our heavenly Father, for his providonlial care 
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of US ; but now we went upon our knees, and with our 
whole souls, rendered to him the due sacrifice of praise 
and prayer. 

We lay down in peace and thankfulness ; but notwith* 
standing this happy frame of mind, our slumbers were dis- 
turbed, by the. noises of the preceding night yet ringing 
in our ears. We arose with the dawn, the cool freshness 
of which was truly delightful; a couple of oranges, with 
biscuit, was our breakfast; and, still finding water in the 
tea-kettle, we drank some of it, mixed with a little wine. 
'^Now, my Eliza," said I, will you venture on shore, and 
let us explore the other side of the isthmus ?" — " Yes," 
she replied, " I will go cheerfully now." I took tWo of 
the muskets, and gave to her a boarding pike to carry as 
a sta^ and to have recourse to for defence, if necessary ; 
and, with our faithful little dog, we descended at one step 
from the brig's side to the rock. I shouldered both the 
muskets, and keeping up as yet the good old fashion of 
England, she took my right arm with her leSi^ but holding 
in the other her spear-pointed staff. 

We thus proceeded to cross the isthmus, close under the 
precipitous promontory ; when, after walking about two 
hundred yards, or rather more, I observed a chasm, or 
falling back of the rock, in the recess of which our eyes 
were delighted with, the sight of many acacias and some 
other small trees. Having gained the summit of the sand- 
hills, we suddenly had a distinct view of the fine sheet of 
water beyond, with land on every side of it. The sea 
breeze was faint, and the water but gently stirring with 
the breeze. It was a charming scene ; we stopped a few 
minutes to gaze on it, then proceeded to gain the margin 
of the lake. The rocks continued stupendous, but less 
precipitous ; being wooded high up, more or less, with 
palmettos and some other small trees. When we came 
within about two hundred yards of the beach, they termi- 
nated abruptly, presenting a high front to the west ; oppo- 
site to which lay a low black rock, that stretched itself into 
the lake nearly one hundred yards ; and between these 
rocky opposites the sand of the isthmiis seemed still to 
spread. When we came to this point, we looked round the 
face of the promontory that now appeared before us, and 
had the inexpressible delight to see at no great distance a 
spring of water, gushing forth in an ample stream clear as 
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the sandy beach, which seemed about half a mile broad ; 
and I was delighted to behold an extensive lake or fine 
harbour, surrounded by land, immediately on the furthei 
side. Eliza had followed me to the forecastle^ to be my 
guardian angel, as I went on this, to her mind, perilous 
expedition. At the first moment of seeing over the sandy 
isthmus, I made some exclamation of surprise, and then en- 
deavoured to explain what I saw. A confused idea crossed 
my mind, that we were somewhere on the Spanish Main ; 
and, on coming down, I told her what I thought. " Well, be 
it^as it may," said she, " we have felt that God is gracious, 
and we will re§t entirely upon his providence." 1 wished 
her to land again, as I had fire-arms ; saying, we would 
walk under the rocks, to the further side of the isthmus* 
" I will do so, if you wish it," she replied ; " but I think it 
were better to defer it until the morning ; andin the mean 
time we can do something for the poor goat that has bro- 
ken its leg ; and make some other arrangements here, for 
which there is much need«" I instantly acquiesced, per- 
ceiving at once the reasonableness of the suggestion ; for 
I had been impelled to make the prbppsal, by some indes- 
cribable curiosity, and nothing more. 

I got the poor goat upon deck, and bound up its broken 
leg in the best way I could ; then, bringing up the other^ 
gave them half a dozen plantains, which they eat eagerly* 

All our vegetable stock, brought from Kingston,' had 
been put into the steerage in hampers : into this place 
there was a door from under the companion ladder, but 
there was also a small hatch over the steerage, which had 
been battened down during the gale, and I was obliged to 
remove it before I could make my way to any thing below. 
Here were the sailors' berths, and chests, and a few yams 
and plantains, which they had provided to eat with their 
salt meat : they also kept a bag here for biscuits, and sup- 
plied it at their pleasure. Our former discovery of biscuit^ 
was nearly exhausted ; but, on finding, this new store, we 
gave the remainder in our bag, which was almost dust, to 
the few fowls and ducks that had survived the storm ; their 
feathers were now dry, and they looked quite cheery. The 
sun being set, the evening came on apace ; we therefore 
retired to bur cabin, closing the companion door afler us. 
Hitherto we had been satisfied with occasional bursts of 
gratitude to our heavenly Father, for his providonlial care 
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of US ; but now we went upon our knees, and with our 
whole souls, rendered to him the due sacrifice of praise 
and prayer. 

We lay down in peace and thankfulness ; but notwith- 
standing this happy frame of mind, our slumbers were dis- 
turbed, by the. noises of the preceding night yet ringing 
in our ears. We arose with the dawn, the cool freshness 
of which was truly delightful; a couple of oranges, with 
biscuit, was our breakfast ; and, still finding water in the 
tea-kettle, we drank some of it, mixed with a little wine. 
''Now, my Eliza," said I, will you venture on shore, and 
let us explore the other side of the isthmus ?" — " Yes," 
she replied, " I will go cheerfully now." I took tWo of 
the muskets, and gave to her a boarding pike to carry as 
a sta^ and to have recourse to for defence, if necessary ; 
and, with our faithful little dog, we descended at one step 
from the brig's side to the rock. I shouldered both the 
muskets, and keeping up as yet the good old fashion of 
England, she took my right arm with her \e&^ but holding 
in the other her spear-pointed staff. 

We thus proceeded to cross the isthmus, close under the 
precipitous promontory ; when, after walking about two 
hundred yards, or rather more, 1 observed a chasm, or 
falling back of the rock, in the recess of which our eyes 
were delighted with, the sight of many acacias and some 
other small trees. Having gained the summit of the sand- 
hills, we suddenly had a distinct view of the fine sheet of 
water beyond, with land on every side of it. The sea 
breeze was faint, and the water but gently stirring with 
the breeze. It was a charming scene ; we stopped a few 
minutes to gaze on it, then proceeded to gain, the margin 
of the lake. The rocks continued stupendous, but less 
precipitous ; being wooded high up, more or less, with 
palmettos and some other small trees. When we came 
within about two hundred yards of the beach, they termi- 
nated abruptly, presenting a high front to the west ; oppo- 
site to which lay a low black rock, that stretched itself into 
the lake nearly one hundred yards ; and between these 
rocky opposites the sand of the isthmiis seemed still to 
spread. When we came to this point, we looked round the 
face of the promontory that now appeared before us, and 
had the inexpressible delight to see at no great distance a 
spring of water, gushing forth in an ample stream clear as 
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the sandy beach, which seemed about half a mile broad ; 
and I was delighted to behold an extensive lake or fine 
harbour, surrounded by land, immediately on the furthei 
side. Eliza had followed me to the forecastle, to be my 
guardian angel, as I went on this, to her mind, perilous 
expedition. At the first moment of seeing over the sandy 
isthmus, I made some exclamation of surprise, and then en- 
deavoured to explain what I saw. A confused idea crossed 
my mind, that we were somewhere on (he Spanish Main ; 
and, on coming down, I told her what I thought. " Well, be 
it^as it may," said she, <* we have felt that God is gracious, 
and we will re^t entirely upon his providence." I wished 
her to land again, as I had fire-arms ; saying, we would 
walk under the rocks, to the further side of the isthmus* 
" I will do so, if you wish it," she replied ; " but I think it 
were better to defer it until the morning ; andin the mean 
time we can do something for the poor goat that has bro- 
ken its leg ; and make some other arrangements here, for 
which there is much need«" I instantly acquiesced, per- 
ceiving at once the reasonableness of the suggestion ; for 
I had been impellei^ to make the prbposal, by some indes- 
cribable curiosity, and nothing more. 

I got the poor goat upon deck, and bound up its broken 
leg in the best way I could ; then, bringing up the other^ 
gave them half a dozen plantains, which they eat eagerly* 

All our vegetable stock, brought from Kingston,' had 
been put into the steerage in hampers : into this place 
there was a door from under the companion ladder, but 
there was also a small hatch over the steerage, which had 
been battened down during the gale, and I was obliged to 
remove it before I could make my way to any thing below. 
Here were the sailors' berths, and chests, and a few yams 
and plantains, which they had provided to eat with their 
salt meat : they also kept a bag here for biscuits^ and sup- 
plied it at their pleasure. Our former discovery of biscuit^ 
was nearly exhausted ; but, on finding this new store, we 
gave the remainder in our bag, which was almost dust, to 
the few fowls and ducks that had survived the storm ; their 
feathers were now dry, and they looked quite cheery. The 
sun being set, the evening came on apace ; we therefore 
retired to our cabin, closing the companion door afler us. 
Hitherto we had been satisfied with occasional bursts of 
gratitude to our heavenly Father, for his providonlial care 
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of us; but now we went upon our knees, and with our 
whole souls, rendered to him the due sacrifice of praise 
and prayer. 

We lay down in peace and thankfulness ; but notwith* 
standing this happy frame of mind, our slumbers were dis- 
turbed, by the. noises of the preceding night yet ringing 
in our ears. We arose with the dawn, the cool freshness 
of which was truly delightful; a couple of oranges, with 
biscuit, was our breakfast; and, still finding water in the 
tea-kettle, we drank some of it, mixed with a little wine. 
''Now, my Eliza," said I, will you venture on shore, and 
let us explore the other side of the isthmus ?" — " Yes," 
she replied, " I will go cheerfully now." I took tWo of 
the muskets, and gave to her a boarding pike to carry as 
a sta^ and to have recourse to for defence, if necessary ; 
and, with our faithful little dog, we descended at one step 
from the brig's side to the rock. I shouldered both the 
muskets, and keeping up as yet the good old fashion of 
England, she took my right arm with ber leSt^ but holding 
in the other her spear-pointed staff. 

We thus proceeded to cross the isthmus, close under the 
precipitous promontory ; when, afler walking about two 
hundred yards, or rather more, I observed a chasm, or 
falling back of the rock, in the recess of which our eyes 
were delighted with, the sight of many acacias and some 
other small trees. Having gained the summit of the sand- 
hills, we suddenly had a distinct view of the fine sheet of 
water beyond, with land on every side of it. The sea 
breeze was faint, and the water but gently stirring with 
the breeze. It was a charming scene ; we stopped a few 
minutes to gaze on it, then proceeded to gain the margin 
of the lake. The rocks continued stupendous, but less 
precipitous ; being wooded high up, more or less, with 
palmettos and some other small trees. When we came 
within about two hundred yards of the beach, they termi- 
nated abruptly, presenting a high front to the west ; oppo- 
site to which lay a low black rock, that stretched itself into 
the lake nearly one hundred yards ; and between these 
rocky opposites the sand of the isthmus seemed still to 
spread. When we came to this point, we looked round the 
face of the promontory that now appeared before us, and 
had the inexpressible delight to see at no great distance a 
spring of water, gushing forth in an ample stream clear as 
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crystal. We instantly made towarid it, and simultaneously 
thought of the Israelites in the desert, and we blessed 
their God and ours ; both of us feeling that the gracious 
words of his mercy, were literally verified unto us, giving 
us " rivers of water in a dry place, and the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land." 

Fidele was the first to taste the pleasant stream : we 
quickly joined him, and with the palms of our hands par- 
took of the cool and delicious water with great eagerness. 
This was a ^discovery that promised us lasting comfort : we 
took our seat on a piece of rock close to its source, and 
felt as if we never could tire in gazing on it, as it flowed 
from its stony bed, running in a clear little stream among 
some trees that grew between it and the lake. 

As we sat in a sort of ecstatic reverie, the dog barked : 
I seized one oT the guns, which lay by me : Eliza looked 
earnestly at me, but with full self-possession : we were on 
our feet in a moment : she took up the other gun, holding 
it in one hand, with the boarding pike in the other, ready 
to give me either, as occasion might require. Fidele con- 
tinned to bark, keepitig his head toward the rock a little 
beyond us. We listened, but could hQar nothing : I looked 
up and all around ; nothing appeared. We fully expected 
a surprise from some of the natives : at last 1 heard a noise 
just above us ; Fidele scrambled toward it ; I cocked the 
gun ; I feared a, something, — a wild beast perhaps ; I knew 
not what ; we did not see our enemy. I had no share in 
the fight ; Fidele killed him in an instant ; I heard him 
squeak ; but what he was, I had no idea. I clambered up 
into the brushwood, where the encounter had taken place, 
and there saw a large iguana ; which, in superstitious 
times, might have been exhibited as a dragon. I drew him 
forth with our pike ; and as we looked on him with much 
curiosity, the brave little dog wagged his tail, showing he 
sought ^th^t commendation which was and is ever due to 
valour ; and we liberally bestowed it on him. 1 took up the 
iguana, for I had learned in Jamaica the creature was es- 
teemed a great delicacy, eating like chicken. 

Trifling as the incident' my appear, our nerves had re- 
ceived a little shock during this adventure ; but we again 
rested on the rock, and then returned by the way we came 
to our ship. I deposited the iguana ; and, afler much persua- 
sion, Eliza allowed me to go, accompanied by Fidele and a 
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musket, back to the fountain for a supply of water: I did 
80, and quickly returned, without any accident. The loss of 
the gabbose during the hurricane, we did not know how to 
remedy ; we were afraid to light a fire on board, without 
a fire*place, lest we should burn the ship; and we felt un- 
willing to trust ourselves on shore to cook our victuals : 
but the last was the least dangerous alternative, and being 
armed, we resolved not to allow our late groundless panic 
to prevent us from adopting it. I made up a fit place of 
stones among the rocks, a little beyond the brig's bow, and 
there kindled a fire in the same way I had done on the day 
before ; while my wife got out some tea and sugar, and 
the metal tea-pot, and a couple of tin mugs, that had re- 
sisted the smashing effects of the hurricane. I boiled the 
kettle, (first reserving two or three quarts of water for 
other purposes,) then * roasted a couple of plantains, and 
in half an hour we sat down to the most comfortable re- 
past I ever enjoyed. We were thankful to the Author of 
all bounty ; which sense of gratitude to him is not the least 
of his best gifls. 

During my absence at the fire, Eliza had not neglected 
to dispense some of the water I had reserved, amongst our 
thirsty ducks and fowls ; the former of which were in great 
want of it ; and as she had discovered the bread-locker, 
nearly half full- of buiscuit, and a bag in it, with Indian 
corn, that had been brought on board to feed the poultry 
with, she gave the poor things a good meal. Those which 
had been drowned, were now becoming putrid ; so that I 
thought it best to throw them overboard, and I did so : this 
was a foolish act, for it drew some sharks into the creek 
next day : they soon devoured the dead poultry, but con- 
tinued to haunt us for a good while, to our terror, as by 
some accident we might possibly fall between the vessel's 
side and the rocks, some time or other in passing ; and then 
their jaws would speedily become our executioners. 

We, sat below for a few hours, in the heat of the day, 
ancl took a survey of our situation : the discussion was too 
various to admit of being noted down here, but I proceeded 
to act upon the decisions we made. It appeared to me, 
that, as the vessel had taken the ground fore and afl where 
she lay, there was no hazard of her sinking from any leak 
in the bottom ; but, nevertheless, if the water were not 
pumpted out, it would continue to rise within her to the 
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level of the sea, and thereby spoil much of the cargo ; to 
which we looked in a great degree for our future subsis- 
tence and comfort. I therefore fell to in the evening, and 
pumped for an hour ; of which there was much need, for 
the water came up as fast as the pump would go. I re- 
solved to pursue this every day, but instead of doing it in 
the evening, to make it my first occupation at break of 
day, when I was fresh, and the air cool. While I worked 
at the pump, my wife drew forth part of the fruits and ve- 
getables from the steerage, and dried and aired them on 
the qaarter-deck. I thonght the empty coop a good place 
to put them in, and she arranged them there. The goats 
took care of themselves/ as she was thus employed ; even 
limpy had not lost her appetite, from the fracture. One of 
the water-melons, that had been bruised, was set aside for 
our refreshment, which we found cool and pleasant ; but 
we only .indulged in part of it, and, collecting the seeds 
with much care, reserved the remainder of its fruit for to- 
morrow. ,Not being accustomed to labour, we were suffi- 
ciently fatigued to remain quietly on deck until it was time 
to go to rest. The eventide is delightful in tropical cli- 
mates : we sat on one of the hen-coops, until the stars 
appeared, enjoying the cool Millness of the air, and the va- 
ried prospect that surrounded us : we then retired to our 
devotions and to bed. 

I arose with the dawn, and performed my task at the 
pump. I would gladly have bathed in the sea afler it, tO' 
refresh myself; but I saw a couple of sharks, and I thought 
no more of the wished-for luxury. My kind helpmate did 
not slumber in bed afler I arose, but got up, and, search- 
ing all the lockers, found where the saucepans were 
kept, and many other things, as the salt, pepper, butter, 
<Sz;c., &c., which had been placed there for. present use. 
She also discovered the harness cask, with the salt beef 
and pork in it, for the ship's company : it had been hid from 
me in the steerage passage by the ship's awning, that was 
thrown over it. I now took the tea-kettle, also a large tin 
cooking vessel with an arched handle, and, accompanied 
by my two faithful companions, not forgetting a musket, 
marched to the fountain and brought back a supply of 
water. We soon got a tea breakfast, so congenial to our 
former habits. 

It^ had been determined that one of our first objects 
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should be to get some of the seeds of our fruits, and some 
of the roots, as our yams and coccos, into the ground, the 
late rains having rendered the soil favourable for their re- 
ception ; but the spades, and i shovels, and hoes were all 
among the cargo ; and how to approach them I could not 
devise, with nothing but my own strength : to move the 
bulky casks, and other things, that filled the hold of the 
brig, were an herculean task : they had been shipped in 
England, and were therefore under what was taken in at 
Jamaica ; but, being articles likely to suiSer by pressure, 
on account of their shafts, I concluded they must be imme- 
diately below the lumber : however, there was nothing 
fi^r it but to go to work with perseverance and a good will ; 
so, after breakfast, I opened the main hatchway, and saw 
the boards and shingles stowed close up to the deck. I 
pulled out a great quantity of the shingles, throwing them 
on deck, and then got hold of some of the long planks, four 
of which I succeeded to hoist on deck. I placed these 
planks over the starboard gunwale of the brig ; one end 
of each resting there, the other on the sandy beach, which 
was close to her side : along these planks I slid all the 
boards down upon the beach as fastias I could get them 
up ; and at intervals amused myself by throwing the shin- 
gles (small pieces of wood used in the West Indies instead 
of slates) as far as I could, beyond the boards let down by 
the slope. I worked hard till twelve o'clock, and was 
heartily tired. 

My wife had kept up the fire on the rocks on the other 
side, and had made free with a shingle or two to help it : 
she had put some coccos on to boil, and a couple of plan- 
tains to roast, and so far had endeavoured to provide a din- 
ner for us. I was pleased with her care and industry ; 
"but we will eat the iguana, dear," said I ; " it is very 
good." — " I do not think I could taste it," she replied ; 
'* it looks so hideous ; yet, if yon eat of it, I will certainly 
ti:y to do so." I soon prepared the animal, which was not 
much bigger than a rabbit, and, getting a saucepan out of 
the locker, cut the creature in pieces, and, mixing a little 
pepper, salt, butter, and flour into small balls, stewed it ex- 
cellently. We sat down to our iguana and vegetables ; 
and she, as well as myself, admired my unexpected talent 
at cookery, while we found the dish even exquisite. Af- 
ter our repast we retired below for a few hours ; -and, in 
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talking over matters, I lamented not knowing where the 
water-casks had heen deposited. My wife thought they 
must be in the hold, if there were any ; and asked me if I 
did not recollect that a large one, ^lled with water, had 
stood on the deck, and which, no doubt, had been washed 
overboard in the hurricane ; but probably, though the voy- 
age was expected to be short, and many might not have 
been brought, yet some must be discovered after a search. 
I hoped so ; for the fact is, I was desirous of putting my 
hand on water on board for our culinary purposes, with- 
out going for it across the isthmus, having so much other 
labour before me. In the afternoon I went down into the 
hold ; and, having cleared away a considerable quantity 
of the lumber, I was enabled to discover what I wanted, 
and got at the water-casks ; which, as Eliza suggested, 
were few, only two in number. I forced the bung out of 
one of them, and contrived to get the hand-pump into it ; 
a great point gained, under our present circumstances. I 
pumped a bucket full of the water, and, bringing it up, 
poured some out for the poultry. As they hurried to 
drink, I was glad to observe, on reconnoitering them at- 
tentively, that they were rightly assorted, — one gaflant 
cock, poor fellow, now but in shabby attire, with three 
hens, looking little better. There were sQso two or three 
drakes among the ducks ; and I was pleased in having thus 
assured myself of a prospect of their muhiplication when 
we could trust them on shore to enjoy their liberty. We 
regaled ourselves at even with the remainder of the water- 
melon; and, as we had. not yet entered upon a rigid eco- 
nomy of our delicacies, we boiled our kettle, and finished 
the day with tea. 

Our rest this night was sound and refreshing ; the noi- 
ses of the storm had died away upon our ears ; we had 
purchased sleep by the laborious exertions of the day, and 
were only awakened by the crowing of the cock. 

This day was occupied much as the former — in pumping 
out the ship, iind in getting the shingles and deals, and some 
small squared timber out of the hold, upon the beach. My 
dear wife reminded me that the next day would be the 
Sabbath, and as such we must keep it. I blessed God for 
the consecration of that day, and thanked her for telling 
me bf it, as I was not aware that the week had so nearly 
expired. We boiled a piece of salt beef and salt pork to 
serve us until Monday, and finished the day in thankfulness. 
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CHAP. IV. 



Sunday, 30th December. — We arose with the dawn, and 
both expressed an earnest desire to bathe in the sea, for 
we felt that such a bath would be not only grateful, but 
highly useful to us, our laborious occupation during the last 
four days requiring for us complete ablution ; but we were 
deterred from plunging into the transparent wave, that so 
powerfully invited us, by having seen the sharks; and 
therefcNTe contented ourselves, for the present, with a good 
washing. 

The sun arose in splendid majesty, and for a few minutes 
shone resplendently into the cabin windows ; but he had 
not risen half a degree above the horizon, before he was 
veiled by the high rocky island, which lay astern of us, 
distant about half a mile. After prayer, we went upon 
deck to enjoy the calm coolness of the morning : all was 
beauty and freshness around : we blessed God for the pro- 
fusion of his bounties, and felt the situation in which his 
providence had placed us as the place of our rest : we 
thought upon (he storm we had survived with adoring gra- 
titude, lamenting the fate of our rash companions, who, 
trusting to their own might alone, had distrusted the com- 
passion of the Almighty. 

Eliza had brought the prayer-book upon deck, and, open- 
ing it, she read, — *^ O come, let us give thanks unto the 
Lord, for he is gracious. The sea roared, and the stormy 
winds lifled up the waves thereof: we were carried up as 
it were to heaven, and then down again into the deep : our 
souls melted within us. Then cried we unto thee, O Lord, 
and thou didst deliver us out of our distress. Blessed be 
thy name who^didst not despise the prayer of thy servants, 
but didst hear our cry and hast saved us. Thou didst 
send forth thy commandment, and the windy storm ceased 
and was turned into a calm. Thou, Lord, hast made us 
glad through the operation of thy hands, and we will Itv- 
umph in thy praise* Blessed be the Lord Go&i qn^ti^^ 
Vol. I. 5 
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Lord God, who only doeth wondrous things, and blessed 
be the name of his Majesty for ever !" Then we both said, 
in the fulness of our hearts, Amen ! Amen !— and throwing 
ourselves on the neck of each other, wept tears of joy and 
gratitude. 

About the time the ascending sun looked over the rock 
upon the vessel's deck, the sea-breeze set in, which blow- 
ing into the cabin windows rendered it more agreeable 
below than on deck. We therefore descended ; and afler 
breakfast determined to show our respect to the day by 
dressing ourselves in better attire. > The trunks were 
opened, and my beloved wife dressed herself as she would 
have done at Awbury on a Sunday : and I followed her 
example : we then sat down quietly, and I went through 
the morning service, she reading the lessons for the day. 
Afler this proper and consolatory exercise, we talked to 
each other about those dear friends we had left behind in 
England, and often with grateful tenderness reverted to 
the father of Eliza, to whom both of us were much indebt- 
ed for the peace we now enjoyed ; being separated from 
all the gayeties of life, but having for our portion God and 
ourselves. ^ 

It being the winter solstice, or a few days afler, and the 
sea-breeze blowing fresh, we did not find it unpleasantly 
hot upon deck ; for although it was now near to noon, the 
vessel was completely in shadow of the promontory. We 
therefore enjoyed ourselves sitting arm in arm on the quar- 
ter-deck, feeling an internal happiness that scarcely couk. 
have been anticipated in such a situation : it was that 
peace which the world cannot give nor take away, and 
with "Which the stranger intermeddleth not. At one o'clock 
we went below, and took a slight repast by way of dinner ; 
and, as soon as the high rock which overtowered our ves- 
sel extended its protecting shadow to some distance over 
the isthmus, my dear wife put on her gipsy hat, and we 
prepared to go on shore to take a walk. Yet we were 
somewhat afraid, although we had not seen any traces of 
natives nor other inhabitants ; neither had we heard the 
bowlings of wild beasts: still we did not deem it prudent 
to venture without some defence. As it was Sunday, I 
did not choose to carry a gun ; so I bethought me to go 
to one of my trunks and take out my pistols, which 1 did, 
and fastened them to a belt made of a silk pocket handker- 
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chief; then taking a boarding-pike in my hand, and giving 
Eliza another, to servo at once for a pilgrim's staff and a 
weapon, — ^thus accoutred, with our faithful little dog, we 
stepped on shore. 

I had observed a grove of cocoa-nut trees towards the 
centre of the isthmus, bearing about north of us ; or I 
should rather say I saw the tops of them, . for the sand- 
banks appeared unusually high between them and the eas. 
tern beach. We now proposed to direct our steps to that 
place, and proceeded for some distance under shadow of 
the promontory, during which it was very pleasant ; but 
after we emerged from that friendly shield, the heat be- 
came intense, which, adding to the disagreeableness of the 
deep loose sand getting into our shoes, disposed us to re- 
turn. I, however, perceived we could avoid the lattier in- 
convenience by edging down to the sea-side, which wie did, 
and, by keeping close to the water's edge, found the foot- 
ing firm and the walking pleasant. Thus feeling ourselves 
quite at ease along the margin of the beach, we often stop- 
ped to contemplate the reef on which the brig had struck ; 
and, observing now the surf break over it, we felt a renew, 
ed spirit of gratitude to God, who had delivered us from a 
watery grave. 

After proceeding about half a mile, we picked up many 
beautiful shells, which were admirable for their high pol- 
ish. I put them in my pocket, one by one, as they pre- 
sented themselves to us ; until finding myself rather hea- 
vily laden, I said, '* Eliza, we will leave some for our 
next walk." My dear companion instantly comprehended 
the cause of my remark, and desired to share the burden ; 
but it was not already one, although it would have spon 
become so, had we not ceased to yield to our desire of col- 
lecting these beauties of the ocean. By this amusement, 
and the frequent contemplation of objects around us, the 
evening had imperceptibly crept upon us, so that the sun 
was setting just as we reached the eminence behind which 
stood the grove of cocoa-nuts : from that point we had a 
full view of the bright orb of day, making his slow descent 
over the land that bounds the lake upon the west. The 
sight filled us with admiration ; and, as his radiance stream- 
ed along the sky, we raised our hearts to Him who made 
so glorious a creature — so glorious, indeed, that men have 
worshipped him for his and their Creator, as if, dazzled by 
his beams^ the light of their understanding \i«dk \^^^tk y^v 
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out, not to see that light or darkness, heaven or earth, all, 
are but creatures, the work of thy hands, O God, self-ex- 
isting, unseen by the eye of man, yet every where visible 
in thy works, giving life and motion to all created things, 
and in whom and by whom we live, and move, and have 
our being. 

We returned by the western beach, and keeping close 
to the water's edge, walked with a good pace, and soon 
arrived at the point beyond which the gushing fountain 
pours out its refreshing water ; and, it being now nearly 
dark, we could not stop to* drink, but hastened across the 
isthmus, and got on board. After resting a little we took 
some wine and biscuit, and, being refreshed, gave prayer 
and praise to the Father of mercies. Thus having spent 
our first sabBath in the land of our solitude, we retired with 
repose of spirit to sleep. 

Monday, 31st. The dawn of the next day found me at 
the pump, which, after a quarter of an hour's work, began 
to throw out the water slowly, and to my great joy and 
relief, before half an hour had expired, it sucked, that is, 
no more water remained within ils reach ; so that on 
ceasing to work it, the air rushed in from above. I now 
went into the hold, and searched about for the boxes that 
contained the spades, hoes, axes, <Sz;c., and at last found 
them stowed athwart-ships, close to the after bulk-head. 
I got a maul and large chisel from the carpenter's chest in 
the steerage, and forced open their lids. I took out a 
spade, a hatchet, a felling axe, and a couple of hoes ; then 
hastened to the cabin to show my dear wife the proofs of 
my success, and to inform her of a cessation from my 
morning's toil at the pump. She was alive to every inci- 
dent that concerned me, and she expressed the pleasing 
emotion she felt by a kind word, and a kinder smile, when 
I showed her the spade, and told her I had cleared the 
vessel of the leakage. We now had breakfast ; after 
which I thought it right to cover up the main-hatchway 
loosely, not requiring to work any more at the cargo for 
the present. I had' cleared away all the lumber amid-ships, 
but there was still a good deal more forward in the vessel. 
We cut up a pumpkin with a piece of pork, which I stewed 
together for our dinner. Then, as before, we took care 
of the pumpkin seeds ; and on all future occasions we never 
omitted to gather up the seeds of our fruits as we used 
them. 
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In the aflernoon we went on shore to look about for 
spots of favourable ground to plant some of the seeds of the 
water-melon which we had eaten a few days ago, and also 
of the pumpkin we had just cut up, but of which at least one 
half yet remained, for it was very lai^e. I put the hatchet 
into my belt, and, taking a musket and my spade in each 
hand, set forth, my guardian angel carrying her pike, while 
brisk Firlele led the way. I knew that the water-melon 
required much sun, but the pumpkin less : the former 
would only grow in hot eltmates- ; the latter would come 
to perfection even in ^the south of England. I also knew 
that a sandy soil was favourable to both these plants. I 
therefore felt I should not seek long without finding proper 
situations for them ; but it must be on the other side of 
the isthmus, beyond the termination of the promontory, 
somewhere near the spring of .water. 

When we had advanced a couple of hundred yards under 
the precipitous rock, we came to that part which receded ; 
in the recess of which, some thorny acacias, and some 
other trees, were growing.- As we stopped to look in 
among them, the dog made bis way through the thicket^ 
and in a minute or two he began barking ; when, to our 
startling surprise, we presently heard him answered, we 
thought, by some other ~dog, accompanied by strange and 
loud noises from the same quarter ; but as they appeared 
rather at a distance, we took courage, and called Fidele 
to us. We repeated our call over and over again, yet he 
did not come, but continued to bark. I then, by the still 
corresponding sound, guessed it to be an echo, and ex- 
claimed to my wife, <* Oh ! he has got another iguana, 1 
suppose." I then observed to her, ''There must be a pas- 
sage through the thicket to some distance, for his barking 
seems a great way off." While we were talking, his up^ 
roarious little voice grew nearer, and immediately out 
brushed an iguana, with his mane erect, dragging his long 
tail afler him like a great snake attached to his posteriors ; 
looking noore ugly, if not more horrible, than any other 
creature in the world. Fidele was soon after him, and 
killed him, without any fight, after a run of twenty or thirty 
yards. I praised our little dog, and patted him ; and left; 
the iguana where he lay, for the present. *^ I should like 
to penetrate through this thicket," I exclaimed; >' there 

Vol. I. 5* 
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•may be some iseue to the other side of the promontory." 
I returned instantly on board, for a table knife, which I 
sharpened on a stone ; and with it and the hatchet, I 
cleared a narrow path forward ; throwing the small trunks 
and branches, I had occasion to cut away, out upon the sand. 

Af^er working about two hours, I advanced through the 
opening I had made, and found myself close to the mouth 
of a cavern, into which I looked; but instead of being a 
dark recess, as such places generally are, I saw a light 
shining into it, as if from above, with considerable bril- 
liancy. While cutting away the trees, my wife had re- 
mained without the thicket, and kept Fidele by her side : 
I now called to her to come forward ; and with some diffi. 
culty (owing to the inconvenience of her English dress) 
she got through the thorn-beset avenue. I took her hand, 
and we stepped into the cavern together: th^ mouth ap- 
peared as large as a small gateway ; and thence we saw 
the sun's rays coming in frqpn an opening opposite, about 
three or four feetki diameter, and, perhaps, thirty feet above 
us. By this opening at the back of the cave, it was clear that 
the further end of the cavern was close to the further side 
of the promontory, at least at this point. We now gazed 
around us, and saw we were in an extensive natural exca- 
vation ; the. floor of which was covered by the dung of 
birds ; the summit thickly hung with pendulous stalactites ; 
and the sides incrustated with shelving masses and nodules 
of the same. We were now sure the noises we had heard, 
when our dog barked, was that bark reverberated, and, per- 
haps, the flight of birds making their escape through the 
natural window above. We lingered and looked about a 
little, but without being able to make any further obser- 
vations worth notice ; and so we squeea^ed our way back 
through the slender avenue I had made in the brushwood, 
being a distance of nearly thirty yards. 

We now proceeded round the west end of the promon- 
tory to the spring, and crossed over its little run of water, 
by stepping on some small fragments of rock in its bed, 
without even wetting our shoes. The ground was clear of 
wood for a few yai^s, but beyond were large trees, free 
from underwood. We walked under this umbrageous fo- 
liage, toward the lake for the space of a hundred yards ; 
which brought us out on the south side of the rock's point, 
that separated this wooded region from tha sandy istb- 
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mus ; we observed that this poiat, which extended a cob- 
siderabie distance into the lake, was a Bare rock ; and 
that there was nothing but sand, mixed with a little earth, 
between it and the foot of the promontory whence the 
spring gushed. Having ascertained these objects, we 
retraced our steps ; and I fixed upon a piece of ground 
between the spring and the southern part of the rock, 
clear of the shade of trees, for putting in the seeds. On 
this spot there were reeds, and grasses, and some other 
slender plants growing ; and, from the late rain and con- 
tiguity to the little brook, they were somewhat rank — I 
should say, with more propriety of diction, luxuriant. I 
fell to work with my spade, and turned up the earth here 
and there in patches of about a yard square ; and put a 
couple of melon seeds into some, and as many pumpkin 
seeds into others. As my sowing finished, the sun was 
.setting, which warned us to return ; but just at this mo- 
ment our attention was arrested by the leaping of fish all 
round the point. Some appeared so near us, I could see 
they were mullet, such as we had eaten in Jamaica at Mr. 
Dickinson's table, who then told us a curious fact, — ^that 
these fish are oflen enticed to spring into the fisherman's 
boats, attracted by his carrying a lighted torch, during his 
night-work. We now saw them leaping, probably towards 
the last rays of the sun. That we had no boat to attempt 
catching any of them caused me a little regret, and I ex- 
pressed it to Eliza. " Are we not fed from heaven ?" she 
replied ; " my Edward, why would you tempt God? Re- 
member the Israelites and the quails." I deserved the re- 
proof. *' Thank you, my own better part," said If" the 
heart is ever ready to turn against heaven with impious 
ingratitude." As we talked, we moved homeward, for as 
yet our vessel was our home : we took a look at the thick- 
et, and passed a reflection or two on the cavern in 
our way ; while we stopped for a minute there, Fidele put 
us in mind of the iguana, by running to the spot where it 
lay, and kept guard over his prize until I came and took 
it up. I confess I was outrageously hungry after the ex« 
ertions of the day ; and as soon as we got on board, I de- 
molished all the stew that had been left at dinner, while 
xny wife prepared our little board for tea. Gentlefolk 
often wonder how servants and other working people can 
eat so much ; if I had ever entertained such a wonder, it 
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wti now no longer to me a mystery. While at tea, among 
other subjects now of high concern to us, that of some un. 
suitable parts of our dress came un Ar consideration : the 
most pressing occasion for remedy .was the sand filling our 
shoes. , Aher some deliberation, it w«s resolved to make 
canvass gaiters^ to come half way up the leg, and be sewed 
on to our shoes, of which we had a good stock ; besides 
there being a great supply on board, part of the invest- 
qaent of the cargo. I waste substitute a sailor's jacket for 
my flapping coat ; and Eliza a short bed-gown for her long 
wide dress. We finished the day by putting the cabin in 
order ; and, having said our prayers, retired to rest. 

V Tuesday, 1st January, 1734.— *£arly in the morning I 
set about cutting away pieces of the torn sails, some of 
which were hanging about the fore rigging. I foresaw 
there would be much use for all the pieces of canvass I 
could collect ; but ' my present object was a slip for our 
boots ; and, in getting that, I improved the opportunity to 
obtain some.very large pieces, indeed as much as I could 
«arry at three times, which I brought all aft, and laid on 
the quarter-deck. After breakfast, we shaped out our 
boot-legs ; I say we, because it required our united inge- 
nuity to accomplish it. I got some sewing-twine from the 
sailmaker's box, also a couple of his needles, and his 
palm (a sort of thimble that fits by alstrap to the palm of 
the ^and, and which, by that way, gives more power to 
push the huge needle through the canvass.) With this 
palm I undertook to sew the canvass gaiters on to the shoes, 
if my wife would previously run them up stoutly behind 
with one of her largest needles and some strong thread. 
She immediately set about her part of the task ; and, after 
sitting by her a little while to see the work fairly begun, I 
proposed taking the goats on shore, and placing them in 
the cavern, with a few plantains and some Indian com, to 
use them to the spot. As they were very tame, I did not 
think it probable they would stray away ; and as there was 
a good deal of herbage about the thicket, they would soon 
learn to subsist themselves, without drawing further on 
our little imported stock of grain. We now thought my 
pistols security enough ; I put them in my belt, leaving 
the guns on board ; and, having but a short distance to go, 
I concluded my dear companion would remain on board-; 
but she preferred accompanying me, and taking her station 
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with her work under the shadow of the rock, while I was 
biiaging the goats from the brig to the cavern. I took the 
lame animal up in royArms, and brought her on shore : the 
other jumped after me. I then led the lame one along by 
the horns ; and, when we arrived at the spot where my 
wife and her little dog had disposed themselves, they got 
up and joined the party. 

As soon as we entered the avenue of the thicket, the 
goats began to browse : however, I drove them forward 
into the cave, where their bleatings gave us an opportunity 
of seeing a great many pigeons take wing from the sides 
of the cavern, and fly out at its aperture on the opposite 
side. Although the dung of the birds was thickly spread 
on the floor, particularly toward the sides, yet the floor of 
the cave, and every part of it, appeared quite dry. We 
found it cool and airy, and pronounced it no bad lodgings 
for shipwrecked persons in such a climate. 

When we left the cave, the goats followed us out of it, 
but they stayed behind in the thicket to browse : observing 
this, and seeing there was plenty of herbage, we did not 
think it necessary to bring them any more provisions from 
the ship. Having thus begun to move our live stock, our 
next essay was to transplant the cock and hens to the sanie 
place, and put food and water for them in the cave, it be- 
ing clear they would never breed in the coop : with respect 
to the ducks, we determined to keep them where they 
were for the present, lest they might take to the water, and 
swim away. Having decided on these weighty matters, in 
our little commonwealth, we retrod our steps to the vessel ; 
and, putting the four fowls into a bag, and some bruised 
corn into another, returned to the cave, where, after throw- 
ing some of the corn on the floor, we let them out, and 
were glad to see them picking up the corn without any 
signs of fear, or even disturbance. This was a bold mea- 
sure, and of so much importance to us in its consequences, 
that we were not ashamed to ask of God his blessing upon 
this, as well as every other thing we undertook. I then 
brought some water in a bucket, that they might not be 
induced to stray away to seek for drink. Our goats were 
enjoying themselves among the bushes : and we left this 
little colony with some little anxiety, notwithstanding the 
security of their situation. 

We returned on board, and refreshed ourselves with a 
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couple of the oranges ; which we found fully ripe, and deli' 
ctous, but now took care of the seeds ; which we had ne- 
glected to do, when we eat them before, at a time when we 
were less collected in mind. My wife then set to work in 
earnest on the gaiters ; and I made up the fire On shore, 
to prepare our dinner. When the provisions were done, 
I brought them on board. By that time she had completed 
one pair of our sand defences ; we therefore sat down com- 
fortably to our fare, and she now made no scruple of eat- 
ing the iguana, but acknowledged it to be a great delicacy. 
On this occasion, it being new-year's-day, we treated our- 
selves to a glass of wine ; having discovered not a few 
bottles perfectly safe, in one of the after- lockers. This 
little feast being finished, we sat down to resume our work 
together, with great delight. She began upon the other 
pair of legs ; while I, with the saihmaker's palm and som6 
of bis twine, got on cleverly, closing in the tops of her 
shoes with the canvass gaiters she had prepared. '' Ed- 
ward," said she, after a short pause between us ; *' as you 
have frequent occasion to go to and fro from the vessel to 
the other side of the isthmus, and you know I am never 
happy when you are out of my sight, could you not con- 
trivc a temporary tent on the ridge of the isthmus, whence 
I could always see you when on these excursions ? And 
besides, it would be a place to keep an eye over our goats 
and poultry : and the cave being near, which we thought 
80 pleasant, we might take some useful things there, and 
occasionally make our fire, and dine. We should not then 
be far from the spring ; and if you were at work either 
at the vessel or by the spring, we should always be suffi- 
ciently near both, and you would not have far to come to 
rest yourself." I thought the arrangement good ; and we 
decided to put it in execution on the morrow. 

Thus by degrees we felt our wants, and had reason to 
be thankful that it was within our power gradually to pro- 
vide for them : we were not insensible to the mercy and 
bounty of our heavenly Father : how could we be so 1 
for it was but one week to that day, since we hung in awful 
jeopardy on the reef, amidst thunder and lightning, and a 
fierce tempest of wind, with an overwhelming sea. All 
these things were commented on during our work : and 
one reflection occurred to both, which seemed very unac« 
countable ; viz. that those seven days appeared, on re* 
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trospection, like so many months ; while some weeks ia 
our lives had passed away, which on looking hack to the 
day week, for instance, from one Sunday to another, had 
seemed but. a point in time. But this last week, although 
the minutes and hours sped quickly hy, yet from the muU 
titude of the objects, and the important events it had pro- 
duced, appeared to have embraced even a year's duration. 

We sat close at our work until nearly sunset, and then 
went ashore to visit our live stock at the cave. We found 
them all within : the goats lying on the floor at some little 
distance from its mouth; the poultry perched up on 
one of the stalactetic ledges about three feet above 
them. The interior of the cave was still quite light, which 
allowed us to see some bluish -coloured pigeons on the low- 
er ledge of the window aperture. They did not fly on 
our coming in, and we took care not to make any noise to 
scare them. I had brought the kettles with me for a sup. 
ply from the spring, and proceeded there, for Xhe water on 
board was a very unpleasant beverage. We deposited 
our vessels at the fountain : and now, having little appre- 
hension of wild beasts or savages, arm in arm, penetrated 
a little further into the wooded region : we proceeded 
about half a mile« passing several palm-trees, which I 
was glad to see, and at last came to an immense silk cotton 
tree, — a tree such as we had seen in Jamaica, at Mr. 
Dickinson's pen ; and which, in magnitude, reminded us 
of our native elm, bringing back recollections dear to our 
minds. At this place the ground appeared clear for a 
quarter of a mile, with the exception of some Indian figs 
and aloes here and there : beyond which, the trees spread 
again in great luxuriance ; the mountain cabbage palm be- 
ing among them. The clear ground seemed to be rocky, 
the cause, no doubt, that large trees did not grow on it. 
We stood awhile under the cotton tree, and looked upon 
the open space, having the lake before us, with some no- 
tions of its eligibility (or a permanent dwelling. Pleased 
with this discovery, we returned, and on our way again saw 
the mullets leaping about the point. We filled our kettles 
with the cool and clear water, and soon found ourselves 
safe on board, to close the evening as usual with a light 
repast, prayers, and rest. 

Wednesday, 2d. — In the morning I was cheered by the 
crowing of the cock on shores to whom I soon made a yiait^ 
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by carrying some of the planks up to the intended site of 
the tent, to lay over the sand for a floor. While thus em- 
ployed, it struck me, that, having plenty of them, it would 
be as well, and better, to construct the tent of planks en- 
tirely, rather than to erect uprights, and cover them with 
the ship's awning ; which I had first intended, reflecting 
that we might yet have more storms of wind and rain at 
this season of the year. I repeated my idea to my Eliza . 
at breakfast, who approved it, but with this observation, 
that she feared my plan would be too laborious for my 
strength. During the hot noon I resumed my task at the 
boots, and by dinner time had closed in the second pair : 
then, after a new ablution of our feet from the sand (of 
which, hitherto, we never had been free), we put on the 
guards, and, our cold dinner being despatched, I set to my 
carrying labour again. My anxious wife wanted to assist 
me ; but I told her that was far beyond the power of her 
tender fVame ; and desired her to go and sit under the 
shade of th6 promontory, upon the boards I had already 
carried there, and cheer me with her presence. She took 
a couple of plantains for the goats, and some more com 
for the fowls ; and I was pleased to see the goats, who 
were browsing round the exterior of the thicket, come to 
her and eat the plantains from her hand. 
: I marked out a spot for the tent, about forty feet clear 
of the steep side of the promontory, and twelve or fourteen 
feet beyond the cave and its avenue. I wished to erect 
the shed in the simplest way possible, and with as few 
nails or carpentry as might be practicable, intending it 
for only a temporary purpose ; but as the timber must be 
carried from the beach, and placed somewhere in a mass, 
it might as well be disposed of in this form as in any other. 
The planks I used were twelve feet long, and twelve 
inches broad, and two inches thick. I levelled rather 
more than twelve feet square of the ridge, and laid on 
twelve planks side by side ; which, being done, formed a 
square of twelve feet. I then crossed the ends of these 
planks with others ; which were again crossed, and sb on, 
after the manner of making the log-houses in America. 
I contrived the door, which was made opposite to the rock, 
by sawing some of the planks in two, cutting a bit off from 
each, the use for which will instantly appear, and placing 
these half planks instead of whole ones on either side, sup- 
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ported by upright planks for door-posts, the little cut-off 
pieces were placed between the ends of the half planks, to 
keep them duly asunder ; and in this way I made the 
windows also. As the planks were two inches thick, the 
building at the sides (independent of the door and of the 
windows, which were small,) was an alternatioip of two 
inches of plank and two inches of air ; but the corners 
were solid ; and the walls, being a foot thick, had the ap. 
pearaoce of a solid mass, unless when you looked in a 
straight line between the planks. The structure when 
finished, was ten feet square within the walls, and eight 
feet high. The roof was flat, made by a covering of the 
planks. It took nearly two hundred planks to construct this 
small building ; and it cost me the labour of four hours 
every day for a week. I have found some difficulty ia 
describing this wooden palace, for such it was to us ; and, 
to avoid greater obscurity in the picture, I have departed 
from my diary way of Writing, as far as regards it : but 
perhaps, after all, the description I have given may not 
convey a correct notion of what is intended to be portray, 
ed ; but they who have seen a log-house in America will 
easily comprehend my meaning. I shall now return to 
the details of the day on which I began our plank palace, 
or shed, or tent, or whatever you would like to call it. 
After having cleared the spot, and laid the foundation 
planks, the evening closed in, ajid we retired to our vessel, 
and to rest. 

Thursday, 3d. — I took the dawn of the morning for two 
hours' work at the plank house ; and, being now in^sight, 
my wife contentedly remained on board : she employed 
hqrself in getting up the shaddocks, ^nd oranges, and limes, ' 
and pine -apples, with the vegetable roots, to air upon deck ; 
they were yet all in good preservation, excepting one pine- 
apple, which was beginning to decay, from having been 
bruised and over-ripe. The whole store I found spread 
upon deck when I returned from my morning's work. The 
sight was glorious : I saw future trees, bearing delicious 
fruit, hid in the precious heap. I blessed God tor his pro- 
vidence, in the provision he had thus made^ for man, — " the 
herb bearing seed," to be perpetuated for his use. We 
did not keep the ripe pine-apple for desert, as great people 
do, but we eat it for breakfast with our tea and biscuit i 
however, before it was cut, 1 twisted the top out of it very 

Vol. I. 6 
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gradually, so as to bring with it a deep cone of fibres ; 
having learned at Jamaica that the top t)f the pine-apple 
so taken out would grow, and become prolific. A^er 
breakfast we trudged over the isthmus to the spring, to 
plant the pine-top near to the melons ; and I took a hoe 
in my hand as well as the spade, and hoed up the ground 
all round the seeds I had sown, so that the grass and weeds 
might be scorched, if not destroyed, by the sun. I then 
chose a spot, far from any shade, in 'which to plant the 
pine-top ; and, having done so, placed some split shingles 
round it for security. The*' day was then at the hottest, 
and we therefore determined to make another excursion 
into the wooded region ; but we could not pass the fountain 
without stopping to drink ; and our little faithful companion 
seemed to take equal pleasure in lapping the clear water, 
nay, even lying down in* the stream, to enjoy its coolness 
in every limb. We delighted in seeing his delight ; yet 
rather envied him a hixury, which hitherto fear of the 
sharks had compelled us to deny to ourselves. " How 
much I should like to bathe," exclaimed Eliza, as Fidele 
rolled and gladdened in the water : * " I wish there were 
no sharks," continued she ; *< how comfortable it would be 
to us, could we refresh ourselves every morning in the 
sea." — " I think, my love," said I, " that I could stoccado 
in a place from the sea, with staves, large enough to afford 
you that enjoyment without danger. When your wooden 
tent Is finished, I will attempt the bath." — " My dear Ed. 
ward," she sweetly replied, ** you never lose an opportu* 
nity of showing me the immeasurable kindness of my 
husband." I took her by the hand, and pressed it to my 
lips, but my heart was too full to speak. I gently raised 
Her from the stone on which we had sat down, near the 
stream-head, and turned together into the wood. We 
proceeded through the welcome shade, till we arrived at 
the head of the dell, close under the silk cotton tree. 
During our walk we saw several birds, but observed that 
none of them sung. There was, however, a dove in the 
cotton- tree, which attracted our attention by her plaintive 
note ; and, on looking down on the ground before us, we 
perceived several other doves pecking happily about, but 
the]^ fled at our approach. We also heard the screams of 
paroquets in the woods beyond; but they were indistinct ; 
therefore must be distant. We now again surveyed this 
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place with a wistful kind of inspection ; and the more we 
contemplated it, the more we became satisfied that it might 
be made an eligible spot for our permanent residence. We 
thought we discovered ground enough, in a little dell be- 
tween the great tree and the lake, for our cultivation, 
though there were plants beyond us, barren of soil and 
rocky. The situation would be near enough to the spring 
and to the ship, for the supplies we should require from 
those sources : and withal, it seemed to be secure and se- 
questered. 

On our return, I lodged the spade and hoe in the cave ; 
and we were pleased to see our goats and fowls well and 
contented. We threw out some more bruised corn from 
the bag that we had lodged there ; and could not help re- 
marking, that either the fowls had acquired extraordinary 
appetites, or that the goats had helped them off with the 
corn thrown out yesterday. We got on board about two 
o'clock, and made a cold dinner on salt beef and roasted 
yams. 

As we had now given up all hope of ever seeing our 
captain and his crew again, I thought there would be no 
indelicacy in rummaging the captain's cabin, if not his 
chest ; and there I found his quadrant, a spare compass, 
(the one on deck had been demolished, with the binnacle, 
by the hurricane,) a case of hollands, a little empty keg 
called a canteen, made to contain about two qi^irts, with a 
string to sling over the shoulder, and a mouth-pi^ce, with a> 
cork, so that a person could drink out of the keg when the 
cork was withdrawn. I also found several other desirable 
things, among which was a large box of Havannah cigars. 
Of all these acquisitions, the keg-canteon presented itself 
as most immediately important. /* This will be a little 
fountain in the wilderness to us, my Eliza," said I, " when 
we go to visit the cocoa-nut grove ; or, perhaps, when we 
venture to explore beyond the northern extremity of the 
sandy isthmus." She smiled in the way she always did 
when she saw any thing particularly pleased me 4 and tlien. 
assisted me in transporting the lighter parts of our bed- 
ding upon deck to air. I then left her to arrange our se- 
veral just discovered comforts; and, stepping on shore 
again, employed myself for two hours at the plank house. 
Before evening closed, I had resumed my seat by her dear 
side ; and night found uS; as usual, grateful and happy. 
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Friday, 4th. — On going upon deck at daylight, I saw a 
large turtle, apparently asleep, close under the stern of the 
brig. This was the first turtle I had seen, excepting at 
the turtle-market in Jamaica. I looked earnestly at the 
creature, feeling a strong desire to attempt taking such a 
prize ; but I could, not swim, and I had no boat, nor any 
means of getting at it. I was cogitating on the possibility 
of bestriding a plank, and, with a shingle for a paddle, 
making an essay, with a coil of very small rope, to secure 
it by one of the fins ; but while I thus planned, it began to 
move, and come in toward the beach. I then went down, 
and brought Eliza on deck to see it ; biit first shut in Fi- 
dele below, for fear he might bark and frighten the turtle. 
We watched it approach the beach, on which it clambered 
up a little way with some difficulty ; and after it had rested 
awhile, we perceived it begin to scrape a hole with one of 
its fore fins. I suspected it was going to deposit eggs 
there, and I was right : my intended prize had not got 
above a couple of yards beyond the water, and I feared it 
might yet escape me. I looked well about to see if there 
were any sharks in sight ; and finding the coast clear, after 
some remonstrance from my dear wife, manfully set about 
the achievment. 

1 landed on the rocks, taking a piece of small rope in 
my hand, with a noose at one hand, and,' crouching down 
under the bank and the vessel's bows, came round on the 
other side unobserved, and got between the turtle and the 
water. It allowed me to draw near without its making' 
any movement, it being that moment in the act of deposit- 
ing its eggs. I slipped the noose over one of its fore fins, 
and then it instantly started back, and soon made a violent 
efifort, by which it would have dragged me, with itself, in. 
to the sea, had 1 not fortunately leaped to the side oppo- 
site to the fin round which the noose was drawn, and just 
as the creature reached the water's edge, by strongly jerk- 
ing the rope, I turned it over on its back. I was then its 
master ; but it struggled resolutely to recover its position. 
I then sat down deliberately on its belly, and, in spite of 
all its flapping, kept it on its back. My wife, who is ever 
my helpmate, was quickly at my side to give every assist- 
ance in her power. I despatched her to bring a longer 
and stronger rope from the vessel ; which she did ; and 
having secured it to the other fin, I desired her to take it 
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and fasten it round as many of the planks and pieces of 
timber which lay on the beach as she could. She accom. 
plished this very well ; and I recommenced my exploit by 
trying to haul our captive up the bank : but it proved too 
heavy ; and, in my making the attempt, it recovered its po- 
sition from the back, and succeeded in dragging down the 
planks a few feet. It was now close to the water. I' left 
it, and ran up to the planks, heaping one upon another 
over the rope, until I opposed a force sufficient to again 
hold the turtle. I thought it would be best now to kill it; 
but I no sooner decided so, than it drew in its head (the neck 
of which is the only vulnerable part), and I could not ven- 
ture a stroke. The idea of wounding or maiming the crea- 
ture, without killing it, was revolting to my feelings. I 
knew it was now safe, and 1 therefore had time to go sys- 
tematically to work. I got a double ^block purchase from 
the shipy and making a rope fa^t round all the timber on 
shore, I fixed one end of the purchase on the bight of that 
rope, and the other to the • rope fixed to the fin ; and, ak 
though the turtle seemed to be quite two hundred weight, 
I boused it up high and dry some yards upon the beach, in 
less than half an hour. 1 had now secured my prize ; but 
what was to be done with it ? We surveyed it some time 
silently ; <' I do not like that you should kill the poor ani- 
mal," said my kind-hearted Eliza ; "^we have provision 
enough, and we can subsist very well without taking its 
life." — " We will discnss that, dearest," said I, ** by and 
bye ; now let us go on board and get some breakfast, for 
I am heartily fatigued." At break&st we talked the mat- 
terover. She pleaded sweetly for the poor thing, and I 
could not but respect the sentiment ; yet, although we had 
indeed plenty of food, it was not of the kind most whole- 
some to subsist entirely upon ; our health required fresh 
provisions ; and we could not expect Fidele would bring us 
an iguana every day ; nor durst we think of deriving any 
help from the live stock for some time to come — ^they must 
breed, and the. young ones grow. I urged all these prac- 
tical arguments against her tender persuasions; and at 
last, after a few moments' silence, she said, '^ well, then> 
I suppose it ought to be killed; but, Edward, I have my 
doubts about your doing it." — ** 6 yes," answ^ered I, "I 
will see to that presently." I went to find a large dinner 
knife ; and having sharpened it wellj for the purpose o^ 
Vol. L 6 ♦ 
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eiitting off its head, led my wife on board, and proceeded 
resolutely to the place where the turtle lay. When I 
tucked up my shirt sleeves, to prevent the blood from 
staining them, and brandished the knife, as the creature's 
head lay stretched forth from its shell, I felt so like an as- 
sassin about to commit his first crime, that nature recoiled 
within me : my hand trembled, my blood crept, and a cold 
dampness came out on my forehead, and in the palms of 
my hands. I could not have cut off the head of the poor 
animal at that moment, for the universe : a guilty shame 
seemed to hang over me ; and, afler a little contention 
with it, I retraced my steps to the vessel. Eliza never 
saw me look as I then did — no doubt like a thief taken in 
the fact ; or perhaps not unlike a condemned criminal. 
"You repent then, Edward, I see," said she, "having 
killed the poor beast ?" — " No, my blessed angel," I re- 
plied, putting down the knife, " I could not do it ! I never 
took the life of any thing in such a way : the best feelings 
of my nature interposed, and thy kind spirit ! We will let 
the creature go." She took me at my word ; and, with 
Fidele, we hastened to the beach, unbound the noose, and 
gladly watched the poor turtle make its way, though with 
fear and precipitation, into the sea. " Now, my honoured 
husband," said she, " you are doubly dear to me ! God 
will bless you for this act of forbearance." — " Indeed, in- 
deed," I replied, " I feel equally guilty as if 1 had killed 
it : I had every inclination to do so." — " Yes," she replied, 
" it was reason that prompted you to kill it, but feeling for- 
bade you : it is well, for once, that feeling has been right ; 
for most frequently reason is the just judge*, and feeling 
the offender." We contemplated our released prisoner, 
until it was nearly out of sight ; and then returned on board, 
with a delight at heart which could not have been imparted 
by the finest turtle feast in the universe. 

Although fatigued, I resolved to do penance for my ini- 
quity, and fell to my task of carrying the planks as usual. 
By our dining time, I was fairly done up, but, happily, had 
not worked away my appetite ; so, after making a good 
salt-beef dinner, sat quietly down for a couple of hours to 
rest myself. Meanwhile, my Eliza wished to make me 
a little amends for all my lost trouble about the turtle, (for 
she secretly believed I had spared it on her account,) and, 
while I was reposing on the lockers abaft, she prepared 
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me a desert, with some wine ; and, with a blissfol look, 
aofd the kindest accent, she woke me from a slight slumber 
into which I had fallen, to come and partake of the treat 
she had provided. I was charmed with the messenger 
and the message ; and we sat down, enjoying the delicious 
fruit, and refreshing beverage, with feelings that might be 
envied by the richest in dear old England. In the cbol of 
the evening, I proposed that we should transfer a few more 
of our creatures from our ark to the shore ; and begin 
with a duck and a drake, to locate them, (though at a risk) 
with our fowls. They were speedily put, from the coop, 
into a bag, for the purpose, which my Eliza undertook to 
execute. And while 1 was pursuing my afternoon's task 
at the plank house, she came occasionally out of the thicket, 
to tiDll me all our little colony was safe, and that when she 
threw corn on the floor of the cave, four or five pigeons 
flew down, and fed with the poultry. This explained the 
ibystery of the fowls' great appetites. She had taken the 
rind of a shaddock with her, to give to the goats, which, 
although very bitter, they eat greedily from her hand, out- 
side the thicket : they had followed her from the interior. 
I was pleased to see she was delighted in her occupa- 
tion, surveying her dumb Companions with so much satis- 
faction and complacency. As evening closed in, I was 
too tired to propose a walk : we therefore retired on board, 
and, at the usual hour, betook ourselves to rest. 

Saturday, 5th. — In the morning, early, I went down to 
the beach, where the scene with the turtle had taken 
place, to look for some of the eggs. They had all been 
crushed in the conflict, except four, and these I brought 
on board : they seenied filled with yolk, covered by a 
semitransparent skin. I presented them to my wife, who 
immediately decided on making a pudding for dinner ; 
there being plenty of flour and raisins in our ship's store. 
I liked her prgp^osal, and did justice to the dear old English 
dish, when it was set before us. Meanwhile, I had em- 
ployed myself in some necessary arrangements on board, 
until the afternoon called me forth to my building labours ; 
when she and Fidele, as before, amused themselves at the 
thicket, while I worked. Afler I had done for the day, we 
went with our kettles to the spring for water, the morrow 
being the Sabbath ; and observing 'Something near the 
shore) to the northward of the black rpck; where the rece* 
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ding beach makes a little inlet, we walked down, and per- 
ceived a' large fish, about the size of a cod, close in, pur- 
suing some small fry. I instantly caught the boarding 
pike from my wife's hand, (which she always carried when 
on our rambles,) and in the same instant transfixed the 
fish with it betweeA the shoulders, and turned it out of the 
water upon the sand in a moment : we both rejoiced at our 
good fortune ; and, pushing the pike through the gills, I 
carried it over my shoulder in triumph. We took up the 
kettles of water, in our delighted march back to the ves- 
sel, Fidele leaping gayly afler us, and laid our prize down 
on the deck. It seemed something like a cod-fish, yet 
was certainly a different fish ; however, I had no doubt of 
its being good for food. While thus examining it, I could 
not 4)elp observing to my wife, *' How is it, dear Eliza, 
that we have killed this fish without any compunction ? nay, 
on the contrary, rejoice in the achievment ? and yet we could 
not find in our hearts to take the life of the turtle T' — " I 
do not know," replied she ; '^ but surely there are nice 
points of feeling, which regulate our conduct in a way we 
cannot always detect or explain. I think the one looked 
so like a deliberate murder, that our hearts recoiled at the 
contemplation of the act." — "I beheve,'' rejoined l,"you 
have solved the difficulty ; for, really, as far as the* fish and 
the turtle are concerned, the last had as much right to his 
life and liberty as the first." Now arose a little hesitation 
about cooking it on the morrow, it being Sunday ; but as 
the fish would not keep in this climate for two days, and 
as our dear friends in England did not demur about pre- 
paring their roast beef on that day, .we thought we should 
not do very wrong to boil our fish on the sabbath, under 
existing circumstances. 

Sunday, 6th. — We performed our ablutions with the ri- 
sing sun, and went to prayer. It was the Lord's day, and 
we desired to dedicate it to him as perfectly as creatures 
in the body could prevail on themselves to do : we also 
liked to honour it a little in our appearance, by putting on 
better apparel, which we did ; but our canvass-legged boots 
could not, without inconvenience to our comfort, yield place 
^gain to shoes and large buckles. I, however, put on a 
coat ; and Eliza gave a graceful appearance to the short 
dimity bed-gown she wore, by throwing, a long shawl scarf 
over one jhoulder; which was passed round the waist; with 
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the ends faangiiig down a little before. She remarked, it 
were in vain to endeavour at saving her complexion in thia 
dimate ; and^ finding ther sides of the hat in her waj among 
the trees and bashes^ she had made up a torban, with some 
moslin and a strip of red banting, which gave her quite an 
Asiatic cast. Thus hal»ted, after breakfast we visited our 
colony at the cave, and returned to our Sabbath-morning 
devotions, by reading the service of the church. In the 
second lesson we were struck with the truth and simplicity 
of our blessed Saviour's words, — *< The kingdom of heaven 
Cometh not by observation ; it is in every man's breast." 
— << Tes, my dear Edward," said she, '^ that is when our 
spfrit bears witness with his Spirit, that we are the children 
of God." Our devotions being finished, I proceeded to 
boil our fish, my scruples of conscience having been laid 
at rest on the stibject. Our prize was large enough to dine 
a dozen ; and I believe a dozen eat of it : Fidele played 
his part ; and the remainder was given to the ducks in the 
coop, who eat it greedily. Seeing the ducks gobble up 
&e fish, reminded' me of having heard that poultry on ship- 
board often become sick sthd die for want of a little animal 
food ; it being true that both ducks and fowls devour snails 
and worms, and all pieces of any animal substance they can 
find, when at their liberty. 

In the afternoon, we proposed a long walk to the south- 
em extremity of the isthmus, if we could accomplish it : 
so, slinging the captain's canteen over my shoulder, and 
placing my pistols in my belt, with my pike in my hand, 
and my wife with hers, followed by Fidele, we first pro- 
ceeded to the fountain to fill the canteen with water, and 
then shaped our course along the western side of the isth- 
mus, by the side of the lake. Thanks to the security of 
our canvass gaiters, we got on without being incommoded 
by sand in our shoes ; and, as we did not here see any 
shells to arrest our attention, we went forward without in- 
terruption. Finding ourselves soon parallel with the co- 
coa-nut grove, we turned up from the beach, to take a 
second view of it. The trees were lofty, and many thickly 
hung with fruit. Some of the nuts lay among the sand, 
a few of which had burst in the outer shell, and showed a 
vigorous shoot coming forth from a small aperture at one 
end of the solid nut. '' I will collect some of these another 
day," said I^ << to plant at our end of the isthmus ; and 
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then I shall endeavour to get you a few of the young nuts 
from the tree ; for we must not eat any of the old ones, 
their kernels being hard and indigestible.'' 

Looking around me, I observed that, by the process of 
time on the wild vegetation, the soil had become pretty 
good about the cocoa-nut grove ; so we decided on putting 
in some of our seeds there, in a day or two. We again 
descended to the beach, and bent our course observingly 
along to the northward, skirting the sandy isthmus on the 
west. Not far from its termination we arrived at'a low 
sandy point, to the right of which, as we stood on it, with 
our faces to the lake, was a small bay ; at the bottom of 
which rose a steep rock, projecting into the water, with a 
bold front directly opposite to us. The west side of this 
bay curved out also into a rocky point at the extremity ; 
while its gradual slope, beautifully wooded down the wa- 
ter's edge, rose somewhat abruptly, at a little distance from 
the shore ; exhibiting from thence a thick forest, covering 
the lofty hills that formed the remote back ground. We 
6tood awhile admiring this new scenery, rendered more in- 
teresting by the evolutions of a flock of sea-gulls (those ' 
inhabitants of every sea !) in pursuit of the small fish, 
leaping and sparkling in the bay even close to the beach. 
It was but a short walk to the bold rock in the bosom of 
the bay ; and we proceeded to it, much amused with Fi- 
dele trying to catch the sprats or anchovies, or whatever 
they were, that swarmed upon the coast. We soon reached ' 
the rock, which appeared forty or fifty feet high ; but, as it 
projected perpendicularly into deep water, there was no 
passing it : so we sat upon a large stone near its base, 
glad to rest ourselves. When a little cooled from our ex- 
* ercise, we took a draught of water from our canteen, which 
we found grateful and refreshiifg. Our eyes now were 
instantly arrested by our own noble promontory, which 
stood right over against us, distant about three miles to the 
south. We both exclaimed at once, *^ What a magnificent 
object it is !" The lofliest summit, immediately over our 
vessel, appeared to be at least three hundred or four bun- 
dred feet high ; while the lower part to the westward, 
where the 6ave is situated, looked like a rugged chasm. 
Beyond that, further again to the west, the cliflT rose, in a 
eonical form, to at least two hundred and fifty feQt. ' The 
highest summit seemed entirely naked of trees. But this 
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hill was wooded to the top, and, by its figure and verdure, 
associated with the image of the cool spring at its foot, and 
the commanding aspect of its more barren neighbour, alto- 
gether presented a picture of great grandeur and beauty. 

Afler resting a reasonable time, we determined to cross 
the isthmus, (and return by the eastern beach,) which ex- 
tended about half a mile to a projecting low rocky point, — 
the very point on which the brig nearly struck, soon afler 
her release from the reef! We recognised it by its rela- 
tive situation to the reef beyond it ; and then called to 
mind, that we had seen a rivulet on what was then its fur. 
ther side. When recommencing our walk, we observed 
that the sand in our immediate direction, produced some 
vegetation ; and that further back to the northward, there 
were bushes, and then trees. We kept on the edge of the 
fertile 'ground, having found our steps impeded by the 
shrubs and other plants ; and in about a quarter of an 
hour, we were on the eastern side of the isthmus, having 
had a beautiful sylvan bank all the way on our lefl. 
On surveying the spot, 'T could not but reflect how fit 
a place it was for such seeds as required a full tropical 
sun, free from all shade ; arid made the remark to my wife. 

" That may be, dear Edward !" replied she, anxiously ; 
"but you have only one pair of hands, and have already 
chalked out so much work for yourself, that I really am 
afraid you will fall sick from fatigue. I wish," added she, 
tenderly pressing my arm, " I had never thought of the 
tent on the ridge ! making it is so very laborious, and takes 
up so much time which might be employed in the seeds, 
that I think you had better desist from finishing it for the 
present." I thanked her afiTectionately for her solicitude ; 
bat told her I did not like vacillating, and that I would not 
delay completing my work, as it was already in far pro- 
gress. Thus we talked, and in full enjoyment of peace, 
youth, and health, we proceeded homeward, only stopping 
now and then to pick up a beautiful shell, which lay in our 
way, till we arrived at the vessel, a little afler sunset. 
Too tired to make tetf we regaled ourselves with a little 
wine and water and some biscuit ; and then, kneeling down 
IB the presence of God, rendered to him that which, is 
justly due, — the sacrifice of praise and prayer and thanks* 
giving ; and retired to rest. 

JM onday^ Tib* — ^I set to work hard upon the plank house ; 
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and, having before carried all the materials to the spot, 
was now occupied entirely in its construction. I ^epX at 
my task nearly the whole day, with my wife and Fidele 
beside me ; and as the promontory threw us into shadow, 
the air was by no means unpleasantly hot, at any part of 
the time. 

Tuesday, 8th. — We kept close at our work upon the 
ridge, and both were delighted to see it drawing to a close. 
On Wednesday the 9tb, I got the roof on ; and, before 
sunset, had the satisfaction to see the tent completed. My 
dear wife had brought a bottle of wine from the vessel ; 
and with beef and biscuit for our dinner, and our canteen 
replenished from the spring, we sat down on the floor of 
our wooden palace^ and regaled ourselves cheerily. Fi- 
dele and the goats were of the party ; he eating of our 
general' fare ; the goats coming in now and .then for a 
piece of biscuit, which they took kindly from the hand. 
We, however, kept them on the outside of our palace-door, 
not wishing to give them the habit of coming in. I was 
overjoyed at the achievment of my task, which I had found 
much more laborious than we had first expected. My 
dear wife thanked me over and over again for what I had 
done, as it had been undertaken at her suggestion ; and 
thus well repaid for all my labour, although much fatigued, 
I retired with even a jocund step to our ship ; and, after oar 
constant custom of kneeling to prayer, retired to enjoy the 
sweets of well-earned sleep. 
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CHAP. V. 



Thursday, 10th January. — I employed the early part of 
this morning in arranging matters on board ; but before I^ 
secured the main hatchway, I got up some half-inch board 
and a plank, to make a table at my leisure, for the tent. 
We talked over our intended operations, at breakfast ; and 
it .was resolved to put some seeds and roots into the ground 
without loss of time, by which we hoped to be able to pro- 
pagate every vegetable we had, excepting the plantain ; 
for in it we found no seeds. As a preliminary step, we 
looked over our store of fruit and roots, and saw all sound, 
save one musk-melon, which had been a little bruised, and 
was beginning to spoil. Having stowed all away again, 
after airing tl\em on the deck, I proposed going on shore ; 
and, taking a couple of chairs from the cabin, and our 
musk«melon, we marched up to the plank house. I felt 
myself not a little important, I believe, when the two chairs 
were placed in the new building. There was a manifest 
exultation felt by i^s both at the moment ; gratulatory and 
smiling, wo sat ourselves down for the first time in our 
chairs, under the roof of a building made with my own 
hands. After a brief period in our new situation, Eliza 
went to the cave to feed the poultry, and I to get thence 
the spade and hoe. The fowls were there, but we could 
not see either ducks or goats : I confess we were agitated, 
if not alarmed ; and I more especially, thinking they were 
lost. "Don't fear, dear Edward," said she; "we shall 
find them : the poor things are only gone to seek some- 
thing to drink ; you perceive there is no water in the 
bucket.-' I approved her suggestion, and hastened with 
her to the spring, where we found the stragglers, and were 
thus relieved from our anxiety. We first thought of driv- 
ing them directly back to the thicket ; but, as I was to be 
gardening near, during the best part of the day, they were 
allowed to remain and feed where they were. My wife, 
meanwhile, supplied the fowls in the cave with water; 
but as we did not undertake to provide for all the wild 
VqL. I. 7 
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pigeons in the place, she strewed com on the path, lead- 
ing from the cavern to . the outside of the thicket, and 
thus drew the fowls out after her. When I came up from 
my work, to take my dinner at the plank house, which she 
had spread there, I saw them feeding near the door ; and, 
as we sat at our meal, we threw them small pieces of bis- 
cuit) which they picked up piece by piece, the cock gene- 
rally getting hold of each crumb first, then calling the hens 
to receive it from him. 

By sunset I had put in several melon seeds of both sorts, 
and al^o seeds of the pumpkin, and had turned up and 
hoed a nice spot of ground in the neighbourhood of the 
spring ; but I could not but perceive that this place was 
too shady for any thing but pumpkins and Indian corn : 
however, as we had plenty of seeds, I remarked, '< Little 
could be lost but the labour." We were glad to see the 
pine-top look well ; and 1 gave it water, after putting some 
more good earth round it. We now drove the goa(s and 
ducks up to the cave, and in this operation Fidele took a 
conspicuous part : which pleased us much, as we foresaw 
.the use our little friend^^^d companion might be to usi, 
in bringing "our fiq^l^^nd herds home at even-tide." 

The sun did not^eft with its usual beauty, this evening ; 
the western horizon was overcast, and there had been lit- 
tle sea-breeze all. day. We loitered some time in the vi- 
cinity of our new habitation, 'treating the goats with the 
rind of our musk- melon, and in other doosestic trifling. 
The sky in the meanwhile became completely overcast ; 
the goats suddenly deserted us, uttering an unusual cry, 
and ran into the thicket^ ^we looked up, and, apprehend- 
ing rain, hastened towards our vessel ; but we had scarce- 
ly set forth, before it came on, pouring down on us in tor- 
rents, so that we were wet to the skin in two minutes. At 
this time there was not a breath -of wind, and it had sud- 
denly become t[uite dark. We got on board with difficul- 
ty, hot only drenched, but fatigued, and with poor Fidele, 
like a drowned rat, following us. As we descended into 
the cabin, I pulled the top of the companion over ; but 
there was already much water below, in the steerage pas- 
sage; It was quite dark ia the cabin, and, from our being 
very wet, the want of light made us doubly uncomfortable. 
I drew the charge from one of my pistols, and struck fire 
in the pan, fo as to ignite some paper I pla<?ed on a plate 
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upon the table ; and keeping the flame up with a few torn 
pieces for a minute or two, my wife brought a candle from 
the locker, which we lighted, and then joyfully proceeded 
to change ourselves : the rain meanwhile continued to fall 
in a deluge over our heads upon the deck, as if the very 
sky was coming down. We took off our dripping clothes, 
and put on our light night things. It was not cold, yet we 
felt chilly after our wetting. I now thought of the cap. 
tain's case of hollands, and, without saying a word to Eli. 
za, I brought out a bottle, and set her an example by tak- 
ing a sup of it, and made her do the same. Having done 
this, we only said " God preserve us !•" and went to bed, 
leaving the candle burning in a candlestick, standing on 
the plate. ' We could not sleep, the falling of the rain beat 
so heavily on the deck : but there was no wind. " Ed- 
ward," Haid she, 'f we shall have another hurricane ! let 
OS put in the dqad lights." — " There can be no occasion 
for them, my love," I replied ; ** we have no sea to en- 
counter here ; we are in a secure and protected harbour." 
— " Ok ! I know," resumed she tremblingly, " that it will 
soon begin to thunder and lighten, and blow a tempest ; 
and it- will be dreadful !" — " Well, but ray own !" replied 
I, ''we are, safe; and you express more fear than when 
we really were in danger!" She sobbed. "You weep, 
Eliza," cried I ; " what is the matter ?" — " We have gone 
to bed, Edward," exclaimed she, " when most called upon, 
without praying to that God who hitherto has been to us a 
father." I felt the justice of the remark, and embracing 
her with respondent tears, we rose upon our knees, and 
implored forgiveness and protection. We then lay down 
in peace : the rain continued to pour in torrents ; and soon 
we heard the howling of the wind : but ks it did not come 
in at the cabin windows, I concluded it wa^ from the west- 
ward. Still, as the companion doors were open, and the 
cabin windows open, there was a thorough draft ; and the 
rain beat through the cabin with the. wind, and the candle 
was blown out. I got up, and drew down all the windows 
in the cabin, and shut the door ; and struck a light again 
with some difficulty, and having relit our candle, I placed it 
on the floor near to the cabin bulkhead, out of the way of the 
draft. I then lay down, but could not sleep : the wind howl, 
ed tremendously ; and I now feared every moment that the 
biig would break adrift, as it blew right ahead, and the 
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ropes by which she was fastened to the rocks were very 
slender. At last I could no longer continue in bed ; there- 
fore got up, and went forth to look out at' the companion 
door ; but the wind and rain drove so furiously in my face, 
and besides it was so dark withal, that I could see nothing. 
In this attempt however, I was completely wet ; and as I 
could not be more so, I determined to keep my station at 
the top of the companion ladder, until I had shut both the 
half-doors. That done, on coming down, I perceived we 
were all afloat in the steerage passage : still I gained by 
having closed the doors ; for, by excluding some of the 
noise from the storm above, our situation became more 
comfortable. 1 lost no time in putting on a dry garment, 
and sat down on the chair beside my wife's bed, in the 
state-room, the door of which opened into the cabin ; and, 
by its position with respect to the companion door, we had 
not felt either the wind or the rain, excepting in their ter- 
rific sounds. " Edward," said she, *' you have again been, 
sadly wet ; take a little more hollands." I did not reject 
her advice, but took a second small dose of the captain's 
cordial, which I found very comforting. At length the 
rain ceased ; but the wind, if we could judge by its roaring 
noise, blew more violently. I listened attentively to every 
sound, to distinguish, if possible, whether the ropes were 
giving way ; and I got up from my seat several times, to 
endeavour to see from the cabin windows whether we were 
yet close in our harbour. I threw one of them open, to 
enable me the better to discovef our situation ; but I could 
discern nothing but the water, covered with a sort of phos- 
phorescent light ; it could not be from any thing else. Tor 
the heavens were all darkness above. No rest visited our 
eye-lids ; and during this suspense, I may say agony, we 
remained till daylight, the dawn of which was indeed glad- 
ness to our hearts : it released us from all dark apprehen- 
sions of jeopardy ; and our ease was completed, by dis- 
covering that we remained unmoved from our safe situa- 
tion. The wind lulled ; but the rain continued to pour 
down unceasingly : I was glad, however, to throw open the 
cabin windows,«for it had become very close and oppres- 
sive. On looking out, I could see little change in the 
usual scene around us: the wind had blown from the north- 
ward and westward ; and as we lay under the lee of the 
sand-banks, the water was quite smooth beyond us, and 
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nothing ^een floatiog on it. My first business was to g^t 
a swab and empty bucket, and swab up into it all the wet 
in the steerage passage and cabin. The rain had now 
ceased ; I therefore set open the companion doors ; and 
the windows of the cabin being already so, the thorough 
draft soon dried all below. When I went into the state- 
room to my wife, to tell her it was comfortable again, I 
found her sound asleep ; and h^ppy I was to see her so 
sweetly rest, after our anxious night. I watched by her ; 
but she soon opened her fine mild eyes, and smiled on 
me. I kissed her serene forehead, and then both those 
sweet eyes, one afler the other ; and taking her by the 
hand, said, '^ Base, my love, and let us pour out our grati- 
tude to heaven." 

The weather continued unsettled ; and as we foresaw 
morQ squalls of wind, with rain, my Eliza remained in the 
vessel^tP prepare us a cold breakfast, and 1 set forth to see 
the state of our live stock on shore ; and with much ap- 
prehensioii for its fate, to reconnoitre the plank house that 
had cost me so much labour. I took some corn with'me, 
and was glad to find the goats and fowls in tbe cave, and 
the ducks safe on its outside ; there being a sort of ledge 
before it, which they could not ascend. I scattered some 
of the corn about, and in an instant a whole fiock of pi* 
geons flew down from the interior of the cave, and began 
to feed among the goats and poultry, the fowls now and 
then startling them from their feast by pecking them ; but 
as no hostile hand had ever been raised against them ; they 
evinced no more fear of me than of the animals; and as 
they were older possessors of the island, I did not grudge 
them on this occasion, a little share of what was going. I 
then turned my steps, to examine the plank house : I was 
rejoiced to find it standing unmoved, excepting only two 
of the planks on. the eastern part of the' roof, which had 
been blown off, and were lying on the sand near to it. I 
did not stop to walk over to the western shore of the isth- 
mus, on which the wind had blown with violence during the 
night ; but hastened back to the vessel, lest my dear wife 
should be uneasy. I told her that all was well, hut that 
it looked black around, so that we might expect more bad 
weather. She was feeding the ducks in the coop, when 
I came on board ; and Fidele, her faithfuLsquire, was help- 
ing her in the best way he could, by eating the bigger 

Vol. I. 7* 
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' pieces of biscuit,- such as* he thought might choke the 
poultry. We Dovir went dowu to our own breakfast ; afler 
which, we considered how to employ our time to the best 
purpose on board, as the weather would preclude our do- 
mg any thing on shore : however, I thought it right to in. 
spect the ropes, fastened from the brig to the rocks, and 
'gladly found they had not been stranded in any part ; the 
fact being, that the vessel was hard and fast in the sand, 
fore and afl, and was therefore immoveable. I next 
thought it well to take a spell at the punips, and it was an 
hour before the pumps sucked ; so that I perceived I must 
not neglect this operation, but now and then pump as a 
duty. I then took the boards into the cabin ; and, having 
the carpenter's chest at my command, 1 resolved on em- 
ploying myself in making the small table for the plank 
house, while my wife occupied herself with her needle on 
a new pair of boot-legs. 

During these home labours, the rain came on again in 
torrents, sometimes with squalls of wind, and at other times 
with thunder ; afler which the water fell like a cascade 
from the heavens : but we now felt our security, so that 
we worked and talked cheerfully : we discussed our pros- 
pects, and all we planned to do ; and it seemed as if our 
minds at this time were altogether engrossed* with '^ bet- 
tering ourselves in life," — that principle of action which 
follows man even into solitude. To dig, and to plant, and 
to sow, was the object now most prominent in our view, 
the ground being well soaked with rain. 'This induced 
me to talk over how and where I would put in the yams 
and coccos, sow the Indian corn, plant the fruit-seeds, and 
so forth ; but, alas ! one individual could accomplish but 
little of all this ; yet resolution, and a good heart for my 
work, enabled me to perform more than could have been 
expected. My table needed not l^e very elegant ; so i got 
on apace with it, while Eliza worked as briskly at the 
boot-legs ; and being only interrupted by our short re- 
freshment, and now and then in listening to the .storm, we 

' kept on industriously till night ; and finished our tasks to- 
gether. 

I took a look upon deck, before it was dark, between the 
rains, and saw the sky still more threatening. I shut the 
companion close, and returned below. We knelt down to 
prayer, and retired to our state-room to rest ; which we 
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were so happy as to fiod, notwithstanding the increasing 
of the storm ; during which we slept soandly, and aroqe 
at dawn perfectly refreshed. 

Saturday, ISth. — ^This morning I again visited our i^ock, 
and the plank house ; and found all well. We employed 
ourselves during the greater part of this day, the weather 
continuing bad, in various useful operations. Of necessity 
we had become our own boot-makers, tailors, sempstresses; 
but another occupation was now forced on our considera- 
tion, the contemplation of which was certainly not quite 
so agreeable ; viz. washing our lin^n ! Eliza had never 
washed even a lawn cap, though some young gentlewomen, 
more dainty about their head-dress without, than what they 
put within it, consume no small time with starch and pin- 
ners ; but my little wife had left all that to the maids ; and, 
indeed, her delicate hands were quite unfit for the employ, 
ment. I offered to manage the whole for her; but she 
said, " It was woman's work, and therefore her duty." — 
*' Nay," answered I, " we may here make customs for our- 
selves ! We will then superiptend together ; and I will 
make two washer-women, which you and I shall cause to 
do all the labour." — " Indeed !" said she, smiling, " if you 
accomplish this, I shall tell it as a real tale of the tub !" I 
laughed at her allusion to the dean's allegory ; and instantly, 
without e}itplaining myself farther, set about planning my 
two wooden domestics. I ke'pt in my mind's eye a battle 
door ; and cutting one of board, then shaped another of the 
same material, rather less. When finished, I put the small 
one into her hand, holding the other in my own. " I will 
show you," said I, '< how, on a smooth stone in the run of 
the spring, we can cause these wooden-headed damsels to 
beat our clothes as clean and cleverly as if they were the 
best laundresses in Bristol ; and we shall then bleach and 
dry them in the sun." — " Excellent, dear Edward !" cried 
she ; " I never should have thought on such an expedient." 
— " Nor I, perhaps," I replied, " if I had not heard that 
the people, in most hot cojuntries, wash in this manner." 

Toward evening it cleared up, and we were delighted 
to see a bright and tranquil sky. I hastened to make a 
fire on shore; that we might boil our tea-kettle. Bliza 
set the tea-things on my newly-made table, as a compliment 
to me ; and I felt the attention kind, trifle as it may appear ; 
but such are the pivots on which the happiness of married 
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life depend. She saw I was pleaaed with what she had 
done ; and with this little additional excitement to an ha- 
bitual happy feeling, we sat down to our refreshing meal ; 
and then disembarked, with Fidele. 

The sand was firm every where, from the rain, so that 
we could have walked pleasantly without our boots. We 
looked at the stock, and passed over to the other side of 
the isthmus. The fountain was gushing impetuously into 
the brook it formed, whence it now ran like a small river 
into the lake. The ground I had turned up, and sown, 
appeared as I had left it ; only, like all around, was well 
soaked with the rain. The pine-apple top, had been a 
little disturbed by the wind ; but that I soon rectified. 
There was a good deal of sea-weed, such as sailors call 
gulf-weed, thrown on the beach, together with sea^ans, 
coarse sponges, reeds, and some shells ; but we did not 
stop to gather any of them. I filled the canteen with fresh 
water from the spring ; and taking a look at the cave^ and 
its inmates, and also at the plank house, we returned on 
board the vessel to rest. 
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Sunday, 13th January. — The dJiwn of day was auspi- 
cious ; and we hastened on deck to greet the rising sun, 
whose glowing chariot rested on the wave, in aH the gor- 
geous vision of diffusive radiance : his spreading rays 
lightning up the sky around ; his bright beams', but newly 
born, gleaming on the waters ; his cheering warmth, of 
which we had been some days bereft, gladdening our 
hearts. We watched him, slowly emerging from the sea, 
with joy and admiration : then raising our thoughts from 
this sublime image, to the mighty God who created it, we 
gave praise and thanksgiving to the only object of worship, 
for all the wonderful bounties of his providence. 

We dressed otrrselves as usual for the Sabbath, and read 
the morning service. When we went out to walk, we were 
amused with the various deposits oa the beach, which the 
waves had thrown up during the tempest. Fidele, also, 
was busy at the water's edge, knocking about among the 
drifl weed, and other things ; and we observed him attempt 
to lay hold of something stirring there, but quickly jump 
away, and bark, and'then return to the assault again. I took 
the pike from flliza's hand, and, moving some of the weed, 
descried an immense crayfish ; perhaps 1 should call it a 
lobster. It was in the act of devouring a fish that had 
been stranded by the storm. I thrust the end of' my pike 
into the claw, which the creature held up as if in defence, 
DO doubt against the menaces of the dog ; and happy for 
him the crayfish did not catch him by the nose ; for it in- 
stantly clutched the iron point of my weapon, and kept 
hold so firmly, that by it I dragged my prize out of the 
water, safe upon the beach. This creature was well de« 
fended with spinous projections from its back and sides, 
and two large horns growing from its head ; besides having 
two great claws, like those of a lobster, which crayfish 
ordinarily want. Fidelo would have attacked this formi. 
dable enemy again, but my wife wisely caught the little 
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Nimrod by the ear, and held him fast, while I secured our 
captive, by tying its claws with my handkerchief. We 
then returned to our ship, not a little pleased with our 
good fortune ; and passed the remaihder of the day in de- 
votional exercises, and innocent amusements. 

Monday, 14th. — ^The morning proved fine, and the wea- 
ther appeared settled* We agreed now to land all the 
ducks; so we took them,,eight in number, male and female, 
in two bags, up to the cave, where they were greeted by 
their two feathered kindred with loud and continued quack- 
.ing. I left my wife there, to throw some corn to the 
stock, while I went back to the vessel for the table I had 
made for our wooden palace ; and taking advantage of it 
to stand on^ I replaced the two planks that had been blown 
from the roof by the storm. We then returned to the 
vessel ; and, while my wife got breakfast, I selected half a 
dozen yams, and two dozen coccos, which I put into a 
sack, and, with my spade and an axe, set out to the co(5ba. 
nut grove ; my dear helpmate carrying a little basket with 
provisions, and her boarding-pike ; Fidele following. The 
sand was firm, and the walking good all the way ; so that 
we reached the spot in about half an hour, notwithstand- 
ing the burdens we carried, and the heat of the day, 
which, out of the shade, was rather too great to be agree- 
able. We set down our things under the shade of three 
cocoa-nut trees, that stood close together under the rocky 
part of the ridge ; and on a ledge of it we found a nice 
convenient seat. My first operation was to select, for cut- 
ting down, one of the trees on the south side of the grove, 
which were all laden with , fruit of different sizes ; and I 
chose thQ one that seemed most in the way of my planta- 
tion, for the quantity of fit ground at this place wafi very 
small. My axe being new, I soon felled the tree ; and as 
soon as it dropped, Eliza was at my side. I cut ofiT the 
cocoa-nuts, twenty.eight in number, which she undertook 
to carry one by one to the ledge where our basket had 
been deposited. I how put off my jacket, 9nd went to 
work with the spade, and was glad to find the soil tolera- 
bly good. I dug along the south side of the grove, the 
ground being best there, and clear of shade. In the course 
of my labour, I had to take up several young trees, from 
two to six feet high; and was pretty well fatigued by a 
couple of such hours' work. My poor dear wife had not 
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carried above half the cocoa-nuts, before she was heartily 
tired too ; and seating herself down on the ledge, under 
shadow of the rock, she spread out our frugal meal, and 
called me to it. I joined her at her summons ; and ader 
eating a little of what she had prepared, I split the husk 
off a couple of young cocoa-nuts ; then piercing the nuts 
at the top, emptied their delici6us milk into a tin cup she 
had brought in the basl^iet. I tasted it, and handed it to 
her. As she drank, she every now and then exclaimed, 
'^ How nice ! how cool ! how delicious !" fiut she did 
not drink quite half, being anxious that 1 also should taste 
it, which I did, and quickly finished the remainder. I now 
cut the tops off the nuts, and found a soft agreeable sub- 
stance adhering to the sides, which we scooped out and eat. 
After these dainties, we had no desire for more of our 
salt beef and yam ; so, being«content for the present with 
what we had taken, I propQsed lying down on the rock, to 
repose for a while during the hottest part of the . day, 
Eliza turned the yams and coccos out of the sack, and pla- 
cing it under my head, I soon fell asleep, while she and 
Fidele kept sentry over me. I awoke much refreshed, and 
looked up with delight on the sweet eyes that were watch* 
ing me as I slept. It was not time yet to go to work ; the 
SUB continued too intense ; but the yams were to be slit in 
pieces, as we cut potatoes for planting ; and while I was 
employed in doing this, my dear guardian angel and Fi- 
dele took their comfortable nap beside me. After the heat 
of the day had passed, I went to my spade again ; and be- 
fore evening had turned up a long narrow strip of tolerable 
ground, on the southern margin of the grove, and had put 
in the cuttings of the yams in one part, and the coccos 
whole in the other. My wife also had brought melon 
and pumpkin seeds with her, and diligently sowed them 
wherever I directed as a fit spot. We thus finished the 
task we had appointed to be done, and were glad, fiut 
grateful satisfaction gave a further stimulus to. exertion ; 
and I set to cleaving the outer husks of half a dozen cocoa- 
nutSj putting the nuts into our sack. I emptied the can- 
teen, on the spots where the musk-melon seeds were put 
in; and, not choosing to lose any of our labour^ bundled 
up some of the young cocoa-nut trees I had uprooted, and 
also gathering togethen the fragments of our provisions, 
trudged back to the plank house, where we arcived ^lvl\.V^ 
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before sunset. I was certainly very tired ; but I would 
not go on board, until I had planted four of the trees round 
our palaces-one at each end, to the east and west ; and 
two behind, viz : to the north. The stars were out, when 
this last achievment was completed ; and so wearied were 
we, that, without looking at our stock, we crawled on 
board, leaving all our burdens in the plank house. We 
took a cup of wine and water each, when snugly housed 
in our cabin, and, with a short but fervent prayer, retired 
to rest. 

Tuesday, 15th.-^I was very stiff in the morning, and 
my dear wife also acknowledged the effects of her fatigue i 
but we got up, and went upon deck, and with only as much 
covering as modesty required, underwent a good sluicing 
with sea-watcr, drawn up by a bucket ; by which opera- 
tion we were greatly refreshed, and instantly relieved from 
the stiffness produced l^ the labour of the preceding day. 
I dried myself, and dressed on deck ; while she went be- 
low and did the same. We walked up to the plank house 
before breakfast, and intended visiting our stock, but we 
found it chiefly outside of the thicket, ready to greet us ; 
and as there was neither door nor windows tp close the house 
from their entrance, the goats and fowls had made free 
with the yams and buiscuit lefl there in the basket last 
night. I could not now feel that my building was per. 
fected, until I remedied this evil ; therefore, when we re- 
turned on board to breakfast, and while my wife prepared 
it, I opened the main hatchway, and got up some laths ; 
then taking the door off the captain's state.room, laid all in 
order for carrying them on shore, which we did soon af\er ; 
neither Eliza nor myself making long meals. I nailed the 
laths outside the plank house across the windows, at. the 
distance of about (out inches asunder, which piece of work 
I completed in less than an hour ; and I then endeavoured to 
fit in the door, but it was neither high enough nor broad 
enough ; so I was obliged to place a board erect, joined to 
one of the side-posts, by which means I narrowed the be- 
fore open portal to exactly the size of the door. The* 
hinges I nailed to the post, and then filled up the vacant 
space above the door, with another slip of wood. This 
was all done by two o'clock ; and my wife was as much 
surprized as she was pleased to see 6ur palace, now a cas- 
t]e into which nothing could intrude. • 
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Having so greatly improTed oar land residence, I felt 
disposed to do still more ; and afier dinner I put up a «ou- 
pie of boards for shelves within the house, on the side op- 
posite the door ; and I was myself surprised to find that 
this was effected in a few minutes ; for I had only to push 
the ends between two of the planks that formed tht 
eastern and western' walls, and there was the shelf, 
projecting twelve inches, firm and steady. I placed 
the two shelves eighteen inches one above the other, the 
lowest, four feet from the ground, which made the upper 
•one five feet and a half in height. I was more pleased 
with this unexpected facility, than I can describe ; and I 
now proceeded to make what would prove a seat, a set- 
tee, a bed, or a dresser ; and this was accomplished as 
quickly as the shelves. I chose the west end of the build- 
ing as best suited for the purpose, because the sea-breeze 
blew in at the opposite quarter ; so, taking three planks, 1 
thrust them through between the planks from north to 
south, in a parallel direction, side by side ; and thus form- 
ed a seat, or whatever else it might be used for, under the 
western window, in less time than I take to record it. 
The point upon which this great facility turned, was the 
planks being all of the same length» width, and thickness. 
I still went on, and laid six o{[ similar dimensions, length- 
ways along the front of the building, which gave us a 
boarded front the whole width of the house. I fastened 
these planks in their place, by driving wooden wedges in- 
to the sand at their extremities, anc} along the side of the* 
outer plank. I had finished all tliis before. sunset, and 
was quite triumphant at what I had accomplished. My 
wife, meanwhile, made several trips to the vessel, f^nd 
brought up many things from the lockers, for kitchen and 
table use ; and, in her rummage, she fortunately found 
the tinder box, with steel and flint, together with some 
matches and a roll of brimstone, all in a small canvass bag. 
This was a grea^t acquisition indeed. She had stumbled 
over the crayfish in the steerage passage, where I had put 
it 'on bringing it on board ; and which both she- and I had 
forgot in the hurry and bustle of yesterday and to-day's 
operations ; but she placed it in the basket on discoverioff 
it, and brought it on shore, where it was soon consigned 
to the pot, to be in readiness for our supper. We next 
mustered the stock, and found them all pre8eot« Aftec 
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closing our palace, we reHirned to the vessel, taking out 
the crayfish from the pot on our way down : we eat but a 
Ismail portion of it at supper, finding it rather strong while 
hot ; however, we were otherwise well supplied, at least 
to our satisfaction ; so, afler returning thanks, we retired 
to rest. 

Wednesday, 16th. — I employed the early part of the 
morning in placing sonie fragments of rock together, rest- 
ing them against the foot of the prorriontory, so as to make 
a cooking place a little to leeward of the plank house. 
Having accomplished it, I cut up some of the sticks and 
branches taken from the thicket, when clearing the avenife 
to the cave, struck a light with the tinder-box, and kindled 
a fire. My burning-glass and gunpowder were henceforth 
released from that duty ; I therefore replaced the large 
lens in the spy-glass, and hung it up in the plank house. 
The goats ^and poultry were moving about between oar ha- 
bitation and the thicket ; and my wife threw them some 
corn : it was very pleasing to us, as we sat at breakfast, 
to see them thus domesticated ; enjoying themselves close 
to our door. The lamed goat seemed qiiite recovered 
from her accident ; which induced me to undo the bandage, 
and take off the splints, by which we had secured the bro- 
ken bone. They had been nothing but two bits of flat 
stick, we picked up on the cabin floor. Her ladyship ap*. 
peared very big ; and as goats go only five months with 
kid, we might soon expect an increase to our family. 

I now put my pistols into my belt, and with spade and 
hatchet, accompanied by my Eliza and her dog, set out 
for the clear land beyond the silk cotton tree, to make a 
plantatioii there ; for as none of the situations near to our 
abode were yery good, I thought it advisable not to confine 
our roots and seeds to one place. My dear wife, as usual, 
took a basket with provisions, ^and with her pike for a pil- 
grim's staff, we proceeded on our way. While filling our 
canteen at the fountain, our always momentary halting 
spot, Fidele started an iguana, and presently killed it. 
This was an acceptable feat on the part of our little friend, 
for airesh meal was a fresh spring of health. I deposited 
the creature under a fragment of the rock, and went on > 
through the wood. On our way we observed several sorts 
of trees, all strangers to me ; many of which were mag. 
nificent ; others^ less stately^ but whose wide spreading 
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branches cast a delightful shade over our path. There 
were alsovinany shrubs ia flower ; and we were delighted 
by the appearance of d beautiful little bird on vibratory 
wing, sucking the nectar from the bottom of one of them. 
As we approached the silk-cotton-tree grounds, the Indian 
fig, or prickly pear as it is called in Jamaica, grew iti great 
abundance ; the fruit of which appeared quite ripe, some' 
being yellow, and some of a bright crimson colour. I was 
much disposed to taste them, but on attempting to peel, or 
even to pull them, the spines or prickles with which they 
are thickly beset, forced me to desist. These figs grow 
round a projecting point of the promontory, that partially 
separates the woodland region from the silk-cottontree 
grounds. 

From this spot we soon arrived at the great tree, and 
laid down our burdens/ at its foot, betwixt two of the large 
spurs ; which extend from the trunk in such a way as to 
divide the space round it into compartments, separated by 
these spurs ^ some of which may rise four or five feet on 
the stem ; gradually sloping down, as they diverge from 
it. Each was a snug corner, if I may so express it, for 
us to haven in : and we chose that for the present, which 
faced the open ground to the south. I striped off my jacket, 
and fell to digging where 1 found the ground good, and not 
very shallow. Thus I continued for a couple of hours ; 
but the sun by that time having full power, I ceased awhile, 
to rest and cool myself. I now became aware that all niy 
work here, must be done early in the morning ; seeing that 
the sun would shine upon the place until he set. I there- 
fore gave up the idea of any more spade husbandry this 
dayj and contented myself with putting in some pumpkin 
and melon seeds, where I had dug ; and also the pips of 
oranges and<limes, in spots here and there, on the skirts 
of the wooded r^egion. 

About one o'clock, we shifled our position to the north 
side of the cotton-tree ; the shade there being complete : 
then, spreading forth the contents of our basket, we did 
great justice to the crayfish, by the help of a lime and 'a 
few capsicums. After we had dined, I felt unusually in- 
disposed for exertion ; and was not quite pleased with my- 
self for the bad arrangements I had made for the day. My 
dear wifb consoled me, by saying a thousand agreeable 
thiBgs ; and reminded me of my great eitploit yesterdeiY^ 
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and bard foil the day before ; then she sang me my fk« 
vourite little air, ** Oh f how sweet the shady bower." The 
words were few, but the air and voice spoke of paradise ; 
and in a moment I was cheerfal and alert. " Thank you, 
beloved !" I said ; ** we will now return to the plank house, 
and pick up the iguana on our way." But spying a couple 
of oranges she had brought in her basket, I proposed eating 
them then, feeling very thirsty. The fruit was grateful to 
us both ; and, not to lose time, I put in the seeds we had 
just acquired, on the north east corner of the open space, 
at some distance to the eastward. I worked an |iour ; 
hoping one day to see the spot an orange grove. This 
done, we returned to the silk cotton tree, to gs^ther together 
our implements, and returned by the fountain to the plank 
house ; not forgetting to take up the iguana bylhe way. 
We found the goats and ducks near the spring ; but they 
were not in the least disturbed by our approach. 

Although I had actually laboured but little to-dny, I was 
glad to throw myself down on the settee of boards, with 
which I had enriched our wooden palace. The sea-breeze 
was blowing pleasantly thrbugh the interstices of the 
planks that formed the walls, and I felt much enjoyment 
in the position I had taken. My wife and -her little dog 
were soon beside me ; there was plenty of room for us all. 
She, poorchild, complained of a weight at her stomach ; 
and I also now began to think we had both eaten too much 
of the crayfish ; so, under this impression, I got up, and 
made a visit to the captain's state-room on board, and 
brought a case-bottle of his hollands on shore. I prevailed 
on my wife to take a couple of table-spoonsful of it and I 
doubled the dose for myself; after which medicine we felt 
better. As I did not intend to make a custom of this sort 
of cure, I set the case-bottle on the top shelf. <' There, 
Eliza," said I, jocosely, "neither you nor Fidele can 
reach so high, therefore it is safe." She looked archly 
at Fidele, and smiled. 

Towards the afternoon we went on board, but I was 
not idle ; I nearly filled a large bag with yams and coccos 
for planting, which I took on shore, and deposited under 
the plank settee. On my return to the ship, she had got 
all the fruit upon deck ; and in two or three more trips, 
that also was transferred to the house ; my dear wife car. 
rying what she could. ^ I will n6w show you," said she> 
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" how safe your cordial is ;" so, moving a^chair, she stood 
on it, and taking up the bottle, pushed it quite into a cor«' 
ner, and smiled, saying, <'Now hand me up the fruits, thdt 
I may place them all along the shelf, to keep guard over 
the prisoner." This was immediately done ; and the 
pine-apples, the shaddocks, the musk and water melons, 
together with a great store of oranges and limes, made a 
goodly show above our heads ; and, generally, they were 
yet in very fair condition. 

I employed the remainder of the^ evening in preparing 
more yams for planting. Tea was our great refreshment 
at this hour ; besides, it reminded us of our English home ; 
and we did not hesitate to use it freely, as there was a 
good store of it in the cargo ; as well as an abundance of 
sugar and coffee, nothing being required but a little labour 
to possess myself of these agreeable delicacies. Afler 
this reviving and consolatory beverage, the sun being set^ 
we fastened up the house, and retired to our cabin on 
board, to finish the day in prayer, and the night in repose. 

Thursday, 17th. — We set out at daylight in the morning 
from the vessel, and, calling at the plank house, I accou- 
tred myself as on the day before, for my work. The goats 
and poultry were up, and out as early as purselves, Cho 
cock crowing manfully at our approach : we threw them 
corn, and proceeded to the woodland plantation. *0n the 
way we were surprised and delighted by the cooing of 
doves, and the sweet nptes of a bird like those of the 
nightingale : hitherto we had never been beyond the feun- 
tain so early in the^ morning, therefore could not have 
heard such before ; but now w^e anticipated the {ileasiire 
we should derive from this lovely concert, could we ever 
be able to erect a residence n^ar the silk cotton tree. Our 
* burdens were deposited at the foot of that gigantic tree, 
and I went to work heartily. The air was cool and plea- 
sant, the birds continued singing, and the doves cooing, all 
around us, at a distance, beyond the open ground, the in- 
intervening part of which is somewhat elevated, we heara 
paroquets making a less melodious noise. My dear wife, 
now bold^in enterprii^e, set out with Fidele to the suomiit 
of the rising ground, in hopes of seeing some of them ; 
and when there, she could, discern severid, with green plu» 
mage^ busily pecking the fruit which hung clustering from 
the tops of the palm trees far beyond her. 1 remained at 
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my labour without interruption, for a couple of hours ; du- 
ring which Elizai and her dog skirted the wood opposite, 
and returned by the margin of the lake, without accident 
or adventure. She described it to me as clear and smooth, 
and altogether beautiful : she saw several fish close to the 
shore, swimming to and fro, and a few water.fowl, sea- 
gulls, cormorants,, and divers. On her return, we were 
both ready for breakfast ; after which I dug between the 
cotton tree and the lake, in a little dell, for another hour ; 
and then, seeing I had ground enough prepared for my 
yam cujttings, put them in by eleven o'clock. Fatigue and 
the heat of the day then admonished me to desist. 

We. now sat down under the shade of the noble tree to 
rest. I had by this time learned, from experience and 
observation, that in the mornings at this season of the year, 
the silk cotton tree plantation was thrown into shade du- 
ring three or four hours after sunrise ; and that from eight 
o'clock A. M. until nearly five in the afternoon we were 
in shade at the plank house ; and between it and the tes- 
sel, close under the precipice, it was all. shade nearly from 
sunrise' to sunset. But the shadows were gradually short- 
ening ; and it was obvious that, as the summer advanced, 
these cool situations would become less and less so. The 
sun, by the middle of May, would be in the zenith at noon, 
casting no shadow all day, excepting to the west or to the 
east, as he passed through the heavens. Since our arrival 
on the island, the sun had not risen before seven o'clock, 
and had set between five and six in the afternoon: he 
would then rise between five and six, and not set until 
seven, which would be a long and hot summer's day. 
These were my reflections then, and they proved, as the 
seasons rolled over my head, to be nearly correct. I 
therefore had resolved to make the best use of my time 
when almost every place to which £ had occasion to direct 
my labour was shaded from the sun at some period of the 
day ; and as this was the propitious season for agricultural 
operations, I was the more induced to profit by my expe- 
rience and reflections : but my dear wife perceived I was 
wqrking beyond my strength, and often pleaded with me 
to economise it, and take more care of my health, by 
avoiding such over-exertion. She now talked to me on the 
subject, and said I had already planted enough for future 
supplies ; that we yet had a good stock of vegetable roots 
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and fruits, and that the vessel contained flour and biscuit 
in abundance. I began to feel the necessity of yielding to ' 
her wishes, for I had already become thin and rather 
weak, so that I at last resolved to take my labour easy, 
and make a pleasure rather than a toil of my occupations. ' 
Indeed, we both had become sensible^ that two or three 
hours of absolute rest in the middle of the day would be 
necessary for the preservation of health in this climate ; 
for although we were tolerably well, yet she as well as I 
had lost plumpness ; and we were oflen languid (what I 
called '^ done up") from^ over-exertion. ' In this frame of 
mind, we were quite disposed to stay where we were 
awhile, and repose a few hours afler our return to the 
plank house. 

After this indulgence, we visited the thicket and the cave. 
It was on this occasion that I discovered a fe W curious trees, 
about ten or twelve feet high, growing among the aca- 
cias. Large dry pods of a dark colour, not less than a full 
grown cucumber, adhering to their branches, attracted my 
attention : some of these had burst, the seeds of which 
were scattered on the ground. I picked dp one of them, 
and, having bruised it with my teeth, was surprised to per- 
ceive that it was the cacao or chocolate nut. I collected 
as many as I could obtain, which might altogether amount 
to a quart. They were much smaller than any I had seen 
either in England or Jamaica ; and I concluded this must 
arise either from their being uncultivated, or from t|ie close 
shaded situation in which they grew. I, however, hoped 
to find son^e in more perfection in the woodland region. 
Our live stock 'were outside, so we had the cave to our- 
selves : it was quite light within, but we coqld not see any 
pigeons. '^ I will go and fetch the spade," said I, <* and 
dig up some of the good soil, which the birds have depo- 
sited ; it will dress the roots of our young cocoa-nut trees. 
The sand in which they are planted round our' palace, is 
too poor for even their hardy nature to thrive in." Eliza 
sat down in the cave, while I soon filled ^nd carried out a 
couple of baskets-full for each tree ; but in clearing away 
the manure near to the mouth of the cave, 1 dug up part 
of a soldier's belt, with a brass plate onat. This surpri- 
Bed us : I rubbed the plate with some sand, and' thought 
I npade it out to be Spanish. The discovery induced me to 
dig for an hour or two longer ; but I found nothing in»t^« 
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However, I had collected a good deal of rich soil, whtGh I 
shovelled into a corner, and we left the place. When re- 
turned to the plank house, I put the belt carefully away, 
for some future exapaination ; but meanwhile my wife and 
I ventured various conjectures about how it might have 
got in the secluded spot where we found it : many were 
extravagant enough, and all, perhaps, wide from the fact : 
but one thing was evident, from its state, that it must have 
lain there a long time ; perhaps a century. We now turned 
our thoughts to the more valuable discovery of the choco* 
late nuts, which my Eliza proposed trying for. our break, 
fast on the ensuing morning ; and she accordingly em- 
ployed herself in pounding the nuts on a stone with the 
lyick of a hatchet, laying a piece of canvass beneath, to 
catch the fragments. My occupation the while was apply, 
iag my pigeon-soil to my plantation at our palace. My 
young trees had drooped very little, the sand being yet 
damp at the depth they were planted. I exulted in giving 
them this excellent ipanure ; and added a thorough water<^ 
ing, when I had so bedded them. It was. now time for our 
evening repast ; and We sat down on the wooden platform 
between the plank house and the rock, with our table be- 
tween us, each on a commodious chair, and our^ dear little 
dog in front of us, to our comfortable tea, in peace and qui- 
etness ; perhaps experiencing more real enjoyment, than 
the woi:ld's society, with all its blandishments, could be* 
stow I If we were deprived of its pleasures, we were ex- 
empted from its vexations also ; for is it not true, that nine 
tenths of the evils of this life proceed from the conduct of 
the various persons with whom we are brought in contapt? 

We reasoned thus on this subject, and felt the impor- 
tance of the proposrtion I have stated : yet we had a sigh 
and a tear for those we loved, and lefl behind in our na- 
tive village : but there was no poignancy in our regrets^ 
we still .hoped some day to meet and embrace them again, 
through the mercy of that God whom we desired ta serve 
in spirit and in truth. In this way we communed with each 
other, till the time for retiring drew near ; when fastening 
up our palace, and seeing our dumb companions repair to 
heir retreat, we too, serenely and happily,^ bent our steps 
towards the brig. , ^ 

Friday, 18th. — All alert fbr our husbandry, we set off 
by day-break for the silk cotton-tree plantation ; our im- 
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plements, ba^s of yams, coccos, and seeds, being niy bur- 
den. My wife brought some of the pounded chocolate, 
to prepare for our morning's mea], while I dug up a rich 
piece of ground I hadj discovered in the dell between the 
cotton tree and the lake. Having performed this part of 
my task, we sat down to our breakfast, which we much 
enjoyed ; and therefore felt some little regret that we had 
not been able to find any cacao trees in our way through 
the woodland, though our eyes had sought them in every 
direction. " Edward," observed my Eliza, " there seems 
much confusion in this name of cocoa ! For the great nuts 
with the milk, are called cocoa-nuts ; and the roots here, 
so like a potatoe, which you are going to plant, are also 
called cocoas ; and the nut from which we made this choc 
olate yesterday, is in England called cocoa. I cannot com- 
prehend how it should happen, that so many dissimilar 
things should receive the same name !"^" I can perhaps 
solve the difficulty, dear Eliza," replied I ; " for I know 
the chocolate nut is not spelt cocoa, but cacao ; and the 
root is spelt cocco. I suppose them to be all Spanish ap- 
pellations,' and if properly pronounced might be suffi- 
ciently distinctive.'^ But being more intent on my plant- 
ing, than the discussion of philological questions, " Tell 
me, dear," said I, "giving a practical turn to the conversa- 
tion, " did not we bring two large sugar canes from Ja- 
maica ? what has become of them ? They are not lost, I 
hope ! for they would grow well where I have been just 
digging ; and although there is plenty of sugar on board, 
yet I should like to make two or three cuttings from the 
canes, and put them into this ground. They might prove 
useful to others, if not to ourselves." She approved my 
intention ; and, afler our talk, I again went to work with 
my spade ; during which, she cut the yams : and before 
noon-tide, we had planted a. good space with both yams 
and coccos ; and not a few pumpkin and melon seeds, 
were put in, in various directions. 

On our return home, I stopped at the fountain to wash 
the basket, that had been soiled by its employment last 
evening ; and, as it was our only one, I was sorry to per- 
ceive it rather worn by the hard duty I had made it per- 
form. " Neve'r mind, dear Edward," cried my wife ; " I 
am neither a king nor a qqeen, but I think I shall be able 
to show you that I can be a basket-maker ; and I will soon 
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replace it," " Heaven's best gift !" 1 exclaimed : then 
taking her arm in mine, we proceeded to our deeply-shaded 
wooden palace ; 'and there we reposed in the Spanish style 
-for an hour or two, during the heat of the day ; after which 
we amused ourselves, While sitting on the platform, with, 
observing the happy liberty of our dumb companions ; the 
cock and hens dusting themselves opposite to us, almost 
burying themselves as they knocked up the sand with their 
feet and wings. At length I roused myself from this plea* 
sant trifling. In truth, the mind as well as body becomes 
gradually subject to lassitude, and can only entertain it. 
self then by what gives it least trouble. I, however, got 
upi and Ehza with me. Fidele was always on the alert, 
when we moved. And now, reminding ourselves about 
the sugar.canes, we repaired to the vessel to search for 
them. After no small patience and investigation, we at 
last found them in the steerage. I also took thence, a 
piece of rope, which I unlaid, and then re-made into a sort 
of plait, which sailors cail gasket. With this I constructed 
two articles, to be used something in the way of a steplad- 
der. A fathom of this gasket- work, being fastened end to 
end, made one ; and the other was like it. When both 
were finished, I told my wife, by the help of these facilities, 
I thought I could get down the cocoa»nut» without felling 
the trees for that purpose ; and that on the morrow after- 
noon we would put them to the trial. She was quite de. 
lighted with the invention and idea ; for, of all things, her 
kindly spirit disliked destruction of any sort, and especially 
>¥hen it was to be the price for only some personal <gratifi. 
cation. For this, she regaled me with a pine-apple, that 
was becoming over ripe ; the top of which we twisted out, 
with great care, for planting. It was now time to retire 
to our marine lodgings. 

Saturday, 19th. — The early dawn found us on our way 
to our little garden of Eden, " to dress and to keep it ;" 
andj besides our usual articles for the purpose, we did not 
neglect to take our'pine-apple top, and three cuttings of 
sqgar-cane, (with two joints in each*,) to put into the rich 
ground I had discovered between the cotton tree and the 
lake. Before ten o'clock, 1 had disposed of alllhese stocks 
of future progeny ; and having so far succeeded to our 
satisfaction, we cheerfully retrod our steps, to recruit our- 
selves at the spring, My wife took her station on the 
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fragment of rock on which we had first sat, with our 
faithful little dog heside us, and tasted that pleasant water 
with thankfulness to the good God who had brought us into 
such a haven. Fidele, too, seemed pleased in contemplating 
the scene of his first exploit with the iguana : and in this 
agreeable fellowship of past recolleclions, I left my two 
dear companions for a while ; trudging away myself to- 
ward the rocky point that projects into the lake, to visit 
my earliest beds of melon and pumpkin seeds, which had 
now been more than a fortnight planted. I was delighted 
to see them all above ground ; and called to my Eliza, to 
come and partake of my glad surprise. The sigh I of them, 
was like that of the first teeth of the first child to its fond 
parents — ^a subject of joy and exultation. I cleared the 
earth round them with the hoe ; and then took a look at 
the first pine-top, to which I gave a little water, and se- 
cured the tops of the split shingles, which I had placed ^ 
round in the form of a cone, to preserve it from the goats. 
This was necessary, for they, tcfgether with the ducks^ 
were now almost always about the spring. ^ 

Before noon we adjourned to the plank house, and were 
agreeably saluted there by the cackling of one of the hens, 
just strutting out from the thicket. " Thank you, madam,'' 
said I ; " you have begun a good work : I understand you, 
and will soon endeavour to find the treasure you have 
deposited." My dear wife was much amused by my ad- 
dress to dame Partlet, and joined with me in the pleasantry. 
I lost no time in making the searcji ; and. after some time, 
found the welcome egg, a little on one side of the cave's 
mouth, in a convenient retreat, made by the fortuitous ar- 
rangement of some small fragments of rock. There was 
no reason for removing thence what we must yet consider 
as the nest egg^ but the fear of one we never had occasion 
to doubt before — our useful, and faithful little dog. 

We knew that dogs have as keen a relish for the deli-\ 
cacies of the hen-roost, as the best of us ; and we did not 
iike to leave 6pen a possible . cause for temptation, and 
therefore of displeasure towards our dumb and unwitting 
friend and oomj^anion. It was therefore resolved to bring 
the egg into, the house, and place it in safety on a shelf^ 
while I went to work with some shingles, and a few pieces 
of plank, to construct a house for our fowls to lay, and 
ultimately to hatch in. Eliza had gradaaUy ^oo^Vt^^ 
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courage in our situation ; and she proposed going the' 
while, with Fidele, to the margin of (he lake, to gather 
some of the large reeds or canes which the late storm had 
driven on shore, and then try to make baskets of them. 1 
did not oppose her, for there was no apparent danger, and 
she would not be far from me. She took her pike in her 
' hand : and followed, or rather preceded, by Fidele, set off 
on her expedition. I had conceived the plan of my depo- 
sitory for our fowls, which I regulated in size according to 
the length of the shingles (about two feet long each ;) 
and with these, and a few pieces of plank, I erected a place 
on four props, about the size of one of the large chests of 
tea from China, in about a couple of hours. But before 
I had half finished, Eliza rejoined me, with nearly two do- 
zen capital canes, or large reeds, which sh^ il^id down 
beside me in the cave, while afee brougjff ftrthi^S^'mfe beau- 
tiful shells she had picked up,' that had been cast up by 
the late storm,. and which she now arranged on a piece of 
bokrd that lay near us. They were indeed very perfect 
and highly polished ; and, as sl^e displayed them before 
me, she delightedly expatiated on the perfections of Him 
whose least works are so transbendantly beyond all that man 
could do. *' There is great vanity in human beings, Ed- 
ward,'' continued she, *' to suppose that all things were 
made merely to please and gratify them. O no ! Think 
not, though man were not, the earth would want specta- 
tors — God want praise !" — ** My darling Eliza !" I ex- 
claimed, laying down the piece of plank I held in my 
hands, and embracing her ; " O thou blessed angel ! such 
were the beams of celestial light, which often thy mubh- 
loved father was wont to shed around him ! May that God, 
ivhom thou dost so adore, spare thee, my love, long to com- 
fort thy Edward, and once more to bless the eyes' of thy 
revered parent !** We wept. 

I completed my task more than an hour before sunset ; 
but was too tired, to fulfil my promise of trying my 
gaskets that evening at the cocoa-nut grove ; so, after 
making up a nest in iny hen-house with some dried grass, 
and fixing a piece of slanting bbar^ for the fowls to walk 
up to its entrance, my wife placed the egg within, "and 
finished the operation by strewing some corn upon the 
board, to induce the hens to find their new retreat. We 
regaled ourselves with tea and roasted plantains, ^this 
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^evening ; and felt peculiar delight in the retrospect of the 
day. Before we concluded our meal (which by the way 
we were in no hiirry to finish, it being so pleasant in the 
open air upon the platform,) our colony gathered round us ; 
some corn was thrown to the poultry ; and the goats re- 
ceived for their treat the thick rind of a watermelon we 
had eaten at dinner with our salted food. Poor Fidele had 
nothing but a bit of biscuit for his repast : we', indeed, of- 
ten wished for a little fresh provisions, if it were only for 
his sake. I have known persons who would laugh at this 
feeling for the comfort and health of a dog ; but I 
would not choose such persons for my friends. The sun 
4ii6t ; and we all retired respectively to our resting places* 
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V - 



CHAP. vir. 



Sunday, 20th January .< — 'Although it was the Sahbatb, 
we arose with the dawn, and enjoyed our ablutions of sea* 
water ; and after dressing ourselves, at least in clean at- 
tire, but observing our amended costume of conveniency) 
we lefl the vessel early for our residence on shore ; there 
to breakfast, and perform our church service in the fore- 
nooun It was the first Sabbath we had * observed with 
prayer, upon the shores of that land on which we now 
stood ; and we could not but be impressed with the mer- 
ciful providence of God, who had preserved us from a wa- 
tery grave, which now we firmly believed to have been the 
lot of our captain and all his crew. Afler reading divine 
service we conversed on this awful subject; charging our- 
selves with great coldness of heart toward our heavenly 
Father ; ttnd also with something like indifference to the 
fate of our companions, as hitherto w<e had made no effort 
to gain the summit of the promontory, whence, by the aid 
of the ship's spy .glass., we might perhaps discover some 
•trace of them ; even the melancholy wreck of their boat 
lying on some neighbouring shore. 

These reflections stiniulated us to undertake the ascent 
of the promontory, which was very steep ; seeming, in 
truth, an absolute precipice. We, however, presently 
accoutred ourselves for the expedition. I put the pistols 
into my belt on one side, and a hatchet in the other ; sling- 
ing the spy-glass over one shoulder, and our canteen over 
the other. In my hand I took a boarding-pike, at once for 
defence, if needed, and for a walking staff to help me on 
my way. My dear partner tied up a couple of oranges in 
a handkerchief, and with her pilgrim's staff also, and Fidele 
running by her side, we set forward a little before noon, 
only stopping at the spring to fill the canteen ; and as soon 
as the low rocks and brushwood would allow, we turned 
round upon the base of the hill, and there found the ascent 
:J)ot near so steep as we had supposed-, but the shrubs, and 
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small trees, and spine-pointed aloes, retarded my poor 
Eliza's progress so much, that I was obliged to pioneer at 
almost every step with the hatchet, and remove the lopped 
branches, as well as I. could, with the end of my pike ; for 
the thorns and prickles of some of the plant& cannot be 
eacountered with the naked hand ; so that I soon found I 
wanted a bill-hook instead of a hatchet ; and I was glad in 
remembering there was plenty on board : they are made 
for the purpose of penetrating thickets ; cutting first, and 
by their hooked bill they then lay hold of the lopped branch, 
and pull it aside. We, however, contrived to struggle for- 
ward, though advancing but slowly. At one time, quite 
fatigued, we were about to return, when we were suddenly 
encouraged to proceed, by descrying at some little dis. 
tance the opening in the back of our cave. Afler an hour's 
hard perseverance, we gained the spot ; and were sur- 
prised at being able, with very small difficulty, to climb on 
some projections of the rock, and look through the aper- 
ture, which became a somewhat long passage, direcCly into^ 
the cavern. I hallooed, expecting some pigeons would 
fly out ; but we did not see one. '< I doubt not they pass^ 
the noon in the woods," cried I. We now determined to 
return back into that shaded region ourselves,' and seek 
another way of ascent in thal;^ direction ; but by the time 
we descended the present side of the acclivity, we were 
so heartily tired ; I with cutting and clearing away, and 
my poor wife with scrambling and disentangling her petti. ^ 
coats, (which, although made short for the occasion,, were •■ 
still petticoats ;) we gladly sat down under the shade of a> 
tree, when we got to the foot of the promontory, and there 
partook of an orange for refreshment. During our ascent, 
I was in constant apprehension of coming upon serpents, 
but I did not communicate my fear to my companion ; and 
the fate of our little dog was also much in my thoughts, if 
such a rencounter should take place ; happily we met 
none ; and as nothing of the kind had been seen by us 
heretofore, I now ventured to hope (which proved true) 
that there were not any on the island. 

We found ourselves refreshed, afler resting awhile ; and 
then proceeded, with a view of taking the height on this 
side of the hill ; which stands forth as a boundary between 
the woodland region and the silk cotton-tree plantation. 
Our goaiSy which had come round from the cave thicket, 
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and to whom we had given the rind of our orange, seemed 
disposed to foltow us as well as Fidele ; but we drove 
them back, and caused the dog to pursue them for a few 
minutes, toward the 'spring. We now resumed our ex- 
cursion, and made considerable progress up a wild ravine 
beset with the Ii^dian ^g, till it brought us to a very steep 
and rocky ascent, on which we observed shrubs bearing 
leaves like those of the palm tree, l)ut much shorter and 
more erect. I could have managed to have clambered up 
this formidable pass, but it was not possible for my wife. 
!^ull of courage, however, she made the attempt ; and not 
until she had severely hurt herself, by falling several times, 
could she be persuaded to give it up. We at length agreed 
to again measure back our steps, which we did leisurely ; 
and, as we rested here and there in descending, I put in 
the pips of our orange into various spots on the side of the 
ravine. Having bee^ out above four hours, and quite fa- 
tigued, we returned slowly to the plank house, and lay 
down on the wooden settee to rest our wearied limbs. 
After a while, my dear Eliza, and her little dog beside her, 
fell fast asleep ; and I, feeling myself sufficiently renova- 
ted, stole away to prepare her some substantial aliment. 
When all was laid out, and the table placed upon the plat- 
form, I awoke her with a gentle kiss upon her forehead, 
and led her forth to my little banquet. ^' How kind this 
is, dear Edward," said she, smiling sweetly on me ; " it 
was my duty, not yours." — "You were too much fatigued, 
beloved,"! replied; "I was only afraid of disturbing you 
before I had accomplished it.*' Fidele was not waked by 
a caress ; but, perhaps dreaming what was going forward, 
quickly joined his mistress, wagging his tail for a piece of 
beef, which he greedily devoured : it was not necessary 
to ofier him drink, for he knew his way to the spring, and 
always scampered thither when thirsty. We were too 
tired to talk much, yet I could not but express my regret 
at our discomfiture. " Never mind, Edward, you made a 
resolute beginning," was her ready reply ; "and by some 
other route we may succeed better." She alwa5fs had a 
word of hope for me ; and such to man is the great cheer- 
er of life. Although extremely weary, we read a chapter 
from St. John, a divine companion in our transatlantic* 
Patmos ; and, after closing our little land-house door, re- 
tired at an earlier hour than usual to our marine lodgings 
/or the night. 
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Monday, 2l8t. — ^In the morning, finding our limbs Yery 
stiff, I proposed a good sousing with sea-water to remove 
it : it was instantly adopted, and it acted like a charm, 
perfectly refreshing us. Afler dressing ourselves, we 
walked the deck, enjoying the cool air of that early time 
of the day, and watching the sun rise above the eastern 
rock in glorious array. 

On retiring below, we talked over our disappointment in 
not being able to ascend the pironiontory ; not only tha( 
we might look around for our companions, but that we 
might acquire some knowledge^ by the view, of our exa€t 
situation ; for, as yet, we could not be certain whether we 
were on an island or the main. I therefore urged my af- 
fectionate wife to allow me to climb the height alone, but 
to this her fears for me would not consent. On this deci- 
sion, I felt I had no resource but to make a path, little by 
little, so as to admit us to ascend together at some future 
time. A bill-hook being necessary to the undertaking, I 
opened the main hatchway, and soon found the case in 
which they were kept. I drew from it a couple ; and as 
it occurred to me a plurality of spades and hoes would save 
ine the trouble of carrying my instruments of husbandry 
from one plantation to another,! took out pairs of them also; 
and as the Indian corn which had been deposited in the 
steerage, was now expended, I at this time got up a large 
bag of that article, by means of the winch ; whose power 
enabled me to hoist it easily out of the hold. My next 
object was a bag of biscuit, which I also got on deck. We 
were glad to have this supply : our biscuit had been done 
for some days ; and our poultry having begun to lay, we 
were desirous to feed them well ; also to have some whole 
corn to put into the ground ; — that which we had been using 
. having been all bruised^ on purpose for feeding. We sat 
down in the cabin afler my toil, and most thankfully break- 
fasted on some biscuit and Irish butter ; in which Fidele 
heartily joined, for ihe poor animal had eat nothing but 
salt beef and pork for many days ; and we finished this 
our morning repast with some wine and water, which we 
found a very agreeable change. 

As I had been sufficiently industrious to plant and sow 
as many roots and seeds as would produce as much provi- 
fiion as, wo would require of this kind for the season, and 
as there was no great hyrry about putting in the Indian 
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corn, (there being so great a supply of it on boftrd,) I felt I 
might direct my attention and labour to some other matters 
that waited my exertions. We had felt the want of fresh 
provisions, and been tantalized almost every evening by 
seeing the mullet leaping almost within our reach about 
the point below the spring* This set me on my inventions 
how to contrive a small punt, (a sort of flat- bottomed boat,) 
and which, with the planks I had at hand, I thought might 
be easily constructed. My Eliza, however, evinced some 
scruples i^bout its safety :— ^-it might prove my coffin ! I 
smiled, and soon succeeded in calming her fears ; after which 
she amused, and employed herself, during that day, and 
in the two following likewise, by collecting and conveying 
on shore several things applicable to our comfort and con. 
veniency. Meanwhile I got out some suitable plank, and 
other boards from the hold, and carried them, together 
with nails and other requisites from the carpenter's chesty 
to land also ; and then set heartily to work to construct my 
punt, — my dock-yard being the slope of the beach, to the 
northward of the rocky point, and close to the water's edge. 
My little bark was thus made : — five of the planks^ each 
being twelve feet in length and one foot in breadth, were 
laid side by side ; and pieces of plank, four feet ten inches 
in length, were nailed across them, allowing otie inch clear 
on each side ; and in nailing them across, care was taken 
to leave an interval of two inches between each third and 
fourth cross-piece. Into each of these intervals, of which 
there were three, a cross-piece of the same dimensions was 
insinuated edgeways ; which necessarily fitted in tight, the 
planks being two inches in thickness. To the ends of 
these upright cross-pieces, the side-boarding was nailed, 
which was of elm ; and, being one inch in thickness, its 
edge just filled up the space beyond the extreme ends of 
the cross-pieces, and rested on the flooring of the punt : 
these boards were two feet in breadth, which I considered 
a sufficient height for the sides of my vessel : the stern part 
was formed by a five-feet cut of the elm board, placed 
nearly perpendicular to the floor of the punt ; and the bow 
was made by cutting the side-boards with a greater pro- 
je<;ting slope, from below, upward ; beneath which another 
five.feet cut of an elm-board was firmlv nailed across, and 
secured both here and abaft by inside cross-pieces and up- 
rights. On the evening of the 21st my punt was put to- 



1734. 81R EDWARD SEAWARD's NARRATIVE. 103 • 

gether ; but it required to be calked, before it could b^ 
launched. 

" Thursday, 24th. — I made a fruitless rummage in the 
ship for its deposit of oakum, to calk the punt with ; and, 
its a last resource, was about to set to, with my dear help- 
mate, to picl^ some large rope to pieces, and so make 
oakum of it, when I bethought myself of a place in the 
brig I had not yet explored, and in which it might proba^ 
bly be. This was the fore- cuddy, a sort of store-room for 
sails and other things under the ibrecastle, and secured by 
a small hatch. I instantly repaired thither, and getting off 
the batchy went down. A welcome sight greeted me, for 
1 found not only oakum in a large bag, but a pitch-kettle, 
and half a barrel of pitch ! I saw a bale of canvass, some 
spare sails, and a good d^al of cordage : all this was a most 
useful discovery. I hauled up the bag with the oakum, 
and took it on shore ; and then returning for a large and 
small calking.iron, the mallet, and grease-box, I was set 
up, and intended to proceed to business instantly. Here my 
zeal had run a little before the order of things ; for I found 
the bottom must be calked first ; so I had to return, and 
get a couple of handspikes, to raise and turn my punt ; for 
although it was only twelve feet long, and five feet broad, 
and two feet high, I could not lift it into the proper position 
by strength of arm alone ; but with the handspikes, and 
the help of my dear wife, I soon succeeded in turning it 
bottom up. When this was accomplished, I then perceiv- 
ed that I must not only calk, but pay the bottom with pitch, 
before I could proceed to work on the interior of the ves- 
sel ; so back I trudged for the pitch-kettle, which was a 
large heavy iron porridge-pot : and in the getting this on 
shore, and a sufficient quantity of pitch for all the purposes, 
nearly the whole day was consumed ; so that it was not 
till the following I could fairly commence, 

Friflay, 25th. — As early as po-sible I set about the 
calking. I first made a fire, and put on the pitch-pot with 
its contents, close to the rock where I was to work ; but, 
for fear of setting my pitch in a blaze, I kept the embers 
low ; and, while it was preparing, laboured away blithely 
with my large calking-iron ; driving the oakum in, be- 
tween the interstices of the five planks that formed the hot* 
torn. I completed this part of the business before I was sum- 
moned to breakfast, and even payed the seams ovec mUi 
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a good coat of hot pitch. After I had eaten this refresh- 
ing meal, by the side of my happy Eliza in the plank 
house, she walked down with me to the punt, and manfully 
wielding one of the handspikes, while I lifted by hand, we 
turned our boat again over on her bottom. She was de- 
lighted with the idea of having rendered me an assistance, 
without which, I told her, I really could not have succeeded 
in this important object. I continued to work all day, but 
my progress became comparatively slow. I perceived I 
had some other oarpentry jobs to execute, which I had for- 
gotten ; like the man that built his house without a stair- 
case. I had to place a thwart, for the rower to sit on, 
and pins for the oars, besides a seat toward the stern : so 
I extinguished the fire beneath the pitch-pot ; not being 
able to pay the seams, till all the above was done. How- 
ever, 1 completed the whole of the wood-work by evening, 
entirely to my satisfaction. 

Saturday, 26th. — I finished the calking before break, 
fast ; and having put the fire again under the pitch-kettle^ 
payed all the seams, inside and out, by two o'clock ; and, 
while the pitch was yet soft on the interior, I threw 
handsfuU of sand in every direction within the punt, so 
that the sand might mix and adhere to the pitch, which 
would in a great measure prevent it sticking to our clothes. 
I now went up to dinner ; and after our usual repose du- 
ring the heat, I walked my dear wife down in triumph,. to 
see our works completed. I brought with me a piece of 
rope for a paynter to our punt, which I made fast to the bow. 
I then took a plank for a lever, and raising the end of the 
little vessel next the water, requested my helpmate to shove 
one of the handspikes under it for a roller. That done, 1 
elevated the other end in the same manner, pretty high ; 
and placing the other handspike beneath it, with a neces- 
sary force applied by the plank lever, the punt went ofi^ the 
handspikes cheerily into the water ; and we felt great joy 
in seeing our little ship afioat. I wound the extremity of 
the paynter rope securely round a fragment of rock, and 
thus left our future fishing smack, exulting in our work. 

" Now, Edward,'' said my dear wife, " you deserve a 
glass of good wine, and you shall have it." Indeed she had 
prepared me a treat, for on our return to our wooden palace, 
she set before me a shaddock, with biscuit and a bottle of 
wine^ and I enjoyed it mucb^ until near the close of day, 
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which her agreeable conversation quickly beguiled away, 
I never can forget this well-timed and agreeable feast ! the 
recollection of which, even now> gives me more delight 
than, perhaps, comes io the lot of some men to enjoy from 
the most elaborate pleasures. Enjoyment presupposes a 
capability ; and there are many requisites to constitute 
that capability. Our dear Mr. Goldsmith often said, that 
"Satan can grant possessions ; but enjoyment is the gifl 
of God ; and most especially the enjoyment of retrospec 
tion." The shaddock we had cut, was as large as the 
best melon that grows in England ; its interior was a bright 
salmon colour, and its flavour was that of the orange, with 
the addition of an aromatic bitter, which rendered it highly 
grateful to the palate. We preserved its seeds in a little 
pap^r bag ; several of which my Eliza had made during 
the last week, for such a purpose. In the course of con- 
versation, my dear wife told me she had got qaite a store 
of eggs during the week ; that all her hens were laying ; 
but that they still continued to make their deposits in the 
original nest between the fragments of rock, though as 
soon as she found an egg, she removed it to the hen-house 
above. - Her store consisted of ten. '* Very well," I re- 
plied ; " when you have secured a dozen, let the nest be- 
low take its chance : remove no more ; perhaps Fidele 
won't touch them ; and if he should, we have some to 
spare !'* 

The week being so well finished — having, indeed, 
earned the promised rest, by "the sweat of our brow,"— 
we looked forward with thankfulness to the " day of rest," 
which the goodness of God had appointed ; and without 
which, little as we may sometimes think of its importance, 
even the most diligent would become weary of the occu. 
pations of life ; while a worse evil would be the conse- 
quence, — such continued operation, naturally separating 
us, by estranging our thoughts, from that future state of 
spiritual existence for which man originally was created ;•> 
and to secure which, our heavenly Father has never ceased 
to bring forward dispensations of righteousness and mercy. 

Sunday, 27th. — We kept this Sabbath without intermix- 
ing with it temporal anxieties. In sweet tranquillity of 
mind, we performed the service of the church in the 
morning ; and in the evening read many chapters ta 
Isaiah and St, John ; recreating ourselves in the iateroifi^ 
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diate time by walking the ship's deck, where we had be* 
Death us the ark of our deliverance. When night drew 
on, we retired to our cabin with unusual comfort ; and 
awoke at the dawn, quite refreshed by an undisturbed 
sleep, and the rest of the Sabbath-day. 

Monday, 38th. — Some laundry work waste be done to- 
day ; so my wife, and I her helpmate on this occasion, re- 
paired early to the spring, with the clothes for ablution ; 
and pulling off our boots and stockings, and with our bat- 
tle-doors in hand, whose virtue we were now going to try, 
we fixed on two smooth large stones in the stream, and 
went to our task. The running water cleared the linen 
at every stroke ; and by breakfast-time we had prepared a 
good quantity for drying; each taking an end of the heavt- 
est*articles, by twisting the contrariwise wrung them well. 
'' There, my dame," said I ; ''as your lord and husbiand 
could not have turned the punt without you, so you could 
not have rinsed these sheets without him : our situation 
shows how much is to be effected by mutual assistance ; 
and that, when it is rejected or refused, many useful things 
must remain unaccomplished. To such a lesson, at least, 
is the tendency of God's providence in the order of his 
creation."-^" God is good, and perfect in all his ways, my 
dear Edward," she replied : " but man is too often wise 
in his own conceit, and therefore proud, ancl ruinous of 
his own comforts." This dialogue was worthy of the pu- 
pil and the daughter of William Goldsmith : we did not find 
that the tone of our minds was lowered by the menial oc 
cupation of washing in a brook« We spread out the clean 
linen on the sands to dry ; and then walked up to the plank 
house, to take our usual morning repast. That over, we 
returned briskly to work again, and, in a couple of hours 
more, finished our labour. My Eliza was then very tired : 
I took her arm in mine, and led her back to the plank house 
and made her lie down on our friendly settee, to repose. I 
repaired, meanwhile to watch the clothes, lest the sea* 
breeze should blow any of thenr into the lake ; but I also 
employed myself in reconnoitring the punt, which I found 
afloat, without having leaked one drop of water. It was 
my next business to make a couple of schulls, or small 
oars ; and having previously provided two pieces of lance- 
wood, about six feet long each, I fell to work with my 
hatchet and an adze, and contrived to give them both a 
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shape by two o'clock. The linen by this time was dry ; 
so I bundled it all up in a table cloth, and carried it to the 
plank house, where I found my Eliza, with her constant 
attendant Fidele, fast asleep. I would not disturb her ; and, 
as she had not had any but cold salt beef for some time 
past, I thought of surprising her with something like a 
pepper-pot, a favourite dish in Jamaica ; and putting on a 
stew-pan, with a due quantity of meat, and a few of our 
vegetables, with capsicums, and other seasoning at hand, 
I produced what I hoped might prove a savoury mess. 
When it was done, and placed upon the table, I waked 
my dear wife in my accustomed way, and led her smiling 
to the repast I had provided. '* Dear, kind Edward !'' ex- 
claimed she, surprised, and pleased as she sat down. She 
praised my pepper-pot highly ; and much as I might be 
disposed to think well of my own work, I fancied every 
mouthful better and better, after every word of her com- 
roendation. 

We enjoyed ourselves in the cool shade of our position, 
for an hour after our meal, conversing on various subjects ; 
which I shall pass over without special notice, although 
there might be some remarks to chronicle, not altogether 
unworthy of attention : but as most people become tired 
in listening to other people's talk (though they seldom do 
in attending most scrupulously to other people's actions,) 
I think it may be more acceptable, even to our nearest 
kindred, should they ever see this diary, to note down 
rather what we did than what we said in the extraordi- 
nary situation in which we found ourselves placed ; and I 
will endeavour in future, though I fear hopelessly, to ad- 
here to this good resolution. However, I shall stand ex^^ 
cased, I suppose, in the present instance, for detailing a 
few last words, just as we rose from table ; as thereby en- 
vy may be propitiated, and cease to regard us with an evil 
eye, seeing that the happy pair could quarrel, or at least 
make a beginning to do so. As the evening drew to a 
close — " Now for some mullet, my love 1" cried I, rising 
from my chair. My wife smiled. I knew it was doubt, 
ingly ; for I could ever read her mind in her look. '* Well, 
we will try," continued I. " That is wisely said," she 
replied ; '< but you are always ardent, dear Edward ; and 
such a feeling can only be reined in by experience^" — 
*s* Now, dear EJiza T' I rejoined, more p^U\a\sL\Y^"Mi\«^^^ 
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before or since remember, " What can you. know about 
experience, at least in catching mullet V* I saw the tear 
come into her eye : I felt* what I had done ; and I lost not 
a moment to throw myself on her neck, and kiss from her 
cheek that hallowed drop which I had caused to fall there. 
The cloud passed away, and the sun of peace smiled forth 
on us again. We walked to the cave, to see our poultry ; 
and sauntered about until afler sunset, feeding our stock 
as they came home, and amusing ourselves in various ways, 
until the soft twilight vanished ; which in this country, at 
any season, is very short. We then went to the beach, 
where I struck a light, and kindled some fuel. I next 
drew up the punt, and placed a tin baking.pan on the bow, 
with some oakum and rotten wood in it, to whiph I set fire. 
I took the two rough made oars, and was about to shove 
off, saying, " Now for the attempt!" — "Nay, dearest," 
she cried, *' you shall not go without me ; for I do hope 
you will be very successful." She steppe^ .1, and sat on 
the seat astern. I rowed out well and pleasantly for twen- 
ty or thirty yards, and the mullet began to leap at the light 
soon after we had shoved off. They came down literally 
a shower, and many fell into the boat, on me and on her; 
and one of them fairly dropped into the baking-pan, beat- 
ing about till we landed ; so that in five minutes we re- 
turned to shore, -and found nine fine fish in the punt, be- 
sides the more adventurous fellow close to pur torch in the 
pan. " I prayed for your success, my honoured husband," 
said jfny wife, as we landed ; " I should have been very 
unhappy, if it had fallen out otherwise, after my unkind be- 
haviour to you on the occasion," — " No, my love," I re- 
plied, " you were not unkind ; your admonitions are al- 
ways conceived in kindness and in wisdom ; it was I that 
betrayed an unbecoming peevishness ; but all is well 
again, and the demon of discord is disappointed in his aim." 
We sealed our affection with a tender embrace ; and, 
knowing there were no thieves to purloin our fish, we lefl 
them in the punt; and, repairing to our palace, fastened 
its door, and retired to our ship and to sleep. 

Tuesday, 29th. — We arose as usual with the day, and 
went to our abode on shore. My dear wife's object was 
to " get up our ]inen." She had taken out flat-irons with 
ber for our household at Belise ; and our wooden settee, 
with a blanket thrown over it, making a good ironing-board. 
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she'soon set to work like an experienced- laundress. While 
she was so employed, I brought up the fish, and displayed 
them before her : some were much larger than others, and 
are called calipeavar in Jamaica. We were gratified by 
the sight of fresh, and therefore more wholesome food ; 
but she more especially, since it was procured by my exer- 
tioQS : yet it was evident, in this hot country, we could not 
eat them all before some would spoil ; and though it was 
but yesterday we regretted not having any, now we la- 
mented having so many, being a useless waste of life. I, 
however, took them to the spring ; and after preparing a 
couple for dressing, replaced the rest in the basket, leaving 
them under tlie sMde of the rock, in the cool water at the 
spring head, but putting a few stones on them, to prevent 
their being floated away. I roasted the two for our break- 
fast, which, we relished much ; and Fidele, too, partook 
joyfully df our repast ; indeed all the family, with the ex. 
ception of the goats ; so that there was not a fragment 
left. When the meal was over, and I had returned thanks, 
as was our usual custom and duty so to do, my dear wife 
came round behind me, and, leaning on my shoulder, kissed 
my forehead. I looked up, and blessed her, for the tear 
stood in her eye : it was the heart that shed it. ** Sweet 
iKDgel," I whispered, in a subdued voice^ and pressed her 
to my bosoni ; " more dear to me than ever ; we can never 
be unhappy : thou art all goodness, all gentleness ; and I 
the most favoured of men. We wiped the tears from our 
eyes, which, unwittingly to ourselve,s, had escaped them, 
and rose, I taking her arm in mine. We walked toward 
the beach, to bring back our feelings to their ordinary tone. 
The remainder of the day was passed by her in ironing, 
while myself made employment near her by constructing 
some necessary carpentry additions to our wooden palace. 
Oiir dinner, like our breakfast, was fish, — ^the excellent 
calipeavar boiled, and eat with lime-juice and bird-pepper. 
Grod's bounties were always like a sacrament to my Eliza, 
for she found in them all something more than food, — ^in. 
deed, a verification in her own bosom, that His children 
" do not live by bread alone !" When we had finished 
our repast, " My dear Edward," said she, gathering up the 
' small seeds of the bird-peppers, which were red ripe, *^wo 
must plant these, and also the seeds of the capsicum ; we 
flight not to waste any thing." — "True," I replied, " and 
Vol. I. 10 
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they are of great use to the stomach in this relaxing, cli- 
mate." — " Indeed, it seems," returned she, " that in every 
country there are found fruits and spices most appropriate. 
Mustard and horse-radish are the natural spices of Eng- 
land ; so bounteous is Providence to the peculiar wants of 
his creatures : and, I confess, that here I give the prefe- 
rence to the capsicum and small peppers." — " We will sow 
some of them this very evening," I replied, " and at the 
cocoa-nut grove. There I shall also try our gaskets ; my 
success with the fishing having put me in high hope for 
that exploit." 

While we were talking, Fidele had run off to the spring 
to quench his thirst, afler his share of our feast, and came 
back, frisking about in an unusual way ; which we observi. 
ed, being amused for some time, till we perceived he 
wanted us to go with him. Eliza rose ; and, on my doing 
the same, he ran before us, then came back, and then went 
on, playing gently forward, till we arrived at the fountain, 
and there we saw the object of his attention,— our, lame 
goat, with two young kids at her foot. We were delight- 
ed at the sight, and almost as much so with the sagacity, 
nay, something like . sympathy, of our dear little dog. 
While we gazed on the new-born creatures, he fell to lap- 
ping the stream ; -so that we were really induced to be* 
lieve he had not even stopped to drink, when he descried 
the goat with her young progeny, till he had run back to 
bring us th^ tidings. My dear wife hastened to our house 
for some plantains to give the mother ; and, as the goat 
and her kids were on the farther side of the brook, I took 
up the little ones, and brought them across. When my 
Eliza returned, she fed the old goat from her hand, while 
I held the kids ; and then we proceeded with them up to 
the cave ; the poor animal following, and eating all the 
way. I deposited them within, leaving plenty of food near 
the mother for her sustenance. We were highly grati- 
fied by this expected event having terminated so propiti- 
ously ; and, mutually congratulating each other, led our 
old" lady to her nursery. 

I then took a spade, a hatchet, a sack, and my gi^skets ; 
and my dear wife being armed with her pike, and with her 
loins girded to make her petticoats the shorter, we set off 
for the cocoa-nuf grove, distant about a mile and a quar- 
ter. On our arrival,, we were glad to see the melon and 
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paiDpkia seeds we had planted a fortQight ago, well above 
ground ; but there was yet nothing appearing from the 
yams or coccos. I found little or no weedy herbage, to 
clear away from around the plants ; but what there was I 
removed with the spade, which, however, I thought might 
be more conveniently done by a hoe. That finished, I 
deposited the spade under a shelvy'rock, that stood about 
twelve or fourteen feet high, to the eastward of the grove. 
"Now, my love," said I, "we will try what we can do 
with the gaskets." She owned afterwards she was afraid 
1 should fall in attempting to climb the tree, but she waited 
patiently to see whether there was any real danger, before 
she expresse^d herself by more than a look of solicitude. 
In perfect silence she watched me take one of the gaskets, 
and pass one bite through the other round the tree, so that 
the depending bite made a stirrup at about three feet from 
the ground; into which I put one foot, and stood steadily, 
having one arm round the trunk of the tree above ; and 
then placed the other gasket in the sam6 way, a little high- 
er, into the stirrup of which I set the other foot ; then loos, 
ing the lower gasket, moved it above, making a third step 
upwards ; then again loosing the other, and placing it up- 
permost ; and so on. I ascended easily, and without dan. 
ger, to the great thankfulness and rapture of my dear Eli- 
za. Having gained the top, I took my hatchet from my 
belt, Qnd, desiring my wife to keep out of the way, I lop. 
ped off the foot-stalks of the cocoa-nuts with little difficul- 
ty, and in a few minutes detached twenty -\hree of them^ 
This being done, I quickly descended, and felt quite dispo. 
sed to exalt myself on my prowess ; but my too partial 
wife left me no occasion to do so ; she now, as ever, said 
all that self-love could most earnestly desire. We now 
threw the cocoa-nuts towards the rocky ledge, (our accus- 
tomed spot of refreshment here,) where we sat down, 
and I proceeded to cleave off the husks with my hatchet. 
The first I detached, I opened, and gave her the milk to 
drink, which she pronounced delicious : I regaled myself 
with the second ; but we did not eat the sofl pulp, although 
it was highly inviting ; for, recollecting we had taken a 
fish dinner, we were afraid of disordering our stomachs. 
While I was clearing the husks from the other nuts, she 
engaged herself in sowing the pepper seeds in various lit- 
tle patches of good soil found amongst the rocky fragments 
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of the ledge, and I saw with pleasure that the spots were 
well cbosen. Having detached twenty-one young cocda- 
nutSj'besides the two we had used, I put them in my sack, 
with four old ones that had fallen from the trees, still in 
tHeir husks, and which were beginning to germinate ; then, 
throwing my sack on my shoulder, we turned homeward, 
full of satisfaction with the success of our expedition. 

The sun had set before we left the cocoa-nut grove, and 
the stars were out by the time we arrived at the plank 
house, where our simple supper was set on the table. We 
lingered over it, enjoying the tranquil hour, as we had 
nothing fo dread, and well knew our way on board ; and, 
as not a breath of wind was stirring at the time, I lighted 
a candle, to enable my dear wife to read a small pbrtion 
of Scripture, which she desired to do. This pious exer- 
cise, however was soon interrupted by a swarm of sand- 
flies, which tormented us to such a degree by their bites, 
that we were forced to decamp, and retire to our ship ; 
which we gained without any accident, and found in our 
cabin a night of happy and uninterupted repose. 

Wednesday, 30th. — We paid our compliments early this 
morning to the two young strangers, and their mother : we 
met her bleating at the mouth of the cavern, appearing 
rather distressed ; for the kids could not follow her down 
the rocky step, which formed a natural threshold. Not- 
withstanding the noise she made, the wild pigeons, un- 
scared, were pecking away, along with the fowls, at the 
corn scattered on the floor of the cave ; neither did any 
of the party move a wing at our approach, and we were 
not disposed to disturb them. It was rather a mystery to 
us that they were sometimes to be seen, and sometimes 
not ; We therefore sup];K>sed they only took up their night's 
lodging in this spacious cavern ; but whether they built 
their nests there, or in the woods, we could not yet deter, 
mine. I guided the kids down to their mother, and she 
immediately led them amongst the thicket. My dear wife 
stopped me here to look at her collection of eggs. She 
had completed the deposit above, to twelve ; besides two 
more, freshly laid ones, in another corner ; and there were 
eight in the nest below, which we were glad to see, as it 
proved that at least more of the pullets had begun paying 
us this welcome tribute. Trifling>as these things would be 
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at oar English home, in our solitude they were ohjects of 
the first importance. 

I now proposed our losing no more time, wishing to pro* 
ceed immediately to our plantation business at the silk cot- 
ton tree. All my requisites were bagged, and at hand for 
cpnveyance ; and she had only to take up her basket with 
refreshments, and a small bundle of her reedy canes, to 
try her skill in constructing another like it. The sea look- 
ed so placid, and the air was so sweetly fresh, I expressed 
a wish that she would venture along shore in the punt. 
She consented with alacrity ; and first stowing our separate 
burdens safely in its bottom, I then seated her securely ; 
and our little dog without any hesitation, leaped in after 
his mistress.' The water was perfectly smooth, and the 
punt rowed lightly on its surface. From the point, to the 
sandy beach bdlow the silk cotton tree, the distance was 
about the same by water as by land, taking into the account 
the rounding of. the rocky point just afler starting ; and I 
suppose we got to the cotton tree beach, in about the same * 
time we should have done had we walked. Fidele was first 
00 shore. I then handed out my wife ; and, having put out 
our things, I drew the punt a little further along, to-where the 
beach becomes rather elevated and rocky ; and so it extends 
to the south-west, for nearly a quarter of a mile ; which con. 
stitutes the range of cUflf that, toward the sea, is the bor- 
der of the open space to the southward of the silk cotton 
tree ;^r-the situation ^here we hoped at some future time 
to fix our residence. 'We did not go up to the great tree, 
but made our head quarters under a shelving rock on the 
beach, now in shade ; and while I went to work in the dell, 
my wife commenced her basket. I laboured for about a 
couple of hours. Having first marked out points, at about 
a yard distant from each other, by placing a stone on each, 
where I dug deep and well round, in the diameter of about 
a foot ; in each of these places I deposited two grains of 
Indian corn, until I had planted twenty-four points. I then 
walked down to the beach, and found my dear wife rather 
perplexed in shaping her basket; but I encouraged her, 
as she had oflen done me on former occasions ;. and with 
smiling faces we sat down to a breakftist of biscuit and the 
milk of cocoa-nuts. That over, our next task was to sow 
some shaddock seeds, for which we chose the ground abov« 
the silk cotton tree, and not far from the spot where W9 
Voi. I 10 
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had put in the orange pip&s to form a future grove. We i 
thus busily employed, when Fidele ran barking into 
brushwood behind us, (above which towers the promoc 
that separates this place from the woodland region,) anc 
few minutes he kiH^d an iguana. We could not sec 
feat ; ^but as he ceased to bark, and yet remained in 
bushes, I concluded he had slain his game ; ai\d then 
endeavoured to make my way to him, but the thicket 
80 dense 1 could not. So I took my hatchet from 
belt, and began to clear away the obstructing branc 
His mfstress, meanwhile, called him, and he came 
but he immediately ran back again, and kept watch wi 
imtil 1 had reached the place where the iguana lay. T 
I found my gentleman standing crowingly, and wag 
his tail. The prize was welcome ; but it led to a disco 
much more so.: a small spring streamed, as from a e 
down the rock, out of a little cavity in its side, about 
feet beyond where I stood, and near to the foot of a 
cabbage palm. I cut a passage to it through the ui 
wood ; and my dear wife, malgre her petticoats, gl 
worked her way to the spot : by my assistance she g< 
to the little basin in the rock, over the edge of whict 
water ran in a clear slender rill. We tasted it, and f 
t sweet, cool, and pleasant ; and we rejoiced at the d 
very, for w«i had now a fountain at each of our plac 
most sojourn. 

Much time had been thus unexpectedly consumed ; 
the day having become too hot for labour, I picked u] 
iguana, and leaving my spade between the spurs oi 
great tree, we returned to the beach. Although the 
breeze had set in with much force, yet the sea itself h 
there under the lee of the land, the water was perf 
smooth : so that we journeyed back in the punt as 
fortably as we came. On landing, my dear helpmate v 
assist me to moor our boat ; after which, we walked t> 
old friendly fountain, where the mullet lay, and brc 
av/ay a couple ; which we carried with the iguana to 
plank residence. We thought it a pity to dress so i 
for our dinner ; but we did not like to waste the fish, ^ 
wa3 barely tolerably fresh ; and as no animal subst 
will keep well twenty-four hours is this climate, it ap] 
ed to be convpulsory on us to make a grand feast to d 

The iguana was stewed in our usual way^ and the 
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let roasted : we eat them, with yams for our vegetable, and 
wished for more mouths to partake of this rich bounty to us ! 
We gave a sigh to our poor shipmates, who, if alive, might 
at this moment be dying of hunger. The fish was yet 
eatable, from the cool situation in which it had been depo* 
sited ; but as the rest in our little depot would not be fit 
to-morrow, I determined to bury the remainder as a ma- 
nure, and to that end I dug four holes at different distances, 
half way between our palace and the lake, into which I 
threw the remaining mullet, with a little sand over them ; 
and there I planted the four germinating cocoa nuts we 
had brought the evening before from the grove. I de- 
fended the spots from our browsing companions, by circles 
of split shingles. 

All this accomplished, I sat down to assist my dear wife 
in her first essay at the basket ; and, as we had agreed to be 
content with a rude fabric, there was no great disappoint- 
ment in finding that even our united efforts made but a bad 
job of it. I now began^ to think a good basket-maker no 
despicable personage in society. However, the old basket 
was yet serviceable, and, besides, would be carefully pre- 
served as a model to work by. We regaled ourselves this 
evening with a melon instead of tea, and ei^joyed ourselves 
till sunset, talking over the occurrences of the day ; among 
which our aquatic expedition gave occasion to specula- 
tion of more extended voyages ; and the discovery of the 
little spring near the ,silk cotton tree, led us to build our 
airy castle with great magnificence, on the rising ground 
beyond it ; and, as the punt could convey the materials, 
the probability of realizing our vision, became somewhat 
more apparent ; but the execution was necessarily put off 
sine die, as it is expressed ; that is, without fixing a time ; 
or perhaps, as it sometimes honestly means, to the end of 
time. Which of these occult imports were in the mean- 
ing of destiny to us, time only can develope. We now 
finished the day by seeing our live stock safe in their re- 
treat ; and, not choosing again to encounter the sand-flies, 
we fastened our door, and bent our course to the vessel, 
and to rest. 

Thursday, 31st. — Every day seemed to bring its work ; 
and when thai is not too laborious, employment is the hap. 
piest condition of man. It is told of a religious recluse, 
who in the early ages of Christianity betook bimielf to a 
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cave in Upper Egypt, which, in the times of the Pha- 
raohs, had been a depository for mummies, that he prayed 
there, morning, noon, and night ; eating only the date^ 
which ^ome neighbouring trees afforded, and drinking of th^ 
water of the Nile. At length the hermit became weary 
of life, and then he prayed still more earnestly. Afler 
this duty, one day he fell asleep, and the vision of an an- 
gel appeared to him in a dream, commanding him to arise, 
and cut down a neighbouring palm tree, and make a rope 
of its fibres, and, after it was done, the angel would ap- 
pear to him again. The hermit awoke, and instantly ap- 
plied himself to obey the vision. He travelled about from 
place to place many days before he could procure an axe, 
and during this journey h/e felt happier than he had been 
for many years. His prayers were now short and ^^w^ 
but what they wanted in length and number, they outmea- 
sured in fervency. Having returned with the axe, he cut 
down the tree ; and, with much labour and assiduity during 
.several days, prepared the fibres to make the rope ; and, 
aAer a continuance of daily occupation for some weeks, 
completed the command. The angel that night appeared 
to him as promised. '^ Dominico,'' said the celestial 
visitor, " you are now no longer weary of life, but happy. 
Know then, that man was made for labour ; and prayer 
also is his duty : the one as well as the other is essential 
to his well-being. Arise in the morning, take the cord, 
and with it gird up thy loins, and go forth into the world ; 
and let it be a memorial to thee, of what God expects from 
man, if he would be blessed with happiness on earth. '^ We » 
arose as usual with the day, and made an early voyage in the 
punt to the beach below the great tree ; and there I dug the 
ground, and put in twenty.five double plantings of Indian 
corn, contiguous to the former. After I had finished my 
work, we scrambled into the brushwood, where I cut se- 
veral lengths of a sort of withy or bamboo, to assist us in 
making our baskets ; the reedy canes thrown on the beach 
by the storm, having proved rather brittle when too much 
bent. This little extra task finished, we returned by water. 
When arrived at our palace^ we were glad to rest ourselves 
on our couch of plank, which to us was sofler than down, 
for we were tired. 

After reposing an hour, my dear Eliza spread opr table 
irith the residue of the-iguana, which she warmed, adding 
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a kw coccos roasted. Meanwhile I employed myself in 
reconnoitering our stock ; which I brought all round. the 
door, with the assistance of our little dog. During our 
dinner we gave them food also, for it was my kind-hearted 
wife's wish to accustom them to expect something at our 
hands at our usual meal times ; and it was quite cheering to 
us, to see them happy around us : and the two innocent little 
kids particularly interested her. In'the midst of our enjoy- 
ment she discovered that one duck was missing ; and I pro- 
posed an imtAediate search ; but the wise woman thought it 
probable the truant might have made a nest somewhere, 
and if so, it were better not to disturb her ladyship, by hunt- 
ing about afler her ; therefore I let the itiatter rest. -Having 
finished dinner, my industrious Eliza, with the old basket 
for a pattern, made the frame-work of a new one ; and I, 
never so happy as when employed near her, began to plan 
a fish-pot, to be made with some of the cane reeds and 
bamboos. It was to be constructed like two wire mouse- 
traps, with their broad nether extremity joined, but with- 
out any division between them. A wicker door was to be 
in the middle, to pnt in the bait, and to hand out the cap-' 
tive fish ; the trap-holes at the smaller extremities being 
made large enough for a good sized fish to enter ; and the 
whole machine was to be about three feet and a half long. 
We wrought emulously on until sunset; and, as we worked, 
we talked over our discomfiture in attempting to gain the 
summit of the promontory, and finally resolved to dare it 
again to-morrow, (Commencing at the very dawn of day. 
Our work being now put aside, we packed the basket ready 
for to-morrow's expedition, and then retired on board for 
the night. 

Friday, 1st February. — Our meditated enterprise was 
the awakening dream of the morning. Before the day 
broke, we were planning our ascent over all difficulties ; 
and perhaps our having failed in the preceding attenipt 
added a circumspection to our present zeal, without which 
nothing of importance can be accomplished; We arose 
with the gray of' the morning. My wife accommodated 
her dress to the occasion : the former esssjr having taught 
her that petticoats were incompatible with such achiev- 
ments, she dressed herself a la Turque ; that is, adding to 
her .canvass boots a pair of trowsers, and a dimity bed- 
gown, that came half way to her knees ; girding her waist 
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Ivith a sashy composed of two or three yards of red buntio, ' 
of the narrow breadth of which the ensigns of ships are 
made. With this well-contrived raiment, and a small tur« 
ban of muslin ^nd red buntin on her head, to save it from 
the sun,^r-thus attired, with her pike in her hand, and her 
little dog at her foot, we landed, and walked up from the 
vessel. 

. I brought a musket on shore, with half a dozen rounds 
of ball cartridge ; and, calling at the plank house, took 
with us the spy.glass, an axe, and a bill-hook, some seeds, 
and the basket which we had packed last night with re- 
freshments. I also swung my canteen over my neck, 
which we filled at our spring, and then embarked in the 
punt just at sunrise. Afler rounding the rocky point, I 
rowed along shore ; and, passing our place of landing be* 
low the silk cotton tree, kept on, under the cUfis, for 
about a quarter of a mile; the beach, then unobstructed 
by rocks, re-appeared, which continued for about another 
quarter of a mile, running out into high rocks. Just where 
the fine beach terminated, we concluded to. go on shore, 
and attempt the ascent, a break appearing in the side of 
the mduntain. We here drew up the bow of the punt» 
and secured it by the paynter to a tree, and landed our 
things, removing our basket to a shady place further from 
the beach, on our way through the trees to the foot of the 
acclivity. We then set forward, harnessed, as I have be- 
fore described, in my own necessary accoutrements, not ' 
forgetting my bill-hook in my belt. I gave the axe to my 
wife to place in her sash, having her pike for her staff, 
and Fidele her constant follower. We began the ascent. 
To make so much parade abbut surmounting a hill not six 
hundred feet high, may appear ridiculous ; but there were 
some real obstacles to remove, and many imaginary diffi- 
culties and^erils to encounter. We were in the dark as 
to our way, and the dark always magnifies danger. 

We found paroquets numerous in the trees, feeding oa 
the yellow fruit of a species of palm. I would not kill any 
of them : we had not taken life from any creature unne- 
cessarily, since we set foot in the island, neither had a 
shot been fired, to awaken alarm in any of the feathered 
tribe. We pursued a tolerable path for a short time with 
little interruption through the wood, which brought us to a 
very steep acplivity, overgrown with dwarf palms : we 
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were encouraged to cut our way up this height, as the hill 
above it seemed to split, showing a rocky face on the north. 
My wife sat down under a tree near the commencement 
of the ascent, where I deposited the musket, and went to 
work with the bill-hook, clearing a narrow passage through 
the dwarf palms ; among which there was here and there 
an aloe, with its extended leaves pointed with a stroifg 
thorny spike. It cost me two hours' hard labour to cleave 
my way, and cast the cuttings aside, through a space not 
exceeding thirty yards. My kind Eliza often showed her 
sympathy in my exertions by calling out, "My dear Ed- 
ward, I wish' I could help you." At length she started up, 
saying, "1 shall be with you again presently ;" and, after 
a while, returned with the basket of our provisions, which 
had been deposited between our present station and the 
beach. I was rtot insensible to this act of consideration ; 
and, thanking her as I ought, desisted from, my work, and 
joined her under the tree, where she was spreading out 
our cold collation. We eat heartily, and with thank- 
fulness ; and, being satisfied, replaced what was lefl in 
our basket, to await our return : then proceeding in Indian 
file, that is, one after the other, to ascend the steep, we 
clambered to the summit : from hence I had to cut a path 
through its thickly-wooded brow, rather downwards and 
slanting, into the ravine'; the bottom of which was cover- 
ed with fragments of rock, fallen from the precipice above. 
At about eleven o'clock we got fairly into the ravine, with 
high cliffs to our left, and a steep hill, covered with dwarf 
palms, to the right. We had now only to take care not to 
fall nor stumble among the stones and fragments of rocks, 
that were scattered every where. We were proceeding 
slowly and. cautiously, when Fidele ran aside, and began 
to bark : I anticipated an iguana, and stood still, expect, 
ing to see him turn it out and kill it. A living beast, but / 
not an iguana, certainly came forth from between the bro- 
ken masses, which the dog endeavoured to seize, but 
could not ; he, however, soon turned the creature over, 
for it was not much larger than the iguana. I would not 
fire at it, although we did not know what it was. It made 
a noise when the dog approached it, something between a 
gnint and a squeak : I thought it time, however, to suc- 
coar our little friend, who had commenced a second attack 
oa the animal ; so I scrambled up to the scene of contest 
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with mybill.hook, and found the poor nondescript rolled 
up like a hedgehog, but having the appearance of a tor- 
toise. I could not strike a creature in such a passive atti. 
tude ; and, waiting until tny dear wife could make her 
way to us, I asked her what I should do with it. ** Don't 
hurt it, Edward/' she exclaimed ; ** it is a poor harmless 
armadillo : I have seen its picture in a book," We then 
agreed to tie it up in a handkerchief, and take it home. I 
accordingly made it safe, but found it very troublesome to 
carry, it being about twelve pounds' .weight ; I therefore 
hung the handkerchief on the branch of a tree, that I snub- 
bed off for the purpose, meaning to stop for it as we came, 
back. Wc then pursued our scrambling way up the ravine. 

After ascending through this cleft for about a quarter of 
a mile, we came out on a smooth barren surface, a consi- 
derable height being on both sides of us, and before us; 
and'in half an hour more, by a turn to the left, we gained 
the highest summit of the promontory, to our great joy. 
My dear Eliza placed her arm in mine, while we stood and 
looked around with wonder. A thousand questions, that 
had perplexed us for so many weeks, were here answered 
at once. We saw the sea separating two islands, and this 
arm of separation we had taken for a lake ; but we ob- 
served that this expanse of water was land-locked on every 
side, so that it was, in effect, a lake as to smoothness and 
harbour security,. We saw the extended reef to the east- 
ward, terminating with rocks on either end, with small 
islands to the northward of the place where our vessel had 
struck; and we discovered the promontory on which we 
stood to' be a peninsula. 

The sun was in the meridian, and we had no shade 
here ; but the sea-breeze blew around us with healing on 
its wings, and we did not complain of the heat. I now took 
the spy glass, and looked around in eyery direction,^— on 
beach, and rock, and sea, — for any sign of our shipmates 
or the boat ; but nothing was to be seen. I then endea- 
voured to discover any huts, or other sign of natives, or 
any wild animals ; and, last of all, s\irept the horizon, to 
look for other land, or perchance espy some passing ves- 
sel in the distance ; but 1 could discern nothing. We 
noYfy having cooled a little, sat down ; and, afler resting 
our limbs a few minutes, took each a reviving mouthful or 
two of water jfrom the canteen : we then irose, and pro-* 
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ceeded along the smooth crest of the prormontory "toward 
its northern extremity, but kept as close as we could, in our 
walk, to its eastern side. As we advanced \vc saw break- 
ers below us, and as far as the eye could see ; also a great 
black rock, as if part of the promontory, to the northward 
and eastward of us. It was the same rock, a part of 
nrhich we had observed from the cabin windows of the 
brig as she lay in the creek. Further on, we remarked a 
<.lear channel between those breakers and great rock, and 
the promontory. After going perseveringly forward, even 
in the heat of the sun, for nearly two miles, we arrived at 
the northern extremity, and there had the satisfaction of 
looking down on our vessel, which we found immediately 
below U31 it appeared like a boat ; and our wooden palace, 
on the sandy ridge, like a band. box. 

To return by the way we came would be a serious la* 
bour for my Eliza, after the fatigue she already had un. 
dergone : I therefore proposed to cut a path for her down 
to the light hole of the cave ; from which there already 
"Was a way sufficiently opened to descend. We debated 
the subject as we edged down toward it; but she was 
averse to the proposal ; she could not bear the idea of 
leaving the armadillo suspended in the handkerchief till 
to-morrow, or the alternative of my going alone to release 
it. "The truth is," said she, *' we had no right to make 
a prisoner of the poor thing for our amusement ; and we 
are justly served, to be placed in this dilemma, by having 
done so." She certainly appeared a little vexed at the 
matter. We therefore determined to rest a little, and then 
return to our prisoner. So sitting down under a dwarf 
palm that stood near us, and soon after stretching ourselves 
on a rocky ledge below its shade, in a short time we all 
fell asleep ; she with her head and arm on my lap, apd her 
little dog by her side. 

It appeared by the position of the sun when we awoke, 
that we had slept at least two hours : we then arose, and 
taking some water from the canteen, to apply to our faces 
and hands, we felt refreshed, and resumed our journey by 
the crest of the hill ; keeping now on the western side of 
the ridge. After proceeding about half way in this our 
backward pilgrimage, we could see the silk cotton tree be- 
low us, and some part of the open ground contiguous to it ; 
the locality of which made it an object of peculiar interest. 

Vol.. L— 11 
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About an hour before sunset we began to descend the ra- 
vine ; stopping now and then to put in some seeds of the 
shaddock, the orange, and the hme, in such places as ap- 
peared most promising. We found tlie poor captive as we 
lefl him, perfectly quiet in his hammock ; but he must have 
made an effort to escape, for we found a hole in the hand- 
kerchief; and probably it was the swinging movement he 
occasioned by the attempt, that most likely frightened him 
into resignation to his fate. I took the handkerchief down ; 
and my dear wife thought I had best let him go ; but I said, 
we could feed him, and use him well ; and if he would not 
pet, we could at any time give him his liberty. " At any 
rate," I ad<]ed, '< I should like to see his head, and tail, and 
feet, which, hitherto, he Fas kept close within his coat of 
mail." It well might be called so, for his body appeared 
scale over scale-.; not like the continuous covering of the 
tortoise. I therefore bore him along with us ; and heartily 
glad we were to arrive at the foot of the tree, where our 
basket was deposited. The sun was sinking low in the 
horizon, and we sat down eagerly to devour the fragments 
6f our morning repast. Poor Fidele was not the least bun- 
gry of the party, eating his share greedily ; after which, 
his kind mistress poured water into my hand for him to 
dripk. There were no fragments to gather, «o we put the 
armadillo, tied up as he was, into the basket; and made a 
rapid march through the trees to the punt. 

This little boat was now a great accommodation to our 
weary limbs ; ^nd I rowed it along shore with great de- 
light, seeing my dear wife so comfortably seated, while I 
thus made a finish of our fatiguing expedition. We re- 
landed a little after sunset, and literally dragged ourselves 
up to the plank house ; where, being so very tired, we in. 
dulged ourselves with a glass of wine ; after which, I cut 
a piece of melon; and put it on the floor, hoping the arma* 
dillo might eat some of it next morning : we then untied 
the handkerchief, and laid him down beside his intended 
breakfast. The sand flies began to bite ; so, hastily fas- 
tening the door, we made our escape to our marine dormi^ 
tory ; where, without rocking, we slept soundly. 

Saturday, 2d. — ^In the morning we found ourselves very 
stiff from the efforts of the preceding day ; and had re- 
course to a copious ablution of sea- water upon the deck, 
immediately after getting up ; which was succeeded, as oq 
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former occasions, by a perfect renovation. * My wife had 
experienced so much utility in her change of costume, that 
with my permission she would henceforth dispense with the 
petticoats, and dress a la Turque :! was quite agreeable ; 
the new dress was sufficiently modest, and more appropri- 
ate to her pres^tit situation ; and in truth it was very be- 
coming, being not a little graceful. We were early at the 
plank house, excited by curiosity to see the armadillo ; we 
peeped through the lattices of the eastern window, and 
found him parading abouf, at a slow pace : his head ap- 
peared small, his tail scaly,, and by no means short, and his 
fore feet were armed with Ions strong claws : we could 
perceive /that he had eaten a great portion of the piece of 
melon ; and this pleased us both. " Now, my love," I 
said, '' you go and take a look at our: stock ; and I will 
palisado in a castle for Signer Armadillo, at the west end 
here of our own palace ; I have plenty of shingles at hand, 
which I shall drive into the sand, and do the thing pre- 
sently." I executed my project with about forty ; first 
giving them a pointed shape at the nether end ; then struck 
them severally into the sand with the hammer head of my 
hatchet ; making an areaof twelv&feet by six ; and placing 
them with an interval of about three inches : when they 
were driven in, they were not more than a foot high ; but 
the armadillo was no jumper, and so the rampart was high 
enough. 

I completed my erection in a 'couple of hours ; before 
which time, my wife was at my elbow, followed by goats 
and kids, and the gallant cock, with only one of his hens* 
The ducks would not be tempted to-day from the brook ; 
but my helpmate had pleasing intelligence to bring me : ^ 
two of the hens were setting ; one in the hatch, the other 
on the original nest among the fragments of rock near the 
cave. I thanked her for the good news ; and my little 
stoccado being finished, I opened the door of the plank 
house, when the poor armadillo being alarmed, made the 
best of his way out of our sight under the friendly. settee* 
I took him out, however, by the back, and, carrying him 
forth, laid him down within his castle. I there placed the 
bit of melon he had left, beside him; though he was then 
rolled up in his case again — head, feet, and tail being invi- 
sible. We left him in this situation ; but Eliza took her 
station on the plank seat, to watch his movements through 
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the lattice-work of the western window. In a few minates^ 
she called to me to come to her. He had unfolded him- 
self, and was trying to get >out between the shingles ; but 
finding that impracticable, he fell to digging the sand, and 
in less than a minute had buried himself beneath it. We 
looked awhile for his reappearance, but as he did not 
choose to come out again, we gave him up for the day, 
and sat down to a tea breakfast, which to us was always a 
luxury. • ' 

After this, as to-morrow would be the Sabbath, and a» 
we had some arrangements to make, to prevent our break- 
ing in upon its sanctity by domestic employments, we re- 
turned on board together, to collect and set in order what 
we might want for the next day's provision.. My wife had 
heard me describe a pumpkin pie, as. being little inferior 
to an apple-pie, when the juice of limes was squeezed into 
it. She asked me if she might venture to try her skill at 
one : I smiled my assent ; and we took on shore with us 
(where our cooking preparations could be managed best) a 
brown baking-dish, some flour, Cork butter, and her other 
ingredients. She set nimbly to work on our settee, by 
way of a dresser, white I turned my care to build up a 
good oven of hot embers in the proper place, for baking. 
She suddenly called out to me, she had forgot to seek 
in our Bristol store.chest for some cloves, to complete 
the necessary seasoning :^ <' You can easily get at it, Ed- 
ward," said she, " for I remember it was put in the steer, 
age passage ; and it is full of all manner of spices, and 
such like things." — " Yes, love," I replied, " I perfectly 
recollect where it was put, and will bring you some of its 
contents in a few minutes." Accordingly I hurried away, 
and found it as mentioned. She thanked me, when I pjut 
the cloves into her hand. " Edward," said she, " when 
these things were given to us by your kind aunt at Bristol, 
little did she imagine for what necessities she -was provi- 
ding ! How gracious has the Almighty been to us to pre- 
pare us such a table in the wilderness !" I replied to her 
with the same feeling of wondering gratitude : and she 
added " My dear Edward, if we are to spend our lives on 
this island, and if it be God's will, I shall be content to do 
so ; and perhaps I never could be happier than I am ! And 
if we remain so long as to make a nice dwelling for our- 
selves at the silk-cotton-tree plantation, I know there are 
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plenty of crockery wares, and every other necessary for 
household comfort, in the vessel, if they have escaped de- 
struction from the storm." — " That is true, dear Eliza," 
I replied ; ^'and I hope some day to indeed put that plan 
in execution." 

When she had finished.making the pie, I placed a spare 
brown dish upside down, over it, having made a bed for 
them, thus placed together, in the embers, and then drew 
more embers over the whole. She was highly pleased 
with ray contrivance, and, while the oven part was going 
on, set our palace to Hgbts again. After our frugal dinner 
(for our pie was fofto'-morrow,) I proposed trying my fish- 
pot, which I had just finished. Eliza rose with alacrity, 
and Fidele wagged his tail and barked, as if he snuffed/ 
some new sport in the wind. I then proc/eeded to fit up 
my fish-pot : a flat stone was selected, which I fastened 
by a small rope to the bottom, to sink it ; and another 
piece of good rope, about three fathoms long, was made 
fast to the rope fastening of the stone ; the other end of 
it was passed through the body of the fish-pot, to come out 
above, right in the centre ; so that as it. was raised by the 
rope, it hung evenly on either side of the aperture : whence 
the rope issued, was a wide batch for the fisher's hand. 
To this, on the. present occasion, I suspended a bit of fat 
pork on a slip of twine, to hang loosely in the centre, di- 
rectly opposite to the two holes at the machine's extremities, 
(which, as I before stated, were hollow cones, with the nar- 
row ends toward each other,) so that the fish might be 
tempted in toward the bait, but when in, could not get out. 
I took a shingle for a buoy, to float the end of the rope ; 
and all being ready, we proceeded to the, punt, anH pushed 
out a little beyond the extremity of the rocky point. 1. 
let down the fish-pot, in nearly three fathoms water, and 
took the precaution to bring a bucket to keep the fish alive, 
should we take any. 

It was not yet near sunset ; so, on relanding, we strolled 
about visiting our melons, and the pumpkins, which we had 
planted between the rivulet and the southern part of the 
base of the rocky point : those that were sown earliest had 
spread their shoots to a great distance ; some of them hav- 
ing run upwards of twenty feet from the stem; and these 
were all in flower — fine large golden blossoms : while 
those planted ten or twelve days after them were nearly 
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as luxuriant, but not yet in flower. The pine-apple top 
looked well and seemed to grow a little. It was no small 
pleasure to us to see'this Sne promise before us, and to 
perceive that none of them had been touched by the goats. 
The ducks were here, waddling alongside the water ; but 
we could count only eight ; two were then missing. The 
goats were browsing on the t>pposite bank, near the spring 
head, and the kids playing about like kittens. We threw 
them a little corn f and at the same time took some which 
had been bruised, to the sitting hens in their roost. 

As soon as the stars appeared, I took my tar-rope torch 
to the beach, to be a bait for the mullet, in case my fish- 
pot should fail. I rowed out, and took up the pot, but to 
my disappointment there was nothing in it. However, I 
found a large horse-shoe crab, with great spikes all over 
him, sticking fast to the outside. Without touching him, 
I let down my trap again into the sea. The mullet had 
been jumping before the sun went down ; and as soon as I 
lighted the torch, which my dear wife held in her hand, 
they began to leap at the boat. We did not want a cargo ; 
therefore I soon began to put for the shore; but ere I 
reached it, five fine fish had made themselves our prison- 
ers ; and having filled. the bucket with salt water, as they 
fell into the boat, I popped them into it. I^iis was a bright 
thought. I placed a couple of shingles over the bucket, 
to prevent their getting out^r and, having drawn the punt 
to the shore, returned, well pleased with our success, to 
the plank house. 

After adjusting ourselves a little, we , lighted a candle, 
and sat down to enjoy some fruit; for we had now a two- 
fold reason, for not sparing the melons: most of them in 
our store were on the spoil, and the seeds we had sown 
gave us an early earnest of plenty. D^uring the day we 
had seen nothing of the armadillo, for he had continued 
under the sand ; but we now threw a piece of melon into 
his inclosure, which we thought might, in the morning, tell 
us something about him. In the midst of this, the sand- 
flies became very troublesome ; which vexed us not a little, 
at the prospect of being thus constantly annoyed by their 
nightly visits. I first proposed making a smoky fire ; but 
we feared the combustibility -of our mansion : I then 
thought, if my wife had no objection, of trying to smoke a 
cigar the next time we encountered them, although I 
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owned I was no adept at such an operation. She said that, 
so far froi^ objecting, she had liked the smell of the cigars 
in Jamaica; and she now supposed the people had. used 
them at first to keep off the moschetos and sand-flies 
there ; therefore she would be very glad of my resource, 
if it would not make me sick. This dialogue being ended, 
while the little wretches seemed to be taking vengeance 
on us beforehand, for plotting their discomfiture, we has. 
tily put out the candle, and, fastening the door, made our 
way to our vessel, and to bed. 

Sunday, 3d. — We dressed ourselves in clean clothes, 
with more than an every-day neatness, and so prepared 
for the quiet enjoyment of the day,, laying aside all woijd. 
ly care ; for even in this solitude we were beset by it ; and 
as we walked the deck in the cool of the morning, our 
hearts expanded with the contemplation of (he glorious 
scene before us, and with a deep recollection of all the 
mercies of that God who had dedicated this day to his. 
peculiar service. We landed to our breakfast, and took 
the earliest opportunity to reconnoitre the armadillo: he 
had eaten part of the melon we had left, but was again 
burrowed out of sight. " 

After our repast (during which all our colony were re- 
joicing in the shade Inear us,) I read the morning service. 
But it was not reading only ; our hearts were in every 
sentence and word, After this our divine duty, we strolled 
forth under the rocks, and' visited our preserve offish, 
which were moving about, lively, in the bucket. We then 
proceeded forward, arm in arm, along the base of the 
point, which was here peculiarly pleasant, from the green 
herbage below, and the delightful shadow of the cliff; and 
in about fifty yards onwards, just where the reedy grass 
begins to thicken, Fidele stopped, and poked his nose in 
among some high tufts of the same, mingled with frag- 
ments of rock. We observed him attentively ; but» ashtt^ 
did not bark, we did not know what to make of it. Soon 
we heard a hissing noise, which 1 instantly concluded to 
come from a snake, and in an instant caught the dear little 
dog Up in my arms ; then peeping into the brake myself, 
to see for the reptile, had the agreeable surprise of per- 
ceiving one of the lost ducks, sitting. My dear Eliza was 
quite pleased with the discovery : it was important in itself; 
and it honoured her sagacious surmise on the subject. 
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when the first duck was missing. " Every thing goes 
well with us, dear Edward," she said ; thanks to kind Pro- 
vidence !" We now proceeded a little further, to our 
melon and pumpkin plantation, where their golden flowers 
and large green leaves already spread a gorgeous carpet 
over the surface of the ground. We followed the rivulet 
that ran behind this luxuriant little plot, toward the lake, 
and found some of our ducks busily feeding amongst the 
reeds on its sides, which at some places were growing tall 
and strong. This gave me an idea they might be of the 
species whose roots are esculent ; and I proposed to my 
wife trying them ourselves. " Most probably you are 
right in your supposition, dear Edward," she replied ; but 
we have abundance ; and perhaps it would be most pru- 
dent, if you please, not to make any doubtful experiments 
in eating things, of the salubrity of which we can have 
no certainty." I applauded her caution, and agreed with 
^ her entirely on the principle. 

We returned to our palace, and thankfully dined on our 
cold pumpkin pie, which, sprinkled with a little sugar a'nd 
lime juice, turned out to be excellent; and that excellence 
was not a little enhanced to me by its being the handy work 
of my beloved helpmate. The afternoon was passed in con- 
versing on subjects of eternal import, and in reading from 
the New Testament : we then proposed a walk to the co- 
coa-nut grove ; and returned, more refreshed than fatigued, 
to our ship; where we finished the day by prayer, and 
praises to our almighty Protector. 

Monday, 4th. — We awoke long before daylight, and 
talked over the business of the ensuing day. I pointed 
out the necessity of speedily putting into the ground what- 
ever more we intended to plant, as the moistening effects 
of the late rains were qnickly disappearing under th& daily 
increasing heat of the weather. Thus impressed, we' arose 
with the dawn, and had arrived at the plank house before 
the goats and poultry came out from the thicket. I car- 
ried Fidele in my arms, that, by cautiously advancing, we 
might possibly get a sight of the armadillo : he was visible : 
but as soon as he perceived us, he burrowed, and was gone. 
We then proceeded to business. 1 put some more corn 
in our bag, and screwed off the tops of four pine-apples 
for planting. My dear wife, too, filled her basket with 
mafay requbites ; and, followed by our dog, we marched 
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toward the punt, with all our proper accoutrements besides. 
We found the fish still all alive in the bucket ; and giving 
them a fresh supply of sea-water, I moved it out of the 
punt, to a recess in the rocks, and then pushed out to the 
point. On the way, I raised the fish-pot, in which there 
was a fine grouper (a fish much esteemed in Jamaica :) 
as it could not escape, I let the pot down again into the 
water, and rowed tSff for our destination. 

We landed our implements on this side of the rocks 
which occupy the middle part of the plantation beach : here 
Eliza took up a position to go on with her wicker work, the 
materials for which we had brought with us. I set to, to 
put in Indian corn ; which I was anxious to sow^ (although 
we had a large supply on board,) that we might have the 
young cobs to roast when our plantains should be exhausted. 
On walking up to the ground to commence my labour, I 
gladly saw the melons and pumpkins beyond me flourish- 
ing luxuriantly ; but what gave me most pleasure was our 
sugar-canes, which had not been planted much more than 
a fortnight, now nearly a foot above the soil; so that f 
could not refrain from calling my dear wife to come and 
look on them. There were six shoots, two and two,, four 
feet distant. In them, perhaps, we beheld the progenitors 
of a future large sugar plantation, in this as yet unpeopled 
island. ** Now, beloved," said I, " bring up the four pine- 
tops ; I will dig their places^ and you shall set them here.'' 
She was pleased with my request, because we were to be 
partners in the work ; for to identify us in every thought 
and every act was her greatest delight. While she went 
for the pine-apple tops, I prepared their places in a line 
with the sugar-canes. When she had planted them, I 
earthed them up ; and, after gazing on them a while with 
much complacency, she, leaning on me with her arm^ we 
separated to our different avocations. I worked this morn, 
ing about three hours ; putting in about fifly plantings of 
Indian corn, two grains in each hole. This accomplished, 
I joined my wife under the rocks by the beach : she had 
our breakfast spread forth, — cold salt beef, biscuit, and 
cocoa-nut milk ; not omitting a good slice of water-melon, 
a most delicious and thirst-quenching fruit in a tropical 
climate. The wonderful rapidity with which we had seen 
how the plants grew, excited our remarks and gratitude ; 
for we clearly saw that before our stock of this cooling 
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fruit, and our pumpkios, could be expended, we should 
have an abundant supply from our plantations ; and it be- 
came the wish of our heart that our friends in England 
could partake of our delightful melons. 

We now re- embarked for our return, taking up the fish- 
pot, with the grouper, by the way : I did not, however, haul 
it on board, but kept it in the water, and left it within a few 
yards of the beach, throwing the buoy on the rock, so as to 
enable me to get it when wanted without the trouble of 
launching the punt. On reaching the plank house, we sat 
dowj[i to cool and rest ourselves. During our conversation 
I observed, that, as we had now made all our great plant- 
ings, I should like to put in some of the nuts from the cho- 
colate trees, here and there, in the woodland region ; and, 
when they grew up a little, I would thin the wood in their 
immediate vicinity to give them room. Indeed, it seemed 
very remarkable that we had not seen any of those trees, 
excepting near the mouth of the cave : and when I took 
that circumstance into consideration, in connection with the 
military belt I found there, it did not appear improbable 
that those trees had sprung fr^m some nuts accidentally 
scattered, by those to whom the belt had belonged when 
they were preparing their cl^ocolate meal: such being 
the chief refreshment of the Spaniards on the main. Next 
day we fixed on for setting some of the nuts we had already 

' gathered. My dear wife wished to finish her basket, which 
now was nearly done ; so I went on board to hoist up an 
empty water-cask from the hold, a machine that I designed 
for a very useful purpose. 

I was not long in effecting my object ; and, without much 

" trouble, got it on shore. I proceeded to the plank house, 
where I found the basket finished ; and a very neat and 
perfect work it was, with a strong handle like the pattern. 

' I could not but applaud my Eliza, and she was highly gra- 

- tified in having deserved and received my approbation. I 
now rolled up the empty cask to the door ; and she repaid 
me with her commendation on my foresight^ when I told 
her what I was going to do with it. The cask was to be a 
conservatory for our live fish. I cut a pretty large scuttle 
in one of the ends, intended for the head, and with a proper 
carpenter's tool bored half a dozen holes in the other end, 
which was to be the bottom, and a few also in the sides : 
the thing was then done. I rolled it down to the beach 
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where the punt lay, and let the cask down into the water 
at about three feet deep.^ I then gathered a few stones the 
size of bricks, and throwing them into the scuttle, the cask 
soon sunk, the water rising in it through the holes made in 
the bottom and sides : being thus securely placed, its top 
stood about six inches above the water's edge, the water 
within, of course, reaching to within six inches of its be- 
ing full ; and, by means of the side holes, there would be 
a constant flux and reflux. The repository being ready, 
I drew up the fish-pot ; and taking out the grouper safe 
and sound, popped it in. My dear wife was quite amused 
in seeing the fish plunge in the cask, as if it enjoyed its 
jiew quarters. I requested her to take a walk with Fidele, 
while I got the pot ready to lay out again : in truth, I in- 
leaded to bait it in a way I knew she would object to, did 
she see the preparation ; therefore, as soon as she was a 
little way off, I took one of the live mullet out of the buck- 
et and laid it on the sand until it was dead ; I then baited 
with it, and called to her to ascend the rock, so that she 
might have me and my apparatus in sight. She clambered 
up, and stood hear enough to talk with me, while I laid the 
fish-pot ; and in a few minutes Lwas again on shore with 
the punt. 

During the remainder of the afternoon I employed my- 
self in weeding our plantation near the cave-spring, and 
Eliza was occupied with her needle. As . it approached 
sunset she prepared t«a, to which I gladly joined her in 
our wooden palace. I found already there, before the door, 
our poultry and goats, to which we distributed the remains 
of the mullet we had led at dinner, and the rind of our 
melon. It was surprising to see how greeedily the ducks 
devoured the fish ; and we ailerwards thought that its oc- 
casional mixture with their ordinary food greatly augment- 
ed the number of their eggs. Their chuckling enjoyment 
reminded us of the setting absentees ; and my wife instantly 
tripped away with some pounded corn to the matrons at 
the cave's mouth ; while Pran down with a similar tribute 
to the covert where my lady duck was hatching her young 
brdod. 

By the time we returned, the sun had set, and the sand, 
flie^ began their annoyance. Our culinary fire under the 
rock was still unextinguished, but it lay at too great a dis- 
tance to affect our tormentors, for the wind generally went 
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down with the sun ; hence the fire's smoke seldom could 
be made to reach them. My Eliza therefore kindled a 
piece of stick at the embers, and brought it to me on a 
plate. I lighted a cigar immediately, and managed it 
pretty well for a beginner. As 1 smoked it, she drew 
close to me, so as to be quite within its protecting in flu- 
ence ; and, to our great satisfaction, we found the expe- 
dient successful : but I could not accomplish more than 
half a cigar at this time, for I began to feel the tobacco 
affect my head with a slight giddiness. I therefore care- 
fully put out our antidote ; and, fastening the door, we 
retired to our vessel to sleep, not a little thankful that the 
sand flies, did not incommode us there. . 

Tuesday, 5th. — The early dawn found us on the alert, 
talking over the intended operations of the day, which, 
however, were not numerous. Of our old arrangements, 
we had only the cacao.nuts to plant ; but it had occurred 
to .me, that, as^ necessity had obliged me to become a 
cigar-smoker, a future provision for that would be a pru- 
dent matter of thought. I had a large box of them, to be 
sure ; yet if we should sojourn long on the island, its con- 
tents must gradually disappear ; and. then it what a strait 
we should be, banished in the evenings from our dear plank 
house. But recollection furnished me with a remedy : the 
corn cobs, the pumpkin seed, and the tobacco seed, still re- 
mained in my sea-chest, where I had deposited thf m in 
Virginia, for ray dear old father. My Eliza was delighted 
^ith this good news : no time was lost in possessing our- 
selves of the precious seeds ; and it was resolved to begin 
sowing them this very day, in our cotton-tree plantation. 

But the morning's work commenced with a visit to the 
fish-pot, in which I found three fine fish, of a species less 
than the grouper ; they are called, in Jamaica, snappers. 
I quickly popped tham into the conservatory, and baited 
again with a mullet which lay dead in the bucket. On 
our arrival at the plank house, not seeing ihe armadillo, I 
was disposed to dig him up ; but my wife persuaded me 
to let him alone, and starve him a little, by which she 
thought we might at least force him to come out for his 
food, and at length grow familiar. Acceding to her rea- 
soning, nothing was to be thrown into his crib this day ; 
and the shy gentleman being left to fast, we took our bas- 
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ket with our own refreshment, and, with Fidele trotting 
after us, hastened on foot through the woodland region to 
the plantation. 

Eliza took her station for a while at the foot of the silk 
cotton tree ; and I, with a zeal that sweetens labour, went 
to work with my spade ; and had put in the tobacco seeds, 
at about eighteen inches apart, almost all before eleven 
o'clock : then it became too hot for further exertion ; but 
I had made a sufficient tobacco plot ; and satisfied with 
my work, I could not but be so whh myself* When I had 
nearly finished, my dear wife went up to the little spring 
in the rock^basin for some fresh cool water, and there, 
Diana-like, fell in upon the chase, and killed an iguana. I 
heard her dog give tongue, and I' hallooed " Tally ho !" 
at which she laughed aloud ; and being now familiar with 
the sight of that ugly creature, she took it up, aud brought 
it to me in triumph. We sat down together under the 
deep shade of the great tree, *and enjoyed our cold coUa. 
tion of salt meat and fruit. " Dearest Edward," said she, 
^^this is a delightful spot ! How comfortable shall we find 
ourselves, should you ever be able to erect a dwelling for 
us on the rising ground here, as you propose ! Besides, as 
thqre is no sand near, I might hope we should not be tor- 
mented by those relentless little wretches which infest our 
plank house." — '^I trust, in the cool season of next year, 
my own Eliza," I replied, " I may be able to accomplish 
it ; and meanwhile, when all our urgent present labours 
are done, I will begin to gradually bring materiafs tq the 
spot," — "Oh, my kind husband!" she rejoined, "how 
happy am I with you even in this solitude : I would not 
change my lot with a queen." After our repast, I deposit- 
ed the iguana in the basket, and we returned into the 
woodland region, where, under a protecting, though not 
deep shade, I commenced putting in the cacao seeds, and 
by two o'clock had planted about forty. I marked each 
spot with a bit of stick, for the purpose of fixing a little 
guard of stakes round each, on a future day. 

I was rather tired by the labours of this part of the day, 
and gladly adjourned for our hours of repose and refresh- 
ment to the plank house. When these aids of wearied 
nature had sufficiently recruited me, I began to talk alertly 
of the remainder of my day's 'avocations, and told my dear 
partner that I meant to close them with a grand fishing 
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match, and so stock our conservatory well. She smiled, 
and observed, that it had occurred to her " there would be 
some difficulty in getting the fish out of the conservatory, 
after they were once in." — " Not to you, sweet one !" I 
replied : '^ did I not say, you should be my fisher ? I now 
intend to keep my promise ; and it shall be your office, 
whenever you please, to take the fish out of the conserva- 
tory." — "I shall always be pleased with the task, dear Ed- 
ward," she rejoined, " if you will show me how ?" — " You 
shall try it in a day or two," I replied ; " and I will an- 
swer for your being as expert as Isaac Walton himself." 
With this our dialogue finished. 

At sunset we repaired to the punt. On drawing up the 
fish-pot, I found a grouper and a snapper in it ; and haul- 
ing it along under water, till I came to the conservatory, I 
took them out, and popped them into the cask. I then 
baited with the entrails of the iguana, and laid the pot out 
again. That done, by means of my bucket, I filled the 
compartment of the punt with sea -water, to the height of 
about three inches, and, it being water-tight between the 
cross planks, none of the water ran either forward or aft. 
My dear wife then sat down on the stern seat, with a 
lighted torch in her hand, and Fidele at her feet. At this 
time the stars were appearing : I rowed out, but before I 
cleared the point, the mullet began to jump, and fall fast 
round us even about our ears : at first it was good sport, 
and I laughed heartily at some hard knocks they gave me 
on my shoulders and hands. Those which did not drop 
into the middle of the punt, but either fore or aft, were 
picked up by orie or other of us, and thrown into the part 
with the water. Fidele was the first to complain of being 
rather roughly dealt with, for a heavy fish or two struck 
him in their fall, which caused him to shake his ears, and, 
with a yell, draw near his mistress : he was more alarmed 
than hurt ; but she, poor dear, received a too severe blow 
on the side of her face ; and, although she said not a word, 
I perceived, by her heightened colour, it had given her 
pain : so wishing a truce to the game, I desired her to 
throw the torch overboard, which she did, and the shower 
of mulle^ ceased. I put back in^haste : Fidele jumped on 
shore in an instant, and I leaped after him, handing out my 
best-beloved most carefully, being anxious to see if she 
were seriously hurt ; but she gaily declared in the negative, 
and I was satisfied. I therefore proceeded to convey the 
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mullet and calipeavar out of the well in the punt, into the 
conservatory ; and to my no small surprise counted more 
than two dozen. "This is a great fishing indeed!" ex- 
claimed my dear wife ; " but my poor Fidele, it was sorry 
sport to thee ! thou shalt have better shelter next time." 
And she patted him gently while she spoke : the grateful 
anim'al jumped to her knee, and seemed made quite him- 
self again by the cheering voice of his mistress. 

I lefl the water in the punt as it was ; and we hastened 
up to the plank house, taking some of the fire we bad lit 
near the rock, with us. A candle was lighted, and my 
tender Eliza observing I was wet, took down the hollands, 
and mixed me some with water : on the whole I was much 
fatigued, and received it thankfully. The sand-flies, how- 
ever, did not forget giving us their unwelcome company ; 
so I lighted a new cigar, and got on with it very well ; my 
dear companion keeping close to me under the protecting 
influence of the smoke ; the fragrance of which she said 
was very agreeable. I made her take a sip of my beve- 
rage, to sweeten the cup ; and we sat for an hour, enjoying 
ourselves in spite of the little harpies ; and then retired to 
our place of rest. 

Wednesday, 6th. — On coming up to the plank house 
this morning, wo were greeted by the sight of our other 
goat standing with two little kids at her feet : she had kid- 
ded in the thicket during the night : this was a pleasing sur- 
prise at the moment, although not unexpected. I baled out 
the punt ; and lifling the fish-pot, found a fine fish in it, difier. 
ent from any we had yet taken ; it was a snook : I put it 
down again, to keep it quite fresh ; and proceeded to our 
plantation, to finish my work by planting some of the 
American maize, and a few of the pumpkin seeds I had 
brought from Virginia. All our former sowings might be 
said to grow daily, nay, hourly, almost visibly shooting up. 
Both of us exclaimed together, " How wonderful the ra- 
pidity of vegetation in this cliniate !" 

As the day became hot, we reposed Ourselves under the 
silk cotton tree ; feeling that listlessness for which the re- 
sidents, and even natives, of this quarter of the world, are 
so remarkable ; but hitherto the European energy had 
abided with us ; and my dear wife now expressed a fear 
that I had exerted myself too niuch in such a climate : 
'* For/' added she, " it appears that where man should 
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labour much, God hath given him the power ; and there- . 
fore we must suppose that when that power ia abridged un- 
der trctpical suns, it is for wise purposes." Thus she wa«, 
wont to view every thing with pious depth of thought ; 
referring all things to the providence and direction of the- 
Almighty. . . 

While we were talking, Fidele was sleeping; and in a 
little time we also were covered with Sancho's cloak. It 
was nearly three o'clock when we awoke ; and I think we 
were a little ashamed of the length of our siesta. We 
therefore hastily got our husbandry implements together, 
and returned b]r the punt to the plank house. I had there 
many things to arrange for future employment ; and, 
meanwhile, my Eliza prepared our dinner. It consisted of 
the snook, which we eat with lime-juice and capsicums, 
and found it excellent : fruit was not a good accompani*^ 
ment to fish, so we substituted a glass of wine ; which being^ 
more appropriate, and also a novelty, gave an agreeable 
finish to our feast. Fidele liked the snook, although he 
did not like punt-fishing ; and he made a hearty meal, with- 
out seeking the juice of the grape to wash it down. 

" Edward," said my wife, «' what will you do with all 
the fish you have already caught ? and we must feed thera 
that are in the conservatory. '* No, my love," I replied, 
" were we to feed them, you could not catch them a» 
we want them ; and af\er they have been another day 
without food, we will not take more from the sea for a 
time, but you shall supply us from the conservatory." My 
making a little mystery of this achievment seemed to please 
her; and betraying no pettish curiosity to know all about 
it, before the time, she smiled, and declared her readiness 
to obey my orders. The sauce to the fish had reminded 
us of the value of our cctpsicums and bird-peppers ; which 
induced us to amuse ourselves in the aAernoon by plant- 
ing a seed here and there about the foot of the roek beside 
the cave spring,. and in thb shrubby ground opposite ; and 
it was there Fidele discovered the other duck sitting on 
eggs. . 

When we returned for the remainder of the evening, we 
were agreeably surprised by seeing the armadillo crawling 
about in his stoccado ; and he did not seem disposed to 
burrow;, even at sight of ourselves. I brought out a musk- 
meloDj and cut off a large piece, which I placed B(Aily id 
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fais retreat : he soon' discovered it, and in our presence 
began to eat it, but we drew away immediately for fear of 
alarming or disconcerting him. ^\ My dear Eliza," I said, 
as she seated herself on our wooden settee, '' your idea was 
correct ; we shall tame the armadillo." As we had no 
desire to contend with the sand-flies to-night, we retired to 
the ship, just as the sun was setting ; and took our humble, - 
though happy station, on one of the hen-coops on the quar- 
ter-deck, where we enjoyed the cool of the evening with- 
out any annoyance, until it was time to go to sleep. 

Thursday, 7th. — We breakfasted on board this morning ; 
occupying ourselves in looking up various things for our 
use on shore ; and my dear wife took this occasion to ob- 
serve, that now she must sit a little every day at her nee- 
dle, as both her dress and mine required repair. While 
she was thus busied about her own concerns, I rummaged 
the sailors' chests in the steerage for fish-hot)ks, and was 
fortunate enough to find some pretty large ones, already 
fastened to lines : I selected a couple of different sizes ; 
cutting the lines, so as to leave about four or f^ve feet at- 
tached to each hook ; and then put them in my pocket. 

Toward mid-day we went on shore ; she taking some , 
things with her for needle employment ; and I, a bag with 
the last remains of our plantains. While she was cutting 
and contriving her work in the plank house, I went down 
to the border of the woodland region, and lopped off two 
straight sticks about six feet long each, to the ends of which 
I fastened the lines with the hooks, and left them ready 
baited at the rock. On my return to my wife, I said, 
** Now, Eliza, it is near dinner-time ; I am very hungry ; 
go and catch a fish for us." She looked up and smiled, 
but seemed a little confused ; " Dear Edward !" cried she, 
" an Asiatic wife might tremble at such a command ; but 
I have nothing to fear from my dear husband*! * I will go 
in faith, for I know you would not mock me !"rr-" Come, 
sweetest," I said, " and it will be done." She arose cheer- 
fully, and we ran down together hand in hand to the beach. 
I took up one of the rods, and gave it to her : *' Oh, you 
cunning fellow !" she exclaimed, -^^ how agreeably you have 
teased me." I now led her up on Ihe'Yock,* from whence 
she lowered down the line with the hook into the conser- 
vatory, and in an instant it was nearly pulled out of her 
hand ; the strongest fish, most likely, had seized the bait. 

Vox. 1.-22 
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I stood by and encouraged her ; and, after a few mmutesv 
with a little help, she raised her finny prize out of the cask, 
and landed it safely on the rock, to my great delight abd 
to hers ; but, on this occasion, Fidele wished to take- a part 
m the exploit, endeavouring to seize the fish while it was 
tumbling about on the ground before us. We took it on 
shore, and Eliza received many compliments from her 
happy husband for her dexterity. Thus we amused our- . 
selves, by turning common occurrences into causes of 

^ pleasantry. 

After dinner, I proposed a walk in the cool of the even- 
ing, to the Cocoa-nut grove, and it was purely a little ex- 
cursion of pleasure. My Eliza suggested our taking the 
eastern bpach for our path ; for she wished to handsel her 
new bask^fet by collecting any pretty shells that might pre- 
sent themselves on our way. The breeze continued fresh, 
•atid our stroll was in shadow for nearly half a mile. We 
often stood to gaze on the reef, where the sea broke furi- 
ously, Avhile all within it was snvooth water. It was a 
scene of great interest to us : the one, our place of jeopar* 
dy ; the other, the safe channel, through which our vessel 
passed to that secure creek in which she now lay, at once 
a store-house atid a home. The shells were abundant, but 
not many were perfect, or retained their polish : we, how- 
ever, contrived to gather some worth having ; and, as we 
arranged them before us on the sand, my dear wife said, 
' " If we should ever return to England, those shells will 
be a cherished memorial of our present situation." * 

On arriving at the cocoa-nut grove, we were delighted 
to see the melons and pumpkins all in flower, stretching 
their shoots extensively around ; and the yams and coccos 
beginning to point their germs through the ground. We 
sat down on the trunk of the tree I had formerly felled, 
and rested ourselves. The gaskets were under the ledge 
of the rock : I took them out, and, quickly climbing the 
next tree, brought down a couple of young cocoa-nuts, 
the milk^of which was very grateful to us. We then re- 
turned by the other shore, and collected some excellent 
cane reeds for baskets, or any other use that might occur, 
and arrived at our palace a little before sunset. Tea was 
very acceptable after this long walk; after which w6 
gratefully retired to our vessel, to prayer and repose. 
Friday, 8th. — My dear wife kept closely at her needle* 
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work, while I employed myself in cutting some small trees 
and brushwood. During my task she got a little tired of ' 
being from me ; and to,ray own glad greeting too, sudden- 
ly joined me with her fishing-rod ready baited in her hand, 
and invited me to accompany her to the rock., " The day 
wears, said she, smiling, " and I corae to my duty." — 
" Dearest," cried I, " no duty ; only thy pastime ; but 
I will now do it, for it is sometimes rather tugging work." 
*' Oh, no, dear Edward ; you allotted it to me, and I will 
not give up my office. So long as you replenish the 
conservatory, I will furnish you with its fish." — " Well, 
well, be it so," said I ; and, instantly resolving on a bit of 
merriment, determined to leave the matter entirely to 
herself; so, walking up with her to the rock over the 
cask, she dropped in the' bait, which was greedily seized 
by some strong fish, and the action pulled the rod by a 
jerk from her hand ; but she quickly picked it up, (for I did 
not,) while I said, ** You shall have fair play, and the fish 
too." Fidele would have helped her if he could ; he seem- 
ed to understand what was going forward, for he jumped 
oflf the rock on the top of the cask, and I really thought 
he was going to take the line in his mouth. The fish, 
however, kept its station ; and the delicate arm of my 
dear wife was unable to drag him forth. I now offered 
to assist her. " No, no ; fair play, Edward," she cried ; 
♦' no fish, no dinner." She did indeed tug, and the fish 
tugged, and my poor love was almost tired out ; at last, 
by one great effort, she raised him out of the hatch, on to 
the top of the cask, where Fhlele stood ; but the fish made 
a bound, and carried line and rod into the open water ; 
while Fidelq, struck with terror, leaped back upon the 
rock; but as since our arrival here we had accustomed 
him to go into the smooth sea, and bring out pieces of stick, 
he now, with a little encouragement from his mistress, who 
ran round with him to the sandy beach of the inlet, imme- 
diately took the water ; and, laying hold of the rod, (the 
fish being almost spent by its preceding exertion,) kept it 
fast in his mouth, and, afler many fruitless efforts, managed 
to get footing with his cumbrous prize, and, to the great 
joy of my. wife, placed the rod in her hand. She then^ 
drew up the fish with a triumph, which, she declared, was 
all their own, I gave the dear pair a cheer of applause, 
which Fidele returned with an extraordinary howl, that 
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made us both laugh. Before we carried away her prize, 
as the rest of the fish in the conservatory had been somei 
days without food, I threw some in to them, and then turned 
my steps homeward with my sweet helpmate. 

Together, we prepared the palipeavar for dinner, which 
duly appeared, with all the et ceteras, limes, and peppers, 
lu honour of the contest, my wife set before me a bottle 
of our canary wine ; and she placed a rich desert also on 
the table, namely, an over-ripe pine and a fine shaddock. 
After so sumptuous a feast, I was not disposed to sink into 
.the woodman again that day, but sat like a nabob, enjoying 
the fruit and beverage, drinking the health of my most ex- 
cellent and courteous fisherman. My dear Eliza was quite 
happy in seeing me, for once since our landing, laying 
aside all care ; and I believe, on this occasion I became a 
little exhilarated. We talked over the battle of the fish, 
which reminded us of Waller's battle of the Bermudians 
with the whale ; and I laughed, heartily again and again, — 
an excess of mirth neither natural nor habitual to me. After 
our more than usually generous regale, we extended some 
of its indulgencies to our crowding retainers without. We 
fed the armadillo from our fruit, played with the young 
kids, and treated their mothers with the parings of our 
shaddock and pine-apple. The poultry, too, were not for- 
gotten. At sunset we retired to our marine abode. 

Saturday, 9th. — ^I was very hot and Uncomfortable all 
night ; so that the excellency of temperance was brought 
practically to my mind. I could not eat my breakfast in 
the morning ; neither did I feel any disposition for exer- 
tion. My anxious wife was much distressed, laying all the 
blame on herself, and urged me to take a dose of physic. 
" Dear Eliza," said I, " your honoured father used to quote 
a saying of Seneca : — * When 1 am sick,' said the Roman, 
' I must either fast or take physic, and of the two alterna- 
tives I choose the former.' — Now I am of the same mind, 
my best love ! and I will abstain from eating till my sto- 
mach recovers itself." This point settled, she resignedly 
went to her needle-work, while I lounged about like a poor 
sick dog, refusing all food. In the evening I drank a little 
tea, but was no better, and my head ached. She how be- 
came very uneasy, and insisted on my taking a bolus of 
sweet mercury, some of which were in the medicine-chest } 
and I did so^ and retired at the usual hour to bed. 
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Sunday, 10th. — I felt far from well when I aroie, having 
scarcely slept ; and some other medicine being proposed 
to me, I chose rather to swallow half a pint of sea-water ; 
and, before twelve o'clock, I was quite myself again. We 
then went on shore, where my dear wife read the church 
service, and then prepared some coffee for me, by way of 
dinner, which completely settled my stomach ; and in the 
afternoon wo enjoyed a pleasant walk together in the 
woodland region ; closing the evening by reading the 
scriptures, and with prayer. 

Monday, 11th. — I arose pretty well : my kind nurse dis- 
posed herself to her needle work, and 1 to finish my wood- 
cutting operation beyond the rivulet. At breakfast, my 
wife told me the third hen was setting ; and that, as two 
more of the ducks were missing, she had no doubt they 
also were employed in hatching. The. poor cock was 
stalking about, a solitary individual, before the platform ; 
and as we threw him some fragments of biscuit, he called 
his hens, as he picked the bits up; but thoy did not 
come, and he left the pieces untouched, walking away, as 
melancholy as any disconsolate, into the thicket. The ar- 
ihadillo now kept out in open daylight, roaming about his 
stoccado ; and, being no longer under the influence of 
skulking fear, stood stoutly on his legs, with his head pro- 
jecting to receive any donation we might throw to him ; 
for he was not indisposed to taste meat, or buscuit, or roast 
yam, or whatever was put into his crib, but he liked the 
musk-melon the best. 

While at a frugal cold meat dinner to-day, I could not 
help comparing our shower of fish to the rain of quails in 
the wilderness ; and indeed I reminded my dear Eliza of a 
remark she made as if in prophetic allusion, on the first 
evening we saw the mullet leaping from the water, when I 
expressed a desire to have some of them to vary our salt 
food. In the afternoon, while she returned to her needle- 
work, I amused myself fitting up a place for the ducks, 
and their expected youns; broods when they should come 
forth, in a snug recess of^the-rock, about twenty yards on 
this side of the cave-spring. For I foresaw that the duck- 
lings must be some time before they could march up with 
their dams to the thicket, and, if a rendezvous were not 
provided near the water, they might become wild, and we 
should lose them. In the evening we took our tea early^ 
and soon after returned to the vess^A, axi&\.ottiV« 
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Tuesday, 12th. — Early in the morning we embarked in 
the punt, with my usual husbandry accoutrements and a 
basket of provisions, with some seeds of the bird- peppers 
and capsicums to plant. It was a pleasant row to the beach 
of the plantation ; and as soon as we landed, and had car- 
ried our refreshments up to the spurs of the silk cotton tree,, 
I repaired to my field of labour, and set about hoeing the 
ground about our previous plantings, in every direction. I 
was fully repaid for all my toil, by seeing every thing push- 
ing forward most luxuriantly. At noon, we lay down and 
took a nap under the tree; after which, being quite re- 
cruited, X did ample justice to the employment I had begun 
in'the morning. When our tasks were finished, as my arms 
were more tired than my legs, we lefl the punt on the beach, 
and walked home through the woodland region ; observing 
pn our way the places in which I had planted the chocolate 
hn% a few of which, I gladly saw, were up. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



We retired early, to avoid the sand-flies, and rested our- 
selves on the quarter-deck of the vessel, enjoying the re- 
freshing coolness of the evening. " Dear Eliza," said I, 
^' my agricultural labours are completed for the present, 
and you hiave done all the needle-work necessary ; what , 
do you say, then, to an. ^excursion to-morrow to the other 
extremity of the isthmus 1 I wish to reconnoitre a little 
beyond the limits of our immediate residence." — " If you 
really wish it, my honoured husband," she replied, " we 
will go ; but we are so happy and comfortable now, 
that I do not like seeking any change ; and we know not 
whether we may not fall into some accident by the way." 
— ^^ Dearest," I rejoined, it is incumbent on us to know as 
much as we can of the island on which we are placed ; 
therefore have courage, and I will go early in the morning 
and fetch the punt." "No," said she, ** tee will go if 
you please." — " Well, then, dear Eliza, " we will go : it 
always has been toe, and I am content that it shall be al- 
ways toe,— r-now and forever, here and hereafler, my own 
best blessing !" I returned, embracing her tenderly. 

Wednesday, 13th. — We arose with the dawn, and land- 
ed ; then walked at a good pace round by the woodland 
region to the punt. The birds were all on the alert, and 
we heard the sweet notes of one not unlike to those of our 
own nightingale. The doves were numerous, feeding on 
the ground ; and, having come to the head of the dell, we 
heard and saw the paroquets among the palm trees on the 
opposite side. The sun had not risen when we got into 
our boat ; and in half an hour after sunrise we had brought 
it back, and were again at the plank house. Eliza then 
quickly put up some provisions, with some cocoa-nuts, in 
our baskets, for how she had two ; and arming myself com- 
pletely, with a musket and pistols, axe and bill-hook, my 
wife not forgetting her pike and faithful dog, we re- 
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embarked ; and, putting off from the creek, rowed along 
shore toward the northern extremity of the isthmus. 
There we landed in its little bay, bepeath the same rock 
on a ledge of which we had sat to rest when we had for- 
merly visited the spot on foot, ahd delighted ourselves with 
admiring the while the grandeur of the superb headland 
under which we had been placed by the kind providence of 
God. This little bay appeared to be nearly a mile long, 
and half a mile broad ; the land on the opposite bank being 
elevated more or less, and from which we wefe now sepa- 
rated by the huge high rock close to us, while the whole of 
the side on which we were, was formed by the sandy shore 
of the . north-western extremity of the isthmus. After 
resting a short time here, I rowed round the rock toward 
the opposite bank. After advancing about a cable's length, 
nearly touching it with the oar all the way, I found it turn 
off suddenly to the north ; forming, with the opposite 
bank, a narrow creek, about twenty yards in breadth, and 
nearly two hundred yards in length. I continued to row- 
up the creek ; the great rock standing high and rugged on 
my right, having a beautiful and finely-wooded slope on 
my left. On arriving at the head of the creek, I found a 
small stream of fresh water running into it ; near to which 
I put the punt ashore, where we observed a number of 
cray-fish, nearly the size of a lobster^ in every part of the 
shallow water. We disembarked at this spot, and placed 
ourselves and our baskets under the shade of a large tree 
about twelve or fourteen yards north of the punt : we here 
took up a delightful position on a little mound, by the foot 
of which the streamlet ran down into the creek. The lake 
lay wide before us on the south ; and the view to the east- 
ward was thrown open by the sudden termination of the 
great rock, which appeared perpendicular on all sides. 
My dear wife spread out her cold collation on this shaded 
spot ; while I took care that the musket and all our other 
weapons were at hand, that we might not be surprised by 
— ^we knew not what. However, caution . is generally 
safety ; and we eat oiir breakfast the more comfortably 
because we were provided with means of defence, and those 
meanis available in a moment. 

After breakfast, we endeavoured to penetrate into the 
interior by walking along the side of the streamlet ; but 
we soon found we could not advance far, on account of the 
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entangling underwood: we therefore retrod our steps, 
planting some shaddock, and orange, and lime pips, here 
and there, by the way. On our return, we sat down under 
the same tree to repose, where we had taken our collation, 
and sheltered ourselves from the noonday sun. There was 
no bird nor other creature stirrjng, save the busy sea-gull, 
which, in numbers, were pursuing shoals of small fishes 
in the bay before us ; so that all things invited us to add 
to our repose, sleep ; but, being in a strange place, our eye- 
lids were not disposed to take any rest. We said to each 
other, " Were we now under the shade .of our own silk 
cotton tree, how sweetly we might sleep in safety during 
the heat of the day." 

Toward the afternoon, I fished up half n dozen of the ' 
crayfish, af\er much trouble and perplexity. I had expected 
they were of the same species with the creature we had 
taken on the western beach of the isthmus after the storm, 
80 that there would be nothing to do but push the end of 
the boarding-pike between the fangs of their great claws, 
and drag them forth ; but I soon discovered that these cray- 
fish had no great claws, so that I was obliged to manoeuvre, 
«ntil I could get the end of the pike under them ; which 
at last, after many fruitless efforts, I contrived to do, and 
succeeded in jerking a few of thent out upon the beacih. 
When caught, I placed my booty in the forward division 
of the punt. We then re-embarked ; and, rowing out of the 
narrow creek, kept along the western shore cff the bay for 
about a quarter of a mile, where we landed again, on the 
beach of a fine gravelly slope. The ground was nearly 
open before us, having only a few fine trees thinly scattered 
over it, as we sometimes see in an English park. We 
walked leisurely up the slope for about three hundred 
yards ; and, resting ourselves under the wide-spreading 
shade of one of the lofty trees, had not only an extensive , 
view of the whole extent of the peninsular promontory, but, 
our eye stretching its view to the extremity of the lake, 
saw the boundless ocean between that noble headland and 
the corresponding high cliffs of the\ opposite island. This 
situation was most inviting for a residence ; the posttiori 
was excellent in every respect, — the ground open, the soil 
good, the exposure favourable to tropical trees and vegeta- 
bles, there being no long protracted shade as at the cotton- 
tree plantation ; and, while we admired the view, we com- 

\OL. I.— 13 
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pared the two situations, in all their relations, for a dwel- 
ling. 

But at the termination of this heautiful spot, westward, 
the land becomes steep and rocky, thickly covered with 
palmsj and a variety of other trees. While wo stood con- 
templating the rich scenery around us, Fidele, in his usual 
way, hunting about, had got unto the skirting of the forest : 
he began to bark, which induced us to turn our steps toward 
the place, expecting to find him at his old game with an 
iguana ; but before we had advanced many yards, we heard 
him yelp, and saw him presently brush out of the wood, 
followed by what we considered a small pig. I quickened 
jny pace, and when he perceived help at hand, he turned 
round on his .pursuer, which he kept at bay. By this time 
.my dear wife was at my side, with her pike in her hand ; 
and almost at the same moment, a drove of perhaps twenty 
of these pig-looking animals rushed out oPihe brake, to the 
assistance of their comrade. Therp was no time for par- 
ley with so large a. body. I had at first spared the single 
one, who was still skirmishing with Fidele ; but now, with- 
out more ceremony, I discharged the musket, loaded with 
ball, direct amongst them, and one of them fell. 

During the short minute in which I was observing this 
horde of little barbarians, the advanced combatant had 
wounded Fidele with its tusk, who was then close to his 
mistress ; she, at the same moment I fired, had struck her 
pike with gre/it ene^rgy into the assailant's side; bu^ he 
still made fight. Pidele, however, was not so badly hurt 
but that he. now mustered strength enough to pin the little 
beast by the nose. On discharging my musket, I saw 
things in the situation described, and in an instant I drew 
my bill-hook from my belt, and cut the struggling animal 
almost in twain. The herd had ran, on receiving the fire; 
but they were rallying again, and «eemed disposed to ad- 
vance toward us. " My dear Eliza," cried I, " you must 
retire to our boat ; you may be hurt. I will re-load the 
musket, and soon disperse these animals." — '^Give mOy 
one of your pistols, Edward," said she, " and I will not 
fear : although a woman, I feel I have some courage when 
necessary. My poor Fidele I" continued she, looking 
down at her faithful little dog bleeding. I loaded the mua- 
ket, and handed her one of the pistols ; feeling assured that 
she would use it properly if required. She well knew how 
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to draw the trigger, baring frequently done so to ignite our 
fire ; and 1 felt that the present occasion did inspire her 
with courage sufficient to make an efficient use of the pis- 
tol. The herd the while advancing on us, gathered round 
the one I had shot ; but not seeming disposed to approach 
further, I, not wishing to kill any of them unnecessarily^ 
took up the slain animal that lay close to me, and began 
to retreat to the boat. At this sight, the whole troop set 
up a snort, and made toward us. I was struck with terror 
for the safety of my wife ; whom I desired instantly to get 
behind me. I knelt, to* give my fire more effect ; and 
when the foremost of them were within ten or twelve 
yards, I drew the trigger, and killed and wounded no less 
than thr^e.^ Some now fled ; others stood still ; but three, 
more bold than their fellows, closed'on us : my dear Eliza 
moved from behind me, and gave me her pike, with which I 
transfixed the one nearest to me; and to my great sur-^ 
prise she fired the pistol, and shot another that had got in 
Qur rear. Poor Fidele, who had seemed overpowered with 
terror, skulked close by the side of his mistress, until that 
moment, when he made an attack upon the third, which 
instantly gave him an ugly scratch with its tusk^ and cer- 
tainly would have killed him, had I not shot the enemy with 
my remaining pistol. This had been a severe anxl unex- 
pected conflict ; but now the field of battle was entirely do-, 
serted by the survivors amongst the herd, and then pur 
first care was to examine our little friend's wounds, which 
were about:the throat and shoulder, a sort of ripping of 
the skin, one of which was nearly two inches long* I re- 
loaded my piece, by way. of caution i but, not seeing any 
thing like a pursuit, I again took the slain enemy of Fidele 
by the leg, to the boat ; leaving all the rest of the killed, 
to the number of seven, behind. We now recognized the 
animal for the peccary, although neither of us had ever seen 
one before, but as represented in books of Natural Histo- * 
ry. It was a dark grey, rough, ugly hog-like looking litlle 
beast ; about the size of a year-old pig. One of them appear- 
ed to be as much as we three victors could eat in as many 
days ; therefore, acceptable as fresh meat might be to us, 
we did not choose to encumber ourselves with more ; and, 
indeed, my dear wife and myself sincerely regretted the 
accident and encounter that had put us in possession of the 
peccary. 
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We got down to the boat without further molestation 
from the herd, and then proceeded to wash our poor faith- 
ful dog's wounds. I got a pin from his pitying mistress^ 
and a little thread ; 1 bodkined the sides of the long wound 
with the pin, securing it by twisting the thread round it» 
as farriers do, to s.taunch the vein after bleeding a horse. 
I then laid the patient little creature safe down by Eliza's 
side, in the stern of the punt ; and pushing off from the 
beach, lowed over to the other side of the bay, and there 
landed with our baskets, to take some, refreshment, and 
give a drink of cool water to poor Fidele. Our stay here 
was short ; we quickly re-embarked, and I pushed along 
the beach homeward, with all possible expedition. My 
kind-hearted wife had emptied the\old basket, which was 
the largest, and with the help of my jackeit,: j^h^ I had 
pulled off, made up a comfortable bed for our wounded 
companion, and placed him in it ; where he lay during our 
voyage, with great composure, his dear mistress talking to 
him, and thus consoling him all the way. The sun was 
just setting when the punt reached its destination. My 
first care was to take up the basket with her poor little 
friend, accompanying her to the plank house, where I left 
them. I then returned to the beach, and with a knife cut 
out certain parts of the peccary, which would taint the 
meat, and then hung the carcase by a large wooden peg,, 
which I drove into a crevice of the western face of the pro. 
montory, until a moment for more attention to it. 1 left 
the crayfish in the punt, giving them a few buckets of sea. 
water to reconcile them to their situation ; then taking up 
the remainder of our chattels, joined my dear wife at our 
peaceful wooden palace. 

Fidele had fallei;! asleep, by which the mind of his kind, 
mistress was set somewhat at ease, but much more so when 
I assured her the wounds were not deeper than through 
the skin, they having been made by the tusks and not with 
the teeth, and therefore only a superficial tearing or rip- 
ping of the skin, the flesh and other parts below being un- 
touched. By this she was quite satisfied ; for her feelings 
could always be easily brought to yield to her reasoning 
faculties. << Poor Fidele !" said she, *' thou wilt soon be 
well again ; but I am sorry we were obliged to destroy so 
many of thy assailants : 1 fear thou west the aggressor^ 
not they." Then turning to me> " Edward," said she» 
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" they made a noble defence : neither Greeks nor Trojans 
ever fought more valiantly for their dead than those poor, 
animals ; and I cannot but regret so many perished in the 
conflict." — "But, dear Eliza," I replied^ ^' if we had not 
succeeded in destroying so many of them, I think it pro- 
bable they would have destroyed every one of us, before 
we could reach the boat ; for they made up in numbers 
and courage, what they panted in individual strength." — 
'^ Well, then," she rejoined, " as it did happen, it could 
not have ended better ; and we have much reason to be 
thankful to God for our own preservation, even at the ex^ 
pense of their lives ; and I will think no more of it, but in^ 
that point of vie w."^ After this dialogue, I left her to watch 
her wounded little champion, while I made a fire and got 
tea, which was highly acceptable to us both, after so trying 
a day ; and, having finished our repast, I took up our in- 
valid, in his snug wicker bed, and carried him to our ship, 
where, placing him near to us in the state-room, He passed 
the night in quiet. 

Thursday, 14th. — la the morning, our first object was 
to bathe bis wounds with spirits ; and after binding his 
neck with a handkerchief^ and giving him a little water, 
we took him on shore again in the basket, from whence I 
removed him to a little bed, made up fob him on tha plank 
settee, on which his mistress also seated herself with h^ 
needle<^work beside her. I employed myself for an hour 
cleaning and re.loading the fire-arms, which, for security,; 
I had always kept in readiness; after which I went down 
to the beach, and kindling a large fire, slung the peccary 
over it on a pole,. by his feet tied together, that I might 
burn off all his porcupine bristles, and then scrape him clean 
as a Gloucestershire hog for bacon. I confess it was warm 
work ; and, during the process, I wished over and over 
again that I had skinned the animal,.as roost nations (ex- 
cepting the English and their colonies), do all they kill of 
the hog kind ; pat, John Bull like I had gone to work, and . 
like John Bull I persevered to the end. I then tied its feet 
again together, which had . been untied for scraping, and 
carried it into the cave, where I suspended it on a peg that 
I drove into a crevice of the rock^ I then returned to my 
dear wife to breakfast, and to report my morning's work. 
She praised my perseverance, but lamented my fatigue, 
sweetening every morsel I eat with her affectionate smile. 

Vol. I.— 13* 
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Fidele lapped a little flour and water with a little sugar 
in it, but had no stomach for more substantial fare ; yet on 
the whole the poor animal seemed doing very well. I soon 
after lefl them, and went to secure the crayfish, by driving 
some shingles into the sand in a semicircular form just be- 
low water-mark, and on the other side of the rock, where 
they could enjoy the run of fresh water, to which element 
they had been accustomed. The shingles were placed 
close enough together to prevent the escape of the cray- 
fish ; and there was at least a foot in depth of water within 
some parts of the craal. On my return, I had the pleasure 
to see our two goats browsing, and their kids gambolling 
round them, close by the spring head. During my absence, 
my dear Eliza had observed the armadillo through the 
window, prowling about his enclosure looking for food ; 
and, when I rejoined her, she was feeding him with pieces 
of melon from her hand. I was quite pleased with this 
proof of its docility ; and looked on, till he had enough, 
with increased satisfaction in the happy interest she took 
in all her dumb dependants. 

Toward noon I returned to the cave, to portion our pec- 
cary for store and immediate use. For this, I cut it into 
quarters, and put the two hinder ones into a bucket, with 
plenty of salt, on which I laid stones for a weight. I then 
reserved some pieces to make broth for our wounded little 
hero ; and building up a suitable fire, with a large fiat frag- 
ment of rock placed before, Mike a screen ; when this 
stone was well-heated, I laid down a fore-quarter of the 
peccary to roast, setting a brown dish under it ; so that the 
meat had the fire in front, and the hot stone behind ; and I 
basted it occai^ionally with some of our Irish butter. All 
this wastrompleted without much trouble, or great exposure 
to heat from the fire, and none from the sun, for the place 
was still in shade, even at noon. About two o^clock I took 
it up, with a roasted yam, and some of the broth, to the plank 
house, and set it on the table, which my attentive helpmate 
had prepared for the expected dinner. When she saw it, 
she gently said, " I wish I did not know that this was part 
of the peccaiy ; I really do not like to eat it : yet I owe it 
to you, my kind Edward, to your fatigue and trouble about 
it, to banish every other feeling (ban the desirp of pleas- 
ing you : I will therefore dine on it with you, and I hope 
cheerfully." I thanked her for her sensible and gracious 
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determination; and she smilingly received a plate of the 
broth from my hand, and gave it to Fidele, who seemed to 
mightily approve the mess. The roast looked very wel}, 
but did not taste quite as agreeable: however, by the 
aid of a little lime-juice and capsicum, we contrived to 
make a dinner. Eliza, true to her resigned spirit, did not 
complain of its being unpleasant ; but I did ; and pro. 
posed the lime and capsicum : as she had conquered her 
moral objection to it, the physical repugnance was to her 
too insiguificant for a murmur. About an hour after our 
repast, as my dear Eliza had been confined, till day with 
our wounded friend, I volunteered to remain with him, 
while she should take a little walk, by way of exercise, to 
the thicket and the spring. She obeyed my wish with 
pleasure, carrying with her some bruised corn for the, three 
hens hatching their broods, and also for the four sitting 
ducks ; the two lately missed having been discovered near 
the spring.head, setting on eggs in snug nests amongst the 
rocks. While she was absent, my liltle charge showed 
himself very sensible to my condolence and attentions ; 
and I felt the happiness I was bestowing, even on a dumb 
creature, reflected graciously in my own breast. 

My dear wife bent her steps first to the spring. On her 
return to visit the thicket, she saluted me by kissing her 
hand as she passed the plank house. She did not tarry long 
on her errand there, soon coming back to me again, and 
with a brisk step approaching the platform, (where I had 
now placed myself with our little dog,) she told me she had 
fed the poultry ; but having taken a peep into the cave, 
found there, fluttering on the floor, t^o young full-feathered 
pigeons, which, in attempting to fly out through the aper- 
ture, must have dropped, probably in a first trial. She held 
them tenderly in her hands, and showed them to me with 
a pitying kind of pleasure. " Now, my dear Edward," said 
she, " we can keep these, and tame them without hurting 
them !" — " Certainly ;" replied I, " to keep them, we have 
only to cut one of their wings ; and if we set them down 
in the cave, and throw a litUe bruised corn, then the old 
ones will feed them there : so we may even get more, if 
we choose." — " Oh, no !" she replied ; " I wish to tame 
these near ourselves ; but if the old ones would come to 
them, when with us, we should treat thorn well ; and by 
so doing, we, perhaps, might tame some of them also." — 
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"Well, dearest/' I rejoined, '•■we will do even as you pro- 
pose." I now took her scissors, and cut the long feathers 
of one wing in each pigeon ; and, for the present, depo- 
sited her new pets in the old basket, now vacated by Fidele* 
During tea the goats came gamboling before our door ; ' 
but the now nursing ducks did not choose to leave th^r 
cool spring ; and for the gallant but solitary cock, he now 
seldom appeared beyond the thicket avenue, patiently wait- 
ing the forthcoming of his young progeny. When evening 
drew on, I placed the basket with the young pigeons in 
the cave, scattering plenty of bruised corn around ; and 
then, returning to the plank house, tookFidele in my arms, 
and made our escape on board before the sand-flies begmi 
to buzz. 

Friday, 15th. — Our dear little dog was on foot in the 
cabin as soon as we arose, ilnd seemed quite himself again ; 
which induced me to take off the, bandage placed around 
his neck : finding the long islit well united, 1 drew out the 
pin, and the thread4wisting fell to the ground. I bathed . 
the part again with spirits, and his mistress put on a clean 
neck-cloth : we could not but smile at the fine bow she 
tied on one side of his face ; although he appeared almost 
ready to run, I thought it best to carry him on shore. On 
landing, she visited her pigeons in the cave, while I remain- 
ed with Fidele in the plank house. When she returned, 
she told^ me, that when she went in she found a great 
many pigeons pecking on the floor, and that one of them 
was in the basket, feeding the young ones, which' had both 
their bills in her mouth. She was quite pleased with the 
sight, and I with the details of it. We now agreed on the 
policy of placing the basket in the avenue, at wider and 
wider distances, gradually from the mouth of the cave, 
with corn scattered round, until at last we should lure tke 
old ones to follow it, and feed at our door. That point 
settled, I walked down to the rocks before breakfast, to hoe 
a little round the plants for half an hour, and was delighted 
to see many pumpkins and melons larger th^n an egg. 
Having nodiing else to do^ I brought home a load of fire- 
wood, whicl^ I had cut some days before. On my -return, 
I found my dear wife had boiled the kettle, and roasted the 
last of our plantains for breakfast ; of which wholesome 
vegetable we thit morning took our leave with som^ regret ; 
for they were an excellent substitute- for bread. During 
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the forenoon I employed myself on board, in getting seve- 
ral articles for our daily consumption from the hold^ for it 
was tiiere all the ship's stores of salt provisions, flour, dec, 
were kept. On my return I went into the cave, and found, 
notwithstanding the comparative coolness of the place, 
that the other fore-quarter of the peccary was no longer 
fit for the use of our table. I therefore carried it down 
to the crayfish tank, and tl^rew it in ; but I did not observe 
any of thefb approach it. I then baited one of the hooks 
at the conservatory, where I soon drew up a mullet ; mean- 
ing it for our dinner. I showed the fish to my dear wife, 
telling her I had been obliged to throw the quarter of the 
peccary away ; but did not say I had given it to the cray- 
fish, lest she might not like to eat of th^m in consequence. 
The salted hind quarters I had found in very good order. 
Fidele now partook of our present usual fare ; for the stiff- 
ness of his jaws, from his neck-wound, having passed 
away, he sat up, begging for some fish, which he eat with 
a sharp appetite. 

In the afternoon I proposed to row to the plantation : 
we accordingly accoutred ourselves ; and I carried Fidele 
to the punt. The little voyage was pleasant ; and we soon 
found ourselves in the midst of our plantation* Every 
thing was flourishing : the Indian corn was several inches 
above ground, high enough for the hoe ; - and the sugar- 
canes had grown another foot : so that I found plenty of 
employment until the evening. My dear wife, with Fidele 
at her foot, stood near me while at work, and we both sur- 
veyed with pleasure and thankfulness the promising reward 
of my labour. 

We returned with improved spirits from this part of our 
island domain ; and my Eliza, like a kind parent welcoming 
her young brood, began immediately feeding the armadillo 
liberally with melon, and the goats with pumpkin cut in 
slices. The evening was delightfully cool^ which induced 
us to remain sitting on the platform until the stars appeared ; 
though with them, the sand-flies also : however, we were 
not disposed to be driven away ; so I had recourse to a ci- 
gar, while my dear love nestled close to me, and we en- 
joyed not a little the serenity which our situation cast 
around u^» The cigar finished, we departed to our ship, 
and to repose. 

Saturday, 16th. — I thought it right to pump the ship out 
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this morning ; my wife the while rummaged the captain's 
chest, and took out a new jacket and some striped trow- 
sers ; my broad skirted coats and short tight breeches not 
being at all convenient for my present occupations. We 
disembarked to breakfast, and I went to the cave to inspect 
our corned meat ; which I found sweet, and fit for use. It 
occurred to me to look at the place where I had driven in 
the peg to hang the peccary on, as it appeared to me., at 
the time of ray hammering at it, to sound hollow. On ex- 
amining the spot, I was confirmed in that opiniQn. On 
rejoining my wife, I told her my surmise ; and we deter, 
min^d, afler breakfast, to satisfy ourselves respecting it. 
Accordingly we repaired together to the cave, and I knock- 
ed my hammer about in various directions wherever I saw 
a crevice ; and though there certainly was a difference of 
sound near some of them, she thought it could only arise 
from natural irregularities in the rock, probably by fis- 
sures ; and so we returned as we went. Nej^t day being 
the Sabbath, we now employed ourselves in preparing and 
dressing some provisions, and in doing every other thing 
requisite to keep it holy, so as to give the Creator of the 
whole earth a seventh of that time, which is altogether his 
own, and which he has appointed as the type of that rest 
prepared in everlasting mansions for his people. 

Sunday, 17th. — We arose with the. sun, and performed 
our usual ^ater sluicings on deck. It has been well said, 
*' that cleanliness is next to godliness ;" it is, in truth, the 
symbol of inward purity ; and, therefore, we thought it no 
sin to make oqr grand ablutions on the morning of each 
returning Sabbath. The sea- water thrown over us was 
highly refreshing and invigorating; and nothing but the 
dread of the sharks, which we had once seen near our 
shore, prevented us daily bathing on the beach; But I 
now hoped soon to find leisure to erect a bath, so that we 
should af once enjoy the pure and ample wave, and be 
placed in safety from those terrible fish. We dressed our- 
selves neatly ; she, in the work of her hands^ which during 
the last few days she had been adapting to present con- 
venience ; find I, in the captain's jacket and trowsers ; 
enjoying ourselves awhile on the quarter-deck, until it was 
time to go on shoi'e to breakfast. We first visited the 
young pigeons in the basket, and brought them forth be- 
fore the plank house, where we put them out, and strewed 
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aome corn : we watched earnestly to see what would be 
the result, and to ray Eliza's great delight, while we .were 
at our repast, the old birds came to them, and fed them by 
the -basket. Our poor solitary cock came up amongst 
them, apparently glad of their company. 

After breakfast I read the^ morning service, and my dear 
wife the lessons. of the day ; concluding with one of Arch, 
bishop Tillotson's excellent sermons. " If ye love me," 
gaith our blessed Saviour, *< keep ray commandments." We 
then took food to the rest of our dumb friends, and Eliza 
fed her armadillo : the so recently shy creature, now went 
roundlhe inside of the stoccado from place to place, fol- 
lowing her as she altered her position wjih the slices of 
melon in her hand. We dined on what had been provided 
yesterday, giving thanks, with more than our daily ferven- 
cy, for the bounties of that God *< in whom we live^ and 
move, and have our being." In the . aflernoon we read 
some chapters in Isaiah, and a part of .the Gospel of St. 
John ; and then took a ramble into the woodlann region * 
Fidele following closely, and sedately, at the foot of his 
mistress. It was happiness unutterable so to w&Ik, her 
arm linked in mine ; with the one of all earthfy bejngs the 
most dear ; not bone of my bone, but soul of my soul, — 
one mind, one spirit, one faith, one hope, a blessed com- 
munion with each other for ever in Christ ; who is the 
power and wisdom of God, by which all things were created, 
and by which alone mankind can be saved from the eifects 
of sin, unto the resurrection of eternal life. ^ 

Monday, 18th.— We arose with daylight, and, on ac- 
count of the valetudinary state of' our little dog, used the 
pant to visit the cocoa-nut grove ; where the progressive 
state of our plants constantly required the hoe. Tile m^ons 
and pumpkins had attained the size of lemons; and the 
yams and coccos were well up ; but the stems of the for- 
mer appeared weak. While I employed myself at my 
husbandry, my dear wife visited her capsicums among the 
earthy places of the rocky ledge, and found thera also 
well forward. Having finished the hoeing, I next took the 
gaskets, and ascending one of the trees, cut off about a 
dozen young cocoa-nuts, which I carried down to the punt 
on the beach, without disencumbering tfiem of their husks, 
the distance being inconsiderable. 

After my morning's labour I was disposed to rest awhile. 
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at the plank house, lingering over our breakfast ; and du- 
V ring our conversation, it turned upon the sounding crevices 
in the cave ; and the idea still possessed me, that in some 
places the hollows must be' deeper than a mere fissure in 
the rock, — perhaps some inner cavern ; and I therefore pro- 
posed taking a heavy h^tchet-hammer to sound the rock 
again all along the inside, to try more convincingly the i-eal 
depth of the hollqws. My wife liked the notion of disinter- 
ring another convenient recess in our cavern, which, per- 
haps, some future removal of the thin wall of rock might 
admit us to. I accordingly took my strongest hatchet, and 
struck the sides of the place as before, iti various parts, with 
the hammer end • and was quickly satisfied that the sound 
•from the spot near the crevice where I had hung the pec- 
cary, and for several yards beyond it, was very different 
from that produced by striking on the other parts of the 
cavern. We now brought in a light; for this place was 
the darkest, and therefore the coolest in the cave : it was 
for this reason I had selected it for our larder. When we 
had the advantage of a candle, to our amazement an arti- 
ficial appearance of inserted stones was evident. We now 
reflected on the circumstance of the military belt, and the 
chocolate trees at the cavern's mouth ; and thought this' 
^built-up partition must be connected with those things. 

I lost no time in going on board for a crow-bar, which I 
had seen in the fore-cuddy ; and, bringing it, commenced 
the work of dislodging the stones. Crowds of pigeons, 
which the first noise of my hatchet had alarmedj now, at 
this greater disturbance, fled precipitately out of the hole 
at the further end : we were at first vexed at this, but'soon 
reconciled ourselves to their temporary fright, by knowing 
that the return of stillness in their ancient abode, would 
unquestionably attract them back again. After very short 
work, I had extracted sufficient of the stones (which had 
formecj a wall, very like the natural broken-rock interior 
of the cave,) to lay open a hole large enough to admit my 
body; and, on thrusting in my head and shoulders, I did 
indeed perceive a kind of chamber, dimly lit by a glim- 
mering light from a narrow fissure above, but which had 
not power to show ipe any thing within. By this apper- 
ture, I knew that the air now admitted from the opening 
made below, would instantly clear the place of all foul va- 
pour that might exi^t within ; and, after resting a moment 
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to explain this to my attentive Eliza, I wormed myself into 
the recess, and received the candle from her hand. The 
floor of the place was covered deep with sand, which was 
qaite dry ; and for some time I could not discover any thing 
worthy of notice ; but on moving forward about three yards, 
I saw a collection of small canvass bags, ranged side by side, 
lind behind them a long wooden box. Without stopping to 
examine their contents, I stepped back to the hole, and 
desired my wife to come in, telling her what I had seen. 
She quickly got through, following the candle and me ; and 
opening one of the bags, I discerned at a glance some spark- 
ling metal. '^This is treasure!*' cried I. "She instantly 
exclaimed, "May it please God to preserve us!" — " From 
what, dearest ?" I replied, tumbling out several large pieces 
of coin. *^ They are full of dollars,'* she rejoined ; " and of 
what use are they to us ?'* — '* Well, sweet Eliza," I replied, 
**' they can do us no harm ; we can leave them where we find 
them, if we please." — *' Just so," she answered. ** How- 
ever," said I, "we will examine the box." The lid wai 
nailed down, so it could not be opened without a chisel ; we 
therefore quitted the recess, till I should bring the necessary 
implement from the carpenter *s chest, and returned to th^ 
plank house. I held some pieces of the money in my hand, 
which had fallen out of the bag, and by the candlelight had 
appeared white : we then concluded they were dollars, but 
we now discovered, by daylight, that they were gold doub- 
\oonSi I remarked this vast difference in their value to my 
dear wife. " Well,*' said she, " Edward, it is all the same 
to us, dollars or doubloons, or our own English farthings : 
we cannot send to market with money here. Your health, 
my honoured husband, is our wealth, and God's blessing is 
our exhaustless mine ! So I care nothing about these; only 
this, that I fear the discovery will be a source of great un-, 
easiness, if not of misery to us." — " Very well, dearest," I 
replied, " if there be any more of it in the other bags, with 
you and God for my guide, I hope I shall not make a bad 
use of it, should I ever have the opportunity," — "I hope — I 
believe you would not, my dear Edward," she rejoined ; " but 
riches are a snare." — " My own Eliza," I answered gravely, 
*^ bags of gold can be no riches to me where we are ; they 
m9J as well be full of the sand that covers the floor." 

Here the dialogue ended ; and with less haste about going 
for the chisel, I set about preparing dinner^ la ?(h\cW \d^ 
Vol. I.— 14 



168 BIB MDWAXD SEAWARD's NABRATirS. JOfflk 

Eliza, cheerful as usUal, assisted me ; and we dined on tbo 
Ikst corned quarter of the peccary, which was still very good ; 
and the salt had drawn out the rankness of the meat that 
exists in its fresh state. ^* Now, my own !" said I; " let u^ 
go and inspect the boxr" She relit bur candle ; and I taking 
a chisel and mallet with me, we proceeded to the cave, 
and again entered the recess. I opened the box : it was fuU 
of all sorts of gold and silver articles— representations of the 
crucifixion ; the Virgin and child, in highly-wrought silver 
shrines ; gold hilts for swords ; laYge earrings of gold ; som^ 
ingots of gold ; and a considerable quantity of gold and sil- 
ver tissue ; and some silver lavers, and other costly things. 
My dear wife admired all these beautiful pieces of work- 
manship very much, making manyjappropriate remarks oa 
the different articles ; and when we had examined all, she 
gently said, M Dear Edward, let us now shut the box up, and 
the place in which it is also : these things do not belong to 
us." — '* Oh, very well !" I hastily replied : " as you please ! 
I don't care a rush about them V' In mutual silence we 
■temped out of the recess, and I thrust in the loose stonev 
agatn. 

After sitting down in the plank house, and after a few 
moments' musing, I said, *< My dear Eliza, we will let this 
.matter rest for the present, and discuss it at our leisure ; for 
I trust that whatever we may conclude to do will have a 
blessing, and not a curse." — " Don't let it perplex you, mjr 
honoured husband," she replied ; '* we will pray God to 
direct you." This afiair was of too much importance to 
remain unsettled. I turned the doubloons over and over ia 
my hand, and found on them the head of Carolus 11^ whichy 
although looking as if just out of the mint, bore the date of 
167Q. '' Ehza," said I, '' when we look at the date of this 
coin, and consider the situation in which we discovered the 
belt, the probability is that this treasui;e has been here at 
least fifty or sixty years, and that there are no persons living 
to whom it belongs. Besides, most likely, the persons who 
placed it where it is, were buccaneers, who despoiled some 
Spanish vessel of it ; the first owners, then, are doubtlessly 
killed. H^nce it does not belong to any one ; at least not 
to any one that could, with the utmost diligence, be dis- 
covered. Therefore possession is the only right-which, under 
such circumstances, can be set up ; and it is a duty I owe to 
myself and to you, and to all connected with us, though od 
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^tant (^ores, to endeavour to preserve this treasure, and to 
convey it to England if ever an c^portunity should offer* 
With your consent and approbation, my beloved wife, I will 
act according to this reasoning.*' She did not answer me 
for some time : at last she said, *'* If those to whom it right- 
fully belongs cannot have it, I certainly see no just reason 
why you should not do as you propose — ^preserve it for your 
own use, and so apply it, should the occasion ever present 
itself." — '* Well, my dear Eliza, that is the principle on which 
r shall act ; and on that principle allow me to lose no time 
in securing the fortune which haa fallen so wonderfully into 
our hands." 

The question was now set at rest between us, by which a 
great weight was taken off my mind : for my exemplary 
^end, as well as obedient wife, would nev^r have uttered an 
assent to any measure not founded on moral propriety. It 
was but a few hours since I had discovered this hoard of 
gold ; and, with all my efforts. I could not settle to my work 
as before* I continued in the plank house, talking on sub*- 
jects far from our little island ; and I asked my sweetly 
attentive companion to give us some wine, which she did 
immediately; and I sat, and discoursed, and drank wine, till 
-tea-time. She often smiled as I talked, but would not dis- 
turb my humour ; and that visionary hour or two passed off 
Very well. We fed our animals, and retired early to the 
Vessel. 

Tuesday, 19th. — My sleep during the night vras harassed 
by strange dreams, so incoherent, they could not be re- 
counted; but all bore on the treasure in the cave. On 
waking, I mentioned them to my dear wife, though I really felt 
ashamed that the late matter had so completely engrossed my 
mind. After discussing the subject for an hour, she concluded 
by saying, "Well, my Edward, whatever you wish to do, 
I will join you in most cheerfully." And she said this with 
^eat emphasis, as she always did when she had made up b^ 
mind so to pledge herselH I received her assurance affec- 
tionately ; and we left the vessel for the shore. 

After breakfast, I proposed that we should examine the 
whole of the bags, with their contents ; and accordingly, on 
entering the cave, I removed the loose stones from the breach 
in the wall, and we again found ourselves in the recess. I 
counted the bags, and found forty, each of them not larger 
Ami the top of a stocking ; but, on reekoniog o^t iVx^ ^<(yc\k- 
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.loons from one bag, the result was five hundred ; and on 
breaking the strings, which were quite mouldering, of som« 
of the others, I found their contents to be the same. Tftie 
bags themselves, also, were nearly rotten, although they laj 
in a bed of dry sand. ** We have here,*' said I, ^' my dear 
£liza, a corroborating proof of the great length of time this 
money has been hidden in this place.'* — *' Well,** she repliedt 
^<but what are we to do with it ?*' — ^* You must make new 
bags,*' was my answer, ^Vand I will make bbxes to pack 
them in ; and then we will leave them here, ready for any 
opportunity that may occur to remove them and us. For 
we may hope that, in the course of time, some providential 
Tessel may hover near us, and give us means to return to our 
native home, to bless with our riches and our presence those 
whom we fondly love.'* — "Ah! dear Edward!'* she ex- 
claimed, " it may indeed please God that we are to be the 
instruments of comfort to your family and to mine, and, 
with these riches, be a blessing to the poor." Thus saying, 
she embrac^ed me tenderly. 

There sometimes is a sort of foreseeing impulse in the 
mind that cannot be checked, and such was that which I 
now felt respecting the purpose of these bags of doubloons : 
my mind seemed assured of the possibilities of certain events ; 
- and contemplating them (though perhaps afar off) as if they 
really existed, I saw opportunities in a thousand shapes of 
quitting the island with our treasure ; and I desired to be 
ready for the favourable moment. I therefore hastened to 
get up some new canvass from the fore-cuddy of the brig, 
and as speedily cut it out into forty pieces, for as many bags. 
<'Now, my own Eliza," said I, ''you must sew up these as 
strongly as you can, and I will make boxes to pack them in ; 
so shall they be prepared for whatever may be our own des^ 
tiny." Here was at least a fortnight's employment for us; 
and, as my agricultural business had been for the present 
completed, we immediately began occupying ourselves with 
our task. During the remainder of the week we worked 
together at the treasure deposites; and this circumstance 
seemed a happy earnest connected with it. We did not, 
however, neglect our little dependants the while ; and there 
having been some showers of rain within the last few days, 
we fondly anticipated their salutary effects on our young 
plantations. 

On Sunday the 24th, we rested from our labours and kept 
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the Sabbath ; but I confess we did not feel so serenely devout 
on this day as had been usual to us : yet we read the service 
of the church, and engaged ourselves in other spiritual ex- 
ercises ; but our thoughts too often recurred to the strange 
discovery of the preceding week : still it was the Sabbath, 
and we found it so to our minds, for we prayed fervently to 
€rod for direction and support, to be our counsellor and com- 
forter, and not to permit us to forsake him and our Kfe of 
fcoly hope for any earthly considerations. 

On our coming on shore we were agreeably greeted neat 
the thicket avenue by the appearance of one of our fowls, 
with her brood of twelve ; and recollecting that another 
was fitting at the same time in the hatch, we visited her. 
just in time to aseast her little progeny to step down to the. 
green sward, or rather wild herbage : of these there were as 
many as thirteen, and I can truly say we were more delighted 
in seeing this increase to our family, than in finding all the 
treasure<< the one was unalloyed; the other was encom- 
passed with care and misgivings. My dear wife fed the 
ttiother hens, before our own breakfast, with plenty of bruised 
com, of which the little strangers endeavoured to partake ; 
while the two young pigeons also walked about pecking 
familiarly with the group ; and, notwithstanding the late dis- 
turbance I had occasioned in the cave, several of the older 
birds joined the feathered society, and fed with them. The 
armadillo was now so tame that he might have been let out ; 
but we thought, for fear of alarming our nursing party, we 
had best keep him a little longer in his enclosure^ 

After dinner we took a walk through the woodland region 
to the plantation, and there felt a renewal of our former pure 
happiness, while contemplating the progress our plants had 
made ; and with these renewed spirits we sat down under the 
great tree, feeling sensibly that the society of each other and 
&e favour of God was all wo required on earth to fill our 
hearts with joy and gratitude. Our dear httle dog also, now 
quite well, seemed to participate our lively pleasure in this 
emancipaticm from our long capti^ty in bag and cofiTer 
making ; and, if he could have spoken, would doubtless 
have pronounced a malediction on all buccaneers and their 
doubloons. We returned to our house an -hour before the 
sun dropped ; and, having read some ^apters in ihe Bible^ 
took our tea, and retired to rest. 

Monday^ 25th.— On rising this momingt I* as well bm mf 
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dear wife, could not he]p expressing a wish that we bad n^Ter 
found the treasure ; for it had discomposed our minds, and 
sadlj thrown us out qf the customary tenor of our employ- 
znents. However, having taken our resolution not to abso- 
lutely throw away, by utter neglect of its preservation, what 
we had dispovered, we continued to persevere in making the 
b^ifs and boxes, and all were finished by the following Satur- 
day morning. We then counted the contents of each old bag, 
as they were turned over into the new bags, and found each 
to contain exactly five hundred doubloons. I had made 
each box to hold three of the.bagii, which I packed closely 
with sand, thirteen boxes in all ; and there was one bag 
over, which I removed'to the plank house. We were heartily 
glad when the business was completed ; and so sick were 
we of it, ^hat I built up the wall again, shutting the whole 
in, without looking a second time into the great chest that 
contained so much gold in various shapes. 

In the course ,of the week, two of the ducks had brought 
out their broods, — one of eight, the other of ten ; and busy 
as we had been, we did not emit to carefully house them 
every evening in a place I had built for then near the spring. 

Sunday, March 3d.^ — We arose this morning and blessed 
God, as if delivered from some great calamity. Our hearts 
were again light, and we enjoyed ourselves, arm in arm, on 
deck, after .dressing for the day with a new delight. The 
sun was up, yet the morning was cool ; and we looked once 
more around, alive to all the beauties of nature that sur* 
rounded us. Surely there is something even in the touch 
of gold that demoralizes the man ! Such was my reflection. 
This Sabbath was past in great comfort of mind, and in the 
due exercises of religious duty. 

Monday, 4th. — We congratulated each other, on leaving 
our cabin this morning, that we had done with the counting 
and packing the doubloons; but nevertheless I smilingly 
remarked that J had large possessions both in land and 
;money, without a title to either I '^ But," said my dear wife^ 
with an answering smile, '^ if there is not any one to show % 
better title, possession here will surely give you the right. 
However," added she, more seriously, <^ we will leave the 
issue of our extraordinary situation in the hands of Him who 
placed us in it." — *« Just so, my love," I replied ; " and here 
we will leave the subject." 

3ut the subject was not so easily got rid of; it haunted 
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me in spke of myself. ^^ I should like, dear Eliza," said I, 
a little while afterward^ '^ to make another excursion to the 
summit of our promontory ; 'we ought not to neglect the 
possibility of discerning vessels in the ofling : and, besides, 
I wish to make some more observations on, our island with 
the spyglass, as the adventure with the peccaries has alarmed 
you and Fidele from any further excursions beyond our own 
immediate domain." To this proposition she made no ob^ 
jection ; and her little friend beinlg now quite recovered, we 
were enabled to march out again in due order. 

We accordingly harnessed -ourselves with pike and bill- 
hook, pistols and musket, and the ship's glass ; and my dear 
wife putting up refreshments in her basket, we stepped into 
the punt, and I rowed round to the farther extremity of the 
cotton-tree plantation. lYe landed, and proceeded through 
the wood to the foot of the hill ; and having deposited our 
basket under the tree at the commencement of the ascent, 
where on a former occasion I had cleared a pathway to the 
ravine, we beganto clamber and climb, and in about an hour 
we gained the summit of the promontory. 1 here looked 
attentively around, sweeping the* horizon with my glass 
wherever the land did not intervene ; but no sail was dis- 
covered. 1 then directed my eye to all the |hores of the 
blands within sight, but nothing presented itself worthy of 
attention, excepting some large black birds, hovering about 
the place where, the peccaries had been killed. We sup* 
posed these birds to be the carrion vulture, drawn to the 
spot, and perhaps even to the island, by the smeU'of dead 
and putrefying animals* We returned by ten o'clock to the 
tree where our provisions had been lefl ; and while I opened 
the basket, Eliza owned being a little disappointed in not 
having surprised another armadillo, to be a companion to her 
domesticated prize. We had, however, the pleasure to ob- 
serve some of the shaddoclcs, and oranges, and limes we had 
then sown, now above ground, and promising well. Our 
position was in deep shade, and therefore highly agreeable ; 
so that, after our fatiguing expedition up and down the side 
of the promontory, we enjoyed our collation, to which a 
cocoanut-shell of cool wine and water was an excellent 
appendage. 

After breakfast I moved the punt to the northeim part of 
the plantation, to save us the labour of carrying the basket ; 
and there landing again, I occupied myself an hour in cleaik- 
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ing tb6 ground round our yarious plants, which were all in 
high ¥egetation ; even the tobacco, and American com, and 
Virginian pumpkins were fairly up, and looking well. At 
ooon we rested under our arfoour tent, the dear cotton-tree ; 
andy being in a place of safety, gave ourselves up to sleep.* 
We were on foot again about three o'clock ; and visiting the 
little neighbouring spring for some cool fresh water, we 
there had the satisfaction of seeing both the shaddocks and 
orange plants (designed '4br two future groves) in green 
germ of growing luxuriance. We returned to dinner beneath 
the perpetual shade of our patriarchal tree : and, after finish- 
ing our meal, I cut some sticks from the adjoining thicket, 
to support the slender stems of the yams, which I thought 
required it by their seeming weakness ; for never having 
seen the yam grow, ^nd being quite ignorant of its culti- 
vation, I did that which appeared necessary. We returned 
by the punt, in the cool of the evening, and stepped on shore 
a little before sunset. I felt that we had not ehjoyed this 
4lay's excursion as we used to do ; the beauties of the place 
were not so much the subjects of remark as formerly, and 
nothing was said of its eligibihty for our permanent resi- 
dence. It was evident that the discovery of gold had in- 
stilled a subtfe poison into my mind at least, that continued 
its' secret operation in spite of all my excellent conclusions 
find good resolves. We were, however, much pleased with 
fleeing our two broods* of young ducks waddling up to their 
home as we landed ; and while my dear wife stood by them^ 
I ran up to the plank house, and brought down some 
bruised com, which I mixed with water for them in a hollow 
Bfone, close by the door of their habitation. We walked 
thence with the goats and their kids, and were met at our 
door by the gallant cock, and his numerous progeny. It 
was our next care to feed them, and to cut up a pumpkin 
for the goats, not forgetting a melon for the armadillo ; and 
all this gave us real gratification, very difierent indeed from 
the fevered hopes which arose from counting and packing 
the gold. After regahng oursehes with a damaged pine- 
apple, we retired to our marine abode, to pray and to rest. 
Tuesday, 6th^ — On rising in the morning, we talked over 
a little change in our accommodation. The increasing heat 
of the weather had made it rather unpleasant in the state- 
room at night, so I employed myself after breakfast in sling- 
ing a cot in the great cabin, it being more airy for a dormitory ; 
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and in the end it proved to be not only an agreeable, bnt'a 
healthy expedient. While I was thus employed, ray dear 
belpraate made us some johnny-cakes, a West Indian sort 
of tea-bread, and a pumpkin pie. I then went down to the 
crayfish craal, and was bringing one home with me, wheni 
in my walk back, I observed several young pumpkins, about 
the size of English penny rolls. I cut off^half a dozen, and 
put them in my basket : my wife, on seeing them, ex- 
pressed a fear that I had gathered them prematurely. 
•• Oh no !" I replied, " they eat them in America in this state ; 
and when boiled, and mashed with a little butter and pepper, 
they are as good as turnips."* This intelligence pleased 
her, for she had sometimes wished for some greener vegeta- 
bles to eat with our fish or meat than the yam or coccos. 
The crayfish was put on the fire, and also the young pump- 
kins ; and (reserving the pie for the morrow) we made an 
excellent and a salubrious dinner ; for we did not feel that 
inconvenience afler eating this smaller crayfish which wo 
had experienced on a former occasion, when we ate of the 
large one I took on the beach afler the storm. In the eve- 
ning I pursued some of our daily usual occupations ; and« 
when the stars appeared, we retired composed to our place 
of rest, anticipating a cool and comfortable sleep, in whicAi 
we were not disappointed. 

Wednesday, 6th. — We arose unusually refreshed, feeling 
as if we had slept in another climate, and quite delighted 
with our swinging bed. On coming on shore we visited our 
third hen, having calculated that her brood should be out 
about that time, and found her surrounded by a numerous 
progeny, no less than fourteen. By this accession we had 
altogether thirty-nine chickens ; a most welcome store 
towards our future subsistence. After breakfast I proposed 
to my dear wife^ that, as all my husbandry was completed 
for the season, I should seize the interval, and begin mj 
operations for constructing us a house on the open glade 
near the cotton-tree plantation ; for though we might hope 
it would please God, at some period, to afford us an oppor- 
tdnity to remove from the island to our native home, yet 
meanwhile it would be to our happiness to wait patiently on 
him for his own time, and think only on such matters as 

^* This appears to be exactly what is now reared and eaten in 
Mgland, under the name of vegetable marrow. — £p. 
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most directly and immediately coDcerlied ub. These were 
lier own fientiraents, and she was delighted in hearing me 
■peak as I had done.- Bu^she entreated, that whatever I did 
towards building the house, I would go about it leisurely, 
and not with that indefatigable zeal which hitlierto had mani- 
fested itself in the speedy iLccomplishment of every thing I 
undertook. I gave her my promise to be moderate in my 
exertions { assuring her that I would confine myself to four 
hours' work each morning, in the combined operations of 
getting materials from the ship, and in carrying them across 
Uie isUimuSy and conveying them by the punt to the nearest 
place below the intended site of our dwelling. 

After this di^ussion, while I was absent examining the 
success of my fish-pot, my dear Eliza recollected a large 
and small coffee-mill she had seen in the captain's cabin ; 
which, perhaps, he was taking for some friend at Honduras ; 
«nd she brought them on shore. <'£dward,'' said she, 
^' this large one will make a nice corn-mill for the poultry ; 
and I will roast some coffee^ and grind it in this,'* showing 
me the small mill, ^ it will save our tea, and be an agree- 
able change." I was much pleased at the sight of these 
mills, which had escaped my observation on board ; but I« 
was still more pleased with the kind and affectionate man* 
Der in which she introduced them to my potice. *' AAer we 
hsfe dined, darling," said I, ** we will Bt them both \tp for 
eervice, fastened against the eide of our palace." To-day 
we dined sumptuously on a fine fish I found in the fish pot, 
and, being firesh fi'om the sea, we relished it greatly. Our 
dear little dog, too, seemed to make a better dinner than he 
lately had' done on fish ; so that I was led to conclude he 
had discovered something different in the. taste, which per- 
haps in time would have rendered the live store in the cask 
even unwholesome. In the evening I fixed up the mills in 
the interior of our palace, and having brought some coffee, 
which we roasted in the fryingpaii, I ground it ; and my 
Eliza soon had the pleasure of presentbg me with a^ cup of 
its refreshing beverage. 

Thursday, 7th. — We arose with the dawn ; and, while I 
commenced my operations in the hold, to get up plankfl 
and boards, and soilxe long-squared pieces of timber, puf»> 
posely made for house-building at Honduras, my active 
JielpnHite went on shore to attend to our poultry ; and, while 
"feeding them, she was delighted with iQeeting the other two 
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BUSBiii^ duoksy and their broods, near the spring-head ; one^ 
had brought out nine, the other eight ; so that of the four 
broods^ y/^e mustered thirty-seven young ones. As the re* 
mainiog six old ducks were still marching about, we began 
to suspect they were all drakes ; and this suspicion was 
strengthened by observing a considerable difference in the 
appearance of their heads, contrasted with that of those now 
on duty over their broods. These Muscovy ducks are alto- 
gether, clumsy creatures; far inferior in point of form or 
plumage to those of England : the drake having little to 
distinguish him beyond an exuberance of red- fleshy excres- 
cence about his head* • 

After our own breakfast, I set to grinding corn ; and 
foiind the mill do so well, that we looked to it as a fruitful 
resource for our own use, in case we should be necessitated, 
by the spoiling of our flour through time, to eat Indian corn 
thus prepared in ^ts stead ; but we hoped that day was a 
long way ofl*, for the Americans press their flour so hard into 
tfamr casks, that air or damp cannot penetrate them. In 
the afternoon we walked over to the cocoantft grove, where 
1 employed myself hoeing for an hour ; and saw, with satis- 
faction, every thing in a flourishing condition. We finished 
our evening on the platform of our palace, as usual, and 
letired early to our vessel. 

I will now pass through the rest of the month, by observ- 
ing cursorily, that I worked for four hours in the morning of 
every week-day, getting forward the materials for building 
our residence on the open space beyond the silk-cotton 
tree ; and I also contrived to find time to maf^e a secure 
place with planks and fragments of the rock, covered in at 
thm top, under the larboard bow of the brig, for a bathing- 
place ; which proved a source of great comfort and delight 
to us both. Nor did I neglect to dress the ground at one 
or other of the plantations, every evening. My dear wife 
the while attended to the stock, and other domestic matters : 
always happy when the Sunday came round, being ever to 
U8 a Sabbath day. 

Monday, April 8th.— During the preceding month I had 
conveyed all the materials to the spot for our new residence. 
But maqy of the melons and pumpkins required gathering ; 
the corn was ripening apace ; and the yams and coccos 
would soon be fit to dig ; so that labour of a different kind, 
called on me to suspend further operations towards raising 
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our plantation-house. I hoirever set about erecting a tem- 
porary sbed near the great tree, to shelter the various pro- 
duce of our grounds, as I might be able to get them in. 
This operation brought round another week ; and on the 
Sabbath we blessed and praised God, and I rested from mj 
labour. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Mom) AY, 15th April. — While my dear wife and I wem 
enjoying our breakfast under the wide shadow of our arbour 
tree, we were struck dumb by the sudden appearance of a 
large canoe, between us and the opposite island. To arms 
was the first impulse ; I put my pistols, which were lying 
near us, into my belt ; and after looking at each other for a 
few moments with astonishment, I said, '^ Fear nothing, my 
beloved wife! They may be nothing more than a few 
harmless Indians, driven hither by some accident, I will 
Wave them to land.*' — *« Then," replied she, ** may our Grod 
be with us, as we mean them kindly I" I took her pike, 
and tied a white napkin, that lay in the basket, to it, as a 
flag ; and with it she and I ran to the highest part of the 
open ground, where we held it up, waving it, the more to 
attract their attention. In a few minutes the people dis- 
covered us, for they were little more than half a mile 
distant from the shore. They immediately turned the 
canoe's head towards our flag, and soon began to hail us ; 
but we could not understand them : our only answer, 
therefore, was still waving our signaU My dear wife, 
however, bethought herself of running back to the cotton- 
tree, whence she brought a fine melon, and held it up in her 
hand, while I continued to flourish my stafl* of invitation. 
They were now lying on their paddles, about a cable's length 
off, apparently in consultation. At sight of the melon they 
spoke to us again, and we heard the word *' amigos," or 
something very like it. The Latin I had learned at school 
made me catch at it. <' Amicus !" thought I, <^ that wiU 
do ;" and I hallooed out ^^ amigos !" as loudly as I could, 
imitating their pronunciation of the word, and again waving 
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the flag. On this they began' to paddle in earnesMowards 
us ; but we kept our commanding position, walking along 
the high ground as we approached the water, until we should 
see them more distinctly. As they drew near the shore, we 
discovered two men, two women, and a girl in the canoe, 
all negroes. I now perceived we had nothing to fear ; so I 
made signs to the men to row a little to the northward, that 
they might land clear of the rocks. Meanwhile, we pro- 
ceeded forward, with our dear little dog by our side, to meet 
them. We descended to the beach, just as the canoe touched 
the shore. The people did not jump on land instantly, but 
stood, or sat, surveying us attentively. At length the elder 
of the men stepped out, and stooping before me,, embraced 
ray kiiees. I raised him up, while my wife, with the look of 
an angel, gave him the melon ; and I, to show him I had no 
nuisgivings, took a clasp-knife from my pocket, and putting 
it into his hand unopened, made signs to him to cut the 
melon, and divide it among his party. It was a watermelon, 
and in their situation, parching with thirst, as we afterward 
learned, nothing could be more grateful or acceptable. He 
returned into the canoe, and opening the knife, cut the melon 
into slices, and presented it to his companions. As they 
ate of it; they looked much pleased ; and on our beckoning, 
they, all came out of the canoe, drawing it up a little after 
them on the shore, and sat down upon the beach, the elder 
man giving me back my knife. After they had finished with 
the melon, I made signs to the two men to rise and go with 
me, at the same time saying to my wife, "Will you be 
afraid to stay with the women ?" She answered with firm- 
ness, " Certainly not." * The men hesitated to leave the 
women, as they did not suppose that my dear partner was 
other than a caballero, till one of the women suddenly 
seemed to recognise her sex ; and then speaking to the men 
to that purpose, as I supposed, they re.adily went with me. 
I. took them to the silk-cotton tree, where our morning's 
provisions lay, which had scarcely been tasted when we dis- 
covered the canoe. I put the salt beef and biscuit, and 
other things, into the basket, giving if to one of the men to 
carry, and to the other the canteen with water. I then re- 
turned with them back to the beach : as we drew near, my 
companions laughed, and shouted to their women, who 
answered by clapping their hands, accompanied by some vo- 
ciferous expressions indicative ofjoy. I caused them to nxo^e 
Vol. 1.-15 
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a little higher up, where I spread the provision^ before them, 
of which they ail ate, drinking the water at times^with much 
eagerness, while my Eliza and myself walked about at a little 
distance. During all this affair Fidele never bafked, but 
kept quite close to the feet of his mistress, eying the? ne- 
groes with fear and suspicion. ^ 

When they had finished their repast, which was scanty 
enough for so many, I made one of them take up the empty 
basket, and another the canteen, and then proceeding in a 
body to the great tree, I signed to them to lay down to rest. 
They instantly obeyed, and all but the elder man fell asleep. 
He and I endeavpured to converse ; but could not under- 
stand each other in the least. I was, however, satisfied he 
spoke Spanish, though perhaps in the sort of way the negroes 
of Jamaica speak English. If he had spoken pure Castilian, 
I should not have understood him the better for H. All 
that I could comprehend was, that his name was Diego, and 
that he called the other man Shaver ; which, as he repeated 
it several times, caused my dear wife to smile, at which dd 
Diego laughed heartily, although ignorant of the joke. The 
man's name no doubt was Xavier, though pronounced in a 
manner that produced a ridiculous meaning to our English 
ears. Our mirth awakened Xavier,* who seemed quite happy 
when Diego explained to him the part he had borne in the 
jocular affair ; however, he soon lay down again, and 
dropped asleep. My dear wife then suggested, that as these 
poor strangers had but a spare breakfast, it were well to take 
Diego, and bring some provisions for their ampler dinner. 
T readily fell into her kindly idea ; and putting the basket 
into the negro's hand, he appeared to understand that his 
service was required, and followed us through the woodland 
region without showing any fear. He was delighted with 
the fountain of water hi the turn of the 'cave promontory, 
. and seemed greatly pleased on observing the broods of 
ducks, and the goats feeding by the stream. 

No doubt he expected to see a fine house, and plenty of 
people ; for after passing along the path' between the 
promontory and the rock, he looked around and around, 
and then at us, with a sort of amazement. He. then fol- 
lowed us closely up to the plank houses where we collected 
some "yams, biscuit, salt meat, and old pumpkins, with a few 
cocoanuts, and filled his basket. As we came out on the 
platform, he turned his eyes upon the brig, and then said 
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something to me. I made signs to inform him she had been 
wrecked, and that all but ourselves had perished. He un- 
derstood me completely ; his eyes instantly filled with tears, 
and he covered his face with his hands. Poor negro ! thy 
sympathies were awakened ; thou thyself, like ourselves, 
had been snatched from a watery grave! and the divine 
spirit breathed into man became manifest in thee at this 
mamentj without, perhaps, thy knowing that there is a God, 
and- that that God is your Father and ours ! My beloved 
Eliza was deeply affected by this language of universal 
nature, which so distinctly ^poke how much the poor negro 
compassionated our present situation. 

We proceeded on our retura.to his sleeping friends ;" but 
I stopped when we arrived at the rocky point; and taking 
up one of the rods which lay there,. I baited tlie hook with 
a bit of raw pork, which I cut off from a piece in the basket, 
and presenting it to my dear wife, I said to her, *^ Go, my 
Eliza, and catch us a fish." She received the rod from my 
hand ; and while Diego and I -stood at the base of the rock, 
she dropped the bait into our conservajtory, when a fish im- 
mediately took it, which, with a little exertion, she soon 
drew out upon the rock. Diego, on seeing the great size 
of the prize, caught in a moment, as he thought, from the 
sea, and by a white woman too (whom he believed could 
do nothing but yawn and count her beads), burst into an 
ecstasy, and sprung on the rock to disentangle the fish from 
the hook. My dear EHza thanked him with a smile, and 
the next instant he descended with the fish in his hand ; and 
my little angler, who now moved like a kid among the rocks, 
sprang from her position, and was by my side in a moment. 
Thus well provided, we returned to the cotton-tree within 
the hour, and found all the party still asleep. 

Diego seemed to think they had had repose enough, for 
he roused them immediately on our arrival. : they were much 
startled by the suddenness of his manner : the women, indeed, 
appeared somewhat frightened ; but the old fellow was a 
wag in his way, and seemed, by his laugh, to enjoy the con- 
• fusion he had occasioned ; while, with an air of triumph, he 
^held the fish over the face of one, and a great yam over 
Another, as the people lay close together. After rubbing 
their eyes, they one anc^ all began to talk and smile, and we 
rejoiced to see in our new companions nothing but what was 
cheerful and inoffensive. " Shaw veer," said I (imitating 
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Diego as well as I could in pronouncing the name), and at 
the same tinae taking him by the arm, "come with me/' 
He was much amused by hearing me endeavour to call him 
by name. I led him to a little distance, where there is a 
large upright stone standing between the cottoji-tree and the 
open ground ; and having taken with me a few leaves and 
some bits of stick, I struck a light there, and ignited the 
leaves and sticks, making signs to him, meanwhile, to build 
up a fire on that spot, tie was pleased with the occupa- 
tion, and soon called on one of the women, who was his 
wife: slie came to him. On this I put my hand ob his 
breast, saying '* Shaw veer," then touching his wife's shoul- 
der, at the same time pointing to him, and repeating his 
name, and then pointing to her; after the pause of a second 
he understood my question, and answered, "Hachinta :" I 
repeated the word, patting her on the shoulder, and then 
left them to collect wood and make up the fire. 

On returning to the cotton-tree, 1 found Diego in full 
detail to the other two women, or rather to the other woman 
and a girl about seventeen years of age ; the one his wife, 
the other his daughter : they seemed full of surprise : and 
I suppose he had told of his seeing the brig, and his under- 
standing our misfortune ; for at the moment I came close 
up to them, his wife fell before ^he knees of my dear Eliza, 
weeping and kissing her feet. This scene sealed our friend- 
ship for these poor outcasts ; and from that hour we cher- 
ished the feeling towards them of which they had set us so 
eminent an example. 

We now thought it best to retire to the plank house, and 
leave them to cook and eat their own dinner as they might 
please ; besides it was time that we ourselves should have 
some food. This determination being taken, I beckoned to 
Diego to follow me, and led him up to the little spring, 
where he replenished the canteen with water. On our 
return to the tree, we made them comprehend that we were 
going to retire for awhile ; but Diego, no doubt, had made 
his wife understand we were without any one to help us, for 
she took her daughter by the hand, pronouncing the word 
" Mira," and tendered her to my wife, giving her, at the 
same moment, a gentle ppsh, as much as to say, "I have 
turned you over." My dear Eliza looked so kindly on the 
girl that she showed no reluctailce in going along with her ; 
and we now left the cptton-tree arm in arm» followed by the 
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youDg negress and our faithful little dog, walking leisurely 
through the woodland region up to our wooden palace. 

Mira took small notice of any thing, yet did not appear 
sulky. As soon as we entered our house, her new mistress 
cut a muskmelon, and gave'her a slice of it, which she ate 
with evident pleasure ; while we, too, regaled ourselves with 
some of the same to stay our hunger until we could get 
dinner ready. I made haste to take a fish from the con- 
servatory, which having duly prepared, I returned in a trice, 
and gave it to Mira, who helped it into the kettle with much 
adroitness ; she also seemed to know what she was about in 
roasting the yams. When the dinner was read,v, it was 
served up on the table placed within doors ; and, afler 
taking for ourselves, I filled a plate and gave it to the' girl 
on the platform, where she ate with great composure. When 
she had finished it, I bored a young cocoanut for her ; first 
giving her the milk to drink, and then, cutting off the top, 
handed it to her, with a spoon, which she knew very well 
how to use, and with it ate the soft pulpi after showing 
signs of satisfaction in our kind treatment. 

After the dinner things were put away, and we had rested 
about a couple of hours, my dear wife made her maiden put 
four young cocoanuts into her basket, and with it we pro- 
ceeded to join her friends at the plantation. They were 
glad to see us ; and my Eliza, taking the cocoanuts, pre- 
sented them one by one to each of the party : they looked 
pleased at the promised treat in their hands ; but they had 
no knife, so I gave Diego the clasp-knife, and made signs 
to him to keep it, which delighted him exceedingly. They 
had done justice to the feast : the fragment's were not very 
heavy. 

Poor creatures ! they all appeared very much fatigued or 
exhausted ; and, as negroes do not require much prepara- 
tion for a lodging, they seemed quite content to take up 
their abode in the shed I had erected to store the vegetable 
productions in ; but to render it a little more comfortable, 
I made the men bring in a few planks, and place them- side 
by side upon the ground, for their beds ; this being done, 
my dear wife remained with the women, while the men and 
I went down and secured the canoe ; from which they 
brought up its thin sail to cover them at night. 

About four o'clock we left them, taking the girl with us; 
and on our arrival at the plank house my Eliza made g. Iw^^ 

15* 
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quantity 6f coffee in the teakettle, and sweetened it ; then 
pouring about three pints of it into a tin camp-kettle, she 
put it into one of Mira's hands, and into the other a basket 
containing biscuits and a small mug; making a sign to her 
to take them to her friends, which she answered by a plea- 
sant look, and instantly set out at a good pace. 

'* My honoured husband,'* said my dear wife to me after 
the maiden was gone, ^^ the coming of tliese people is an 
event so new and unexpected that I sometimes think 'it a 
dream ; however, I doubt not Providence hath brought them 
for their good and ours, poor creatures! God hath been 
merciful to them as to us ; and it is our duty to share what 
we have with them. Indeed, they seem grateful, and dis- 
posed to be our servants, if we please to make them so." — 
" We will be kind to them, my dear Eliza," I replied ; " but 
for their happiness and our own, they must be accustomed 
to look up to us for every thing, and therefore be made to 
serve us as servants, but not as slaves." — " My Edward," 
she replied, ^' your judgment is always most prudent as well 
as most kind ; and I hope we shall be able in tioie io teach 
them to know that God who delivered them from death, and 
placed them herein security and abundance." 

In this strain our conversation continued until near sun- 
set, when Diego returned with his daughter, bringing the 
empty baskets and tin kettle, and making many signs of 
thanks, bowing profoundly before us ; after which he went 
away, and led her with us. The girl was nearly worn out 
by the recent fatigue and anxiety she had undergone ; and 
we ourselves, being somewhat weary with our hospitable 
exertions, retired early to the ship ; but she did not follow 
us quite so willingly as before, when she saw us about to 
embark. However, a kind look from my Eliza, and my 
showing her the vessel was fast moored, prevailed over her 
reluctance, and we spread a bed for her on the cabin floor. 

Tuesday^ 1 6th. — We arose with the daWn, but Mira was 
fast asleep., I dressed myself, and left my wife to awake 
her, and follow me on shore. Without more ado, I walked 
over to the plantation, where I found the two men and their 
wives out before the shed. They, greeted me with evident 
grateful feverence ; and I, having shown them a kind salu- 
tation on my part, took Diego by the arm, as a sign to go 
with ^me, which he did ; and leading him to the beach, I 
rowed him round in the punt to the rocky point We then 
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Hrew up the fish-pot, where I found two fiah, which we 
brought on shore. I made him prepare them for dressing, 
and then baited the fish-pot with the entrails. This done» 
we carried up our work to the plank house, where we met 
my wife with her maid, ascending from the iressel. Diego 
scarcely knew his daughter, her mistress having made her 
bathe, and dress herself in clothes she presented her with ; 
namely, a white chemise and petticoat ; after which, my dear 
Eliza tied a coloured bandana kerchief gracefully round 
the girl's head. Mira was quite elated, and showed herself 
with pride to her father, turning round. and round with a sort 
of dancing step. He smiled, and patted her shoulder, 
bowing to us ; while we put some yams into one of the 
baskets, with a couple of melons and the fish. 1 then made 
signs to him to depart to his companions, which he did joy- 
ously ; no doubt anticipating the pleasure with which he 
and his acceptable store would be received. 

We now adjourned to our own breakfast of coffee and 
biscuit, of which Mira also partook, though at a respectful 
distance, sitting at oiir feet with Fidele l^y her side, on the 
platfbrm : he, good dog, \^ith equal content, ate his crumbs 
without grumbling! During breakfast, I complimented my 
wife on the change she had made in Mira ; adding, that I 
thought it might be well to give the whole party two suits of 
clothes each. She delighted in the idea ; and we soon 
brought from on board the articles necessary for the /nen, 
from the seamen's chests. She then accompanied me, Mira 
carrying the bundles, to the cotton-tree plantation, where I 
was to see the negroes array themselves, while she would 
'bring the women back with her for a similar purpose. The 
latter, on seeing Mira's gay. appearance, required po further 
inducement to follow their new mistress ; and the females, 
returning altogether, left me with the two men, whom I led 
to the beach, and soon made comprehend my meaning. 
They threw aside their dirty partial covering, and, having 
given themselves a thorough washing, each put on a check 
shirt and^ white duck-trousers, which I handed them, and 
looked neat enough. I rolled up the two duplicate suits ; 
and signed to them they were for cjiange. Both men kissed 
my bands, seeming very thankful : afler which I caused 
Diego to dig a hole in the sand, and bury their tattered old 
garments. 

I now walked my men over the places of my agricultural 
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labours, and tried to make them comprehend that the pro- 
duct was to go into the shed ; at the same time putting the 
spade and the hoe into Diego's hands, as much as to say, 
" I deliver all these things into your care ;" and he under- 
stood me. He knew all the plants ; and when he saw the 
tobacco shoots, he put his finger and thumb to his mouth, 
imitative of smoking : and instead of looking contemptu- 
ously atjmy hdf-dozen sugar-canes, or on the general insig- 
nificancy of the plantation, he evidently expressed wonder 
at seeing them there at all, by first pointing at them, and 
then at me, and then looking upwards, as much as to say, 
'< I only wonder that you alone,, and a white man, could have 
accomplished this, situated as you are V* I proceeded next 
to the great body .of planks, and other timber, which I had 
deposited near the place intended for our house ; and having 
pointed to the timber, I was about to mark out two spots in 
the rear, for them to erect each a hut for themselves, when 
Xavier, with a grin of sudden joy, touched his own hands, 
and then the timber, and quickly drawing aside a plank^ 
began a sort of pantomime, by which I as promptly under- . 
stood that he was a carpenter — a» discovery that pleased me 
exceedingly. We then proceeded to the sites I destined for 
their huts, where I marked out an oblong square for each, 
sixteen feet by twelve, with which Xavier seemed well satis- 
fied. At this instant my dear partner appeared, with h^r 
three damsels, all looking equally clean and neat, and in 
high spirits ; and the whole party congratulated each other 
by bows, quite significant of mutual respect at meeting each 
other in such unusual finery. 

Short as the time was that we had been together, enough 
had passed to establish perfect confidence ; so that my gentle 
Eliza did not hesitate to remain with Diego and the women, 
while I took Xavier to the ship, to help himself to a saw, 
an axe, and ap adze, and such other things as he might re- 
quire. He was highly amused with the construction of the 
plank house, which I showed him in our way ; and he viewed 
it over and over again, inside and out, to my no small enter- 
tainment too. After getting, our carpenter tools, we made 
quick march back to the plantation, and in less than an hour 
I had the satisfaction to see both Diego and Xavier engaged 
in their respective employments. <^ I am happy to see this,'* 
said^^my dear wife ; " it has pleased God, my Edward, to 
relieve you from a toil that, in ^uch a climate, could not 
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have been pursued without ultimate destruction to your 
health." I indeed gratefully acknowledg>ed the signal provi- 
dence ; and iny sweet angel (whose soul was always full of 
heavenly thoughts) soon afler left us, taking with her Mira, 
and her mother Rota, with a view to prepare food for us and 
them. As Diego was not using the spade, Xavier borrowed 
it, and commenced digging holes for the uprights of his hut ; 
but the ground proved rocky, being a red sandstone, hard 
within a few inches of the surface soil, so that he could not 
accomplish his purpose with it. I therefore took him to the 
plank house, and gave him the crowbar I had used in 
removing the stones of the cavern ; and at the same time I 
made'himtake with him another hoe and spade, and signed 
to him to find bis way back to Diego. I remained with my 
wife, who, with her womefn, I found very busy boiling salt 
beef and pork, and making flour cakes. 

Not needing my help, 1 left them, and returned on board 
to get up some bags of nails of various sizes ; and, with a 
view of expediting Xavier's work in completing the huts, I 
brought some pieces of torn sails on shore, of which there 
was an abundance. On rejoining Eliza after this my task, 
I found dinner on the table, and Rota departing with our 
largest basket, well replenished with beef and pork, and 
:flour cakes, for her friends at. the plantation : ray dear wife 
had also furnished her with four knives, two tin cups, and two 
wooden platters, to eat off. The good n egress had proved 
herself handy in the culinary art ; so that, to my great satis- 
faction, the object of my anxious care had not been under 
the least necessity, as heretofore, of broiling herself over 
the fire. As we sat down to dinner^ she was sensible of this 
relief; and although she had never munxmred, she now smil- 
ingly acknowledged her obligation to the assistance she had 
received. It were, perhaps, difficult to ascertain whether we 
or the negroes rejoiced most in the providential cotinexion 
which our similar misfortune had brought about. No doubt 
their change was very great : escaped from slnpwreek, and 
most likely from slavery, hitherto strangers to Christian kind- 
ness, they must feel sensibly the comfort of their lot We^ 
on our part, valued their services, and hoped, by kind and 
wise measures, to secure their iittachment, and consequent 
happiness. I knew there was nothing pressing at the plant- 
ation for Diego to do; I therefore sent Mira for him, in 
about an hour after we had dined, which message was con-* 
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reyed by my merely pronouncing the name of " Diego," and 
pointing for her to go. They soon returned together, when 
I took him to the ship's side, and gave him the bags of nails 
to carry, and then showed him the canvass which I had also 
deposited there ; by which he understood me, that he was 
to come back for it, and take all safe to the silk-cotton-tree, 
whither I and my hdusehold, that is* my wife, Mira, and 
Fidele, leisurely preceded him. I easily made Xavler un- 
derstand, that the canvass was to be nailed to the sides of 
bis structures, instead of boards ; and also, for the present, 
to be used as a covering to tlie roofs. He had not been idle 
during my absence, having excavated several places for the 
uprights of, one hut, which, he explained to me,were^to be 
made by sawing a plank lengthwise into tiiree — a very good 
idea. He saw I comprehended him, and expressed my satis- 
faction. While I stood by^ Diego took the crowbar, and 
went on with the hole digging ; while Xavier commenced 
with the saw, no doubt proud to show me how well he could 
handle it ; and, indeed, I was highly gratified in seeing him 
• quite at home in his work. In the midst of this, we were 
agreeably surprised by seeing the two women take a hoe 
each, and go over among the Indian corn, and commence 
hoeing the ground well up round all the stems. No doubt 
Diego had sent them ; but it was a heartfelt delight to us, to 
observe such a spirit of industry manifested by the whole 
party. 

W^ile they were at work my dear wife and myself walked 
arm in arm about the plantation ; we visited our shaddock 
and orange plants at the north-east corner, and marked with 
pleasure the rapid growth of the latter. Strange as it may 
appear, we felt ourselves exalted in rank by the situation 
in which we then stood ; and, without being tainted by pride, 
we experienced a sentiment within, which, affecting our ex- 
ternal demeanour almost unconsciously, was likely the more 
to maintain our dignity with our people, without lessening 
our real kindness and sympathy towards them. As we 
walked along, my dear Eliza oflen exclaimed, *' How gra- 
cious is God, my Edward ! How, in a day, has he taken off 
all our burdens, and made ys the protectors and supporters 
of those he has sent to serve us !" On coming round again 
where the melons gtew, she requested me to cut two that 
^ were ripe, one of which she sent by Mira to her father, and 
, the other she cut in pieces, and gave it to Rota and the 
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other woman, whom they called *'' Hachinta," a name that 
puzzled us a good deal, but which, I have since learned, the 
Spaniards write " Jacinta." 

. As the sun was'now linking towards his setting, and there 
was plenty of provisions lefl from the people's dinner, for 
their after-meals, we took our leave of them for the day.— 
When returning ta our -little land home, my wife and her 
damsel engaged themselves a few minutes in housing the 
broods of ducks, which we found still loitering about the 
spring ; from whence we walked leisurely up to the plank 
house, followed by the goats; they and their kids here received 
some slices of pumpkin from their mistres^^s caressing hand. 
The- poor armadillo, too, was soHciting food at the bars of 
his enclosure, which was bestowed by the same kind donor. 
Mira had never seen one of these creatures, so it excited her 
wonder, and elicited some ejaculatory remarks, to us not quite 
intelligible. 

Coffee was soon in preparation ; on handing which, the 
negro girl raised a smile in my wife and myself, by calling 
her Eliza, when she addressed her, in presenting it. This 
was very natural, having heard me bo address my wife ; but 
I thought it right to show her the proper distinction ; and 
although I was ignorant of the Spanish language, yet I 
knew it called ladies Donna and Seiiora ; I xherefore said, 
•** No : Senora." Mi-ra instantly corrected herself, repeating 
'* Seiiora," with an inclination of the body. When the girl 
went over to the fire, my dear Eliza laughed, saying, "I shall 
fancy mysfelf a heroine in Gil Bias ; but you are right, Ed- 
ward." After coffee I regaled myself with a cigar : at the 
sight of it Mira was delighted, and, without losing a moment, 
had brought me a iirestick to light it ; after which she stood 
near, to enjoy the fragrant smoke as it issued from my mouth. 
We did not, iiowever, stay long enough to encounter the 
sand-flies, but moved to our vessel in good time, preceded 
by Fidele, and followed by our maid,* who ndw showed no 
fear. 

Wednesday, 1 7th. — I arose, as usual, with the dawn ; and 
leaving my wife and her damsel to get together some things 
for our waterside laundry, went to inspect the fish-pot, in 
which I found three fine fish. I threw two of them into the 
conservatory, reserving the other for the day's table ; and 
when my dear wife and Mira came on shore, we breakfasted 
imoiediately, to give more time for business ; and after the 
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meal, my Eliza named *' Rota" and " Hachinta," pointing 
to Mira to go for them. * She went, and in a short time 
returned with them. My wife then gave each of the women 
a second suit of clothes, and making them bundle up the linen 
to be washed, directed them to curry it before her to the 
streamlet, while she took the two washing mallets in her 
own hand, and a piece of soap ; part of my good aunt's 
supply, which, afler our first essay, w« had found necessary 
to the perfect cleansing of our linens, notwithstanding the 
unparalleled cleverness of my two wooden-headed damsels 
in the washing department. When arrived there, she set her 
laundresses to work in the water, without any trouble or 
difficulty. When they were fairly engaged, we walked 
away, followed by Mira, to the plantation, to see what the 
men were about, and tb give our attentive little maid an 
opportunity of explaining to them how the women were 
employed. We found both men busy in erecting the up- 
rights, six of which Xavier had sawn out ; and both, now 
active workmen, appeared quite happy, and perfectly recov- 
ered from the exhaustion occasioned by their fatigue in 
escaping from the shipwreck. 

My dear wife and I had determined, when speaking to 
them, not to repeat any of their words, excepting their own 
proper names ; hoping by this to compel them to loam our 
language. On this principle I began to school Xavier, by 
pointing to the several instruments he used, at the samo time 
calling them respectively by their names ; by which process 
he and his companions, male and female, soon acquired a 
very competent knowledge of our terms for all the common 
articles of life ; we always remaining silent when through 
any forgetfulness they named them in Spanish. Mira had 
told them about her mistake in addressing my wife ; after 
which both the men, when naming her in any way, called 
her <* La Seiiora ;" and so did the two women on comibg 
over with Mira in the morning. 

While the men were at work we sat down under the shade 
of our noble tree ; a place always agreeable and interesting 
to us, but now doubly so, since from it we had first descried 
our great and present help. <* This indulgence won't do, 
Edward l" suddenly exclaimed my Eliza, sweetly smiling ; 
<* I must mind my own duties, and go to superintend our 
domestic concerns : the women are with the linen at the 
brook ; 'and (Unner must be got for the whole party." She 
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went, while I continued for on hour looking over the tneni 
and was much pleased with the progress they made in the 
eonetruction of the hut, and particularly with the scientific 
way in which Xavier went to work. When finished, each 
of these habitations would be at least twice as commodious 
as the plank house ; and seeing that he perfectly understood 
what he was about, 1 made up my mind not to interfere, but 
to leave "him at once to the completion of the whole. In 
my walk home, as I passed the Indian corn, I pulled some of the 
fall heads called cobs, and took^ them with me to roast ; for 
in that green state they taste something like young pease. 
On my arrival I found the cooking business' in high order. 
My dear helpmate had taken Mira, with her basket, to the 
pumpkin beds near the cave-spring ; where we had planted 
that useful vegetable on our first landing, and wheM^ it now 
grew in abundance. A great stew of salt pork, with a due 
proportion of vegetables and pepper pods, was going for- 
ward. At noon Mira was sent over to the cotton-tree for 
the men, and, when they arrived, they and their wives found 
their dinner spread on the ducft-hatch, near our pleasant 
fountain. They all seemed delighted with the Yankee stew, 
and the cool place we had chosen for them to eat it in. 
After dinner the men returned to the plantation, and the 
women to their task at the streamlet : the latter being only 
a few yards distant from their shady dining-room. 

My dear Eliza and myself had^ agreed to dine later than 
usual : our labour being now little, our appetites were less 
importunate ; and besides, we felt it would be well to attend 
to the wants of our people first. It wa^ therefore time 
enough to raise the fish-pot after they had returned to their 
work ; which I did, and with great success, finding in it no 
less than five fine groopers : I threw four of them into the 
conservatory ; and calling our maid, gave her the remaining 
one to prepare for dressing, and then take to her mistress. 
Having baited and replaced the fish-pot in the sea, while 
our repast was getting ready I ** walked into our pumpkin 
and melon ground, between the rocky point and rivulet, and 
was gratified on observing how the whole plantation was 
coming on, many of all sorts being already fit to eat ; a 
matter of greater gratulation because of our increased party ; 
as our original store of fruits and vegetables was quite ex- 
hausted, excepting a few yams and coccos. However, as I 
found by the present crop before me that there was no leaaon 

YoL. L'-'ie 
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why we should be stingy of them, having plenty of seedtf 
for more, I cut a couple of the melons, and took them home 
to ray wife ; one of whioli we ate aAer dinner, dividing it 
with the armadillo, who was now brought out for the first 
time, and seemed not all disposed to run away, though still 
something afraid of Fidele ; rolling itself up every time 
the little dog attempted to play with it. 

While eating our fruit 1 remarked to my wife that I 
thought it would be prudent to remove the bag of doubloons 
from the shelf to my trunk in the yes^l, lest curiosity might 
induce Mira some day or other to pry into its contents, and 
inform her frieqds of our riches. Eliza saw the propriety 
of the measure, which in the course of the aflernoon 1 car- 
ried into efiect. The wdmen finisliejd their task before 
sunset ; when Mira went for the men, s^d brought them to 
regale, with their wives, on coffee and iflour cakes, where 
they had dined. After that favourite beverage, they came 
up of themselves to the plank house, and in their grateful 
delight danced before us while we sat at tea : we could 
have dispensed with this nfark of their satisfaction, but, for 
the sake of the feelings that dictated it, we showed nothing 
like disapproval. Afler they had finislied, Diego, who ap- 
peared quite a courtier in his way, bowed several times to 
the senora and myself; and looking archly at me, with a 
smile, said, '^ Don Eldvardo! cigarro?'' putting his finger 
to his mouth, and pufiing from the lips as if he were smoking. 
I took the hint, and presented him with one cigar, and 
Xavier with another; then pointing in the direction of the 
cotton-tree plantation, they took their leave. I could not 
afiTord to smoke regularly myself and to supply them also ; 
I therefore did not indulge myself this night : so after my 
dear wife and Mira had attended to the security and com- 
fort of our live-stock, I fastened our door as usual, and re- 
tired early with my household to our marine lodgings. 

Thursday, 18th. — On this day and the two following the 
men continued steadily at work upon the first hut ; Diego, 
meanwhile, employing Hachinta with the hoe among the 
corn and other plants in the neighbourhood of their occu- 
pation. Rota was chiefly at the plank house with Mira and 
her<i«iistress, assisting in smoothing the clean clothes, and in 
cogking provisions. I found sufficient to do on board, looking 
over the bills of lading to refresh my memory, and in select- 
ing out such things as might be required for coming events. 
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Sunday, 2 1st. — We arose as usual with the dawn. 1 took 
my bath, dressed ibr the Sabbath, and went on shore, leav- 
ing my wife with Mira to go through the same ceremony. 
I hastened to the plantation to prevent the men working, 
and arrived just as they were about to commence. I stopped 
them, but felt much embarrassed how to explain my motive, 
and what I meant to inculcate. The poor fellows looked a 
little astounded : they apprehended something wrong ; and 
the more so, because my aspect was graver (ban ordinary. 
Then extending my arm, as if to demand attention, I held 
up the extended fingers of one hand, with two of the other, 
bending them in succession, and making a sign of to toorkf 
until aAer I had bent the sixth ; I then, bending the other* 
knelt on a plank that lay beside me, and raising my hands to' 
heaven in this attitude, I prayed, <^ Bless these people, O 
Lord, with thy holy spirit; that they, even they may be 
brought to a knowledge of thee, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." Diego repeated, " Jesu Christo," and crossed him- 
self. J was pleased to perceive that I was understood, and 
that the name, at least, of Christ was not a strange sound 
in their ears. We put the working implements in the shed ; 
then, pointing to my clean dress, I gave them to understand 
that they must go to the sea and wash, and put on fresh 
clothes, they and the women also. 

I now returned to my dear wife, to inform her of my 
success ; for in talking this matter over, we had much feared 
there would be great difficulty in making a first impression. 
She greeted me in her straw hat, which she had not worn for 
some months ; and I was agreeably surprised to see her in 
it again : besides, it was a welcome evidence of a return- 
ing step t6 civilized life. She had made Mira, also, look 
very pretty ; if a negro wench could ever be so transformed 
to an English eye ! 

' ' Cakes bad been baked, and salt meat boiled, on the pre- 
ceding day ; so that there was nothing to do now but to heat 
the coffee ; and when it was nearly ready, Mira was sent to 
summon her friends to breakfast. We had debated on the 
idea of allowing them to eat with us on Sundays: many 
arguments presented themselves for and against; but we v 
decided, I think prudently, that such intimacy might pos- 
sibly prove dangerous, not only to our peace, but to our 
ultimate safety ; and we therefore determined to treat them ' 
kindly, but yet in no way to compromise the authority we 
h^i 80 tveU eatabliabe^. They all booh «i^^^w^^ niSSJsx wa 
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damsel, and made their obeisance to usl as we sat before 
the plank house on the platform. The)^ (poked very clean 
and neat, and we complimented them, by signs, on their 
attention to our directions. We then desired Mira and her 
mother to take the provisions prepared to the duck-hatch 
for their breakfast : the thing was soon done, for they all 
gave a helping hand, finally leaving Mira with us, who very 
quickly, and even nicely, set out the table for our repast. 

As we ate we discussed the propriety of having the people 
at the morning service ; and we agreed to do it : for although 
they could not understand what we should read, yet tiiey 
would comprehend that we were employed in devotion. 
However, we agreed to shorten the service, by ouiitting the 
lessons, which we would read to each other when alone; 
and my Eliza ofiered to sing a hymn at the beginning and 
ending of the prayers. To instruct these poor blacks in 
file elements of Christianity required time and a power of 
communicating our knowledge by language. After the 
breakfast things were put away, and the interior of our 
palace, now to be our church, was put in order, i sent. Mira 
for her people; and not being ashamed of the sign of the 
cross, I seized on Diego's acknowledgment of its sacred 
import, and, when they assembled, I took a little water, and 
dipping my finger in it, moved it on the forehead of each one 
present, saying, ^'' May it please thee, O God, to add this in- 
dividual to thy holy church," And this being done, my 
wife, while we yet stood, sang an appropriate hymn, in in- 
deed angelic strains, which seemed to make a striking efiect 
on her hearers. We now knelt down : they all followed pur 
example; and I repeated the Lord's prayer, and belief, and 
confession of sins, with heartfelt energy. We then rose; 
and I read the general thanksgiving, followed by ^^ We praise 
thee, O God V after which my wife sang another beautiful 
hymn; and this short service was concluded by my repeats 
ing the benediction of dur churchy When it was finished, 
I took each of the people cordially by their hands, as did my 
dear wife, and pointing immediately after to heaven, ex* 
claimed, with the fervour of inspiration, <* Bless us, O Lord ! 
bless thy people!" The prayer-book was then shut, and 
put carefully and respectfully away ; after which we all went 
out together, my soul's partner taking my arm, which ex- 
ample the other men and their wives reverentially imitated ; 
poor forlorn Mirai %ni fidelet |bllowip|^ separately in ^lur 
iraw» 
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I knew it would be impossible for these uninformed human 
beings to pass the whole of a day in absence from labour, 
without drowsy sluggishness of mind, unless they had some 
amusement; so we thought it might be well to allow them 
to visit some of thie distant shores of the islands, in their 
canoe. With this intent, we l)ent our course through the 
woodland region; atnd after looking with approbation on 
Xavier's work, we walked down to the canoe, which had 
been washed out very clean ; and making a sign to the men 
to get into it, and row us round to the plank house beach, 
they obeyed with alacrity; leaving their women clapping 
their hands with a sort of childish delight, as we puslied off. 
After they had landed us, we sent tbeoii back for their wives, 
with whom they quickly returned, the canoe being very swift; 
not like my heavy, though useful, punt, which, with great pro- 
priety, may be compared to a donky that carries sand, and 
the canoe to a nimble-footed pony. On the party rejoining 
us, my wife went with Rota and Mira to the plank house, 
where she filled the large basket with cold provisions for 
the proposed excursion ; and on its being brought down, I 
made signs to Diego to put it in the canoe ; then, pointing 
to the island opposite, showed him I wished him to go there, 
but to return before sunset. He paused a moment; and 
putting his hand to his mouth, as he would drink, pronounced 
the word '' water;" I nodded; and he set off on foot for the 
canteen, which had been left at the' plantation. Though I 
believed there was no cause fo^ fear, yet I thought the party 
should have some means of defejice ; so by the time he re- 
appeared with the canteen, I had fetched the two half- pikes: 
one I gave to him, and the other to Xavier, with which they 
were much pleased, and both immedlateiy stepped into the 
canoe, beginning in the same moment to shove off; for he 
had not understood that they were to take the women. T, 
however, stopped the movement, and taking hold of Rota, 
put her arm under mine, and walking about thus for a second 
or two, pointed to Diego, and tlien to tho island : by this, 
they instantly comprehended that it was a party of pleasure 
we intended them; and the women again clapped their 
hands and laughed, when they obeyed the kindly sign of 
my dear wife's hand also, who presented them a couple of 
melons when they stepped into their boat. Tn short, the 
whole party pushed out into the lake in great glee, and rowed 
Bwiflly towards tbe opposite shore. 

16* 
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When they were fairly off, withiDg to observe theniy I 
went up to our house for the spyglass^ which I slung across 
tny shoulder ; my pistols, as usual, occupying my belt ; 
and giving my Eliza my arm, we and Mira, and our 
faithfu( little dog, strolled leisurely through the woodland 
region, and took post under the great tree. From tbb point 
we watched the canoe, until we saw the people land on the 
opposite island, in a bay which appeared to be bounded on 
each side of its beach bv a ledge of rocks, having a beautiful 
and finely-wooded conical hill of considerable elevation on 
the north, and a steep rocky promontory on the south, with 
well-wooded hills in the background, apparently half a mile 
or rather more from the shore. 1 then adjusted tlie focus 
of the spyglass, and soon discovered each man and his wife, 
according to our example, walking arm-in-arm up the be^ch, 
each of the men also holding his pike. My own dear wife 
could not steady the glass so as to bring the objects to 
bear on it ; I therefore placed three sticks at a little distance 
from each other in the ground, crossing them near the top, 
which presenting a rest for the glass, she could then see dis- 
tinctly all their movements. M ira too, from the same posi- 
tion, caught the objects instantly ; at which she was both 
astonished and delighted, running once or twice from one 
end of the glass to the other, looking both ways in added 
amazement In about half an hour we saw the party re- 
embark, and row around the rocky shore to the northward, 
where they landed again on a sandy beach, from whence 
they walked up towards the woods. However, they soon 
returned, and again rowed along shore, sometimes ob- 
served by one, and sometimes by the other of us : but Mira 
was most indefatigable, no doubt that she might be able to 
astonish them, by telling them all they did while away. 

When the sun had passed the meridian, and hkving traced 
them to the farther end of the sandy beach, where they opened 
their basket and sat down under the rocks to dine, we took up 
our spyglass, to retrace our steps to the plank bouse, where 
our own cold dinner was laid to receive us at one o^clock. 
We ate with thankfulness, blessing God for all the bounties 
with which his providence had loaded us. By way of dessert, 
we regaled ourselves with a fresh muskmelon aild a little 
wine ; the former of which we shared with Mira and the 
armadillo. The spyglass was again placed on a rest, and 
after I had discovered the canoe, Mira undertook to watch 
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it, while 017 £liz«*8 gentle Toice read to me ae? enl chapters 
of Ezekiel. When she had finished, we prayed together to 
God for the cootinuance of his grace, and to pardon any 
thing we had done amiss this day, in our zeal for convertieg 
the poor negroes to a knowledge of his will. 

VVe DOW took a peep at our wandering friends, and traced 
them into the creek beyond the place in which we had had 
the encounter with the Peccaries. My wife, on seeing this^ 
expressed some apprehension at the idea of their meeting 
any of those creatures, and being hurt. But I told her, as 
they appeared all safe iq the creek, having therefore passed 
the place, there could now be no reason to fear : however, 
Mira was deputed to watch their egress from the creek 
again. Meanwhile my Eliza and I sauntered about, amus- 
. ing ourselves with throwing corn to the poultry, the young 
of which had now attained a good size. After a time Mira 
began to show uneasiness ; she was tired of watching, and 
they had not appeared. But, on my taking the glass, I dis- 
covered two of the party at the extremity of our isthmus ; 
guessing they had reached it by having compassed the back 
of the huge steep rock at the bottom of the little bay. When 
I directed the glass so that Mira could discern them, she 
seemed quite pleased, but nevertheless rather astonished. 
About an hour before sunset, we saw them row out of the 
creek, and this was a signal with us for getting cofiee ready 
to meet their return : we meant it for a treat : and as we 
had many casks of Irish butter in our vessel, my dear wife 
added a frugal portion of that luxury to the nice flour cakes 
Mira now put before the fire to warm. I thought the men 
would stop and take a look at the cocoa^ut grove on their 
way ; but they did not ; so our maid had just time to place 
the cofiee with the hot bread and butter, for her friends on the 
duck-hatch near the spring, as the canoe came to the shore. 

As they were landing, we hailed them with a smile and a 
few words spoken with a kind accent, which made their 
meaning quite intelligible. Mira, meanwhile, met them, to 
tell them of the comfortable repast we had ordered to be 
ready for their landing ; and all, in their various ways, 
evinced pleasure and gratitude at the kindness. But Diego 
would not lead to the hatch until he had taken me to the 
canoe, where T saw several crayfish, and a great many large 
shells, among which were some rock oysters : he had also 
brought a variety of plants, or their leaves, and some roots. 
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I could not tell him that to collect such things was not the 
object of his excursion, and that I would rather he should 
not so employ himself on the Sabbath-day ; but I owed it to 
his motive to appear pleased, feeling Ihat he had done no 
moral wrong. This over, he departed to his coffee, quite 
satisfied with himself and me. When he joined the party, 
we heard Mira's tongue going, interrupted only by the laugh- 
ing of Xavier, and sometimes of the women, or of the whole 
party. Doubtless she was telling them the knowledge she 
had of all they did in their absence : but Diego soon guessed 
the truth of the matter, we supposed, for he patted her on the 
back, and looking her in the face, said something very 
knowingly, laughing also, as it were, triumphantly. All, 
however, seemed to continue their good-humoured jests ; 
and, while we walked at a distance, we observed Rota make 
herdaughter taste the buttered cake, which, indeed, appeared 
a great treat to the whole party. When they had finished 
their meal, the men came respectfully to me, and I went 
with them again to the canoe, where they delivered to me 
the two boarding-pikes. I then showed Diego that he must 
deposite the crayfish, oysters, and conchs he had brought, 
into the crib which I had made for the crayfish I had caught 
some time previous at the head of the creek. While the 
men pushed ofi*in the canoe to obey my orders, the women 
kissed my dear wife's hand,- and proceeded through the 
woodland region to join their husbands at their but. We 
now returned to our palace and refreshed ourselves with 
tea ; but Mira did not seem to relish it as well as her friends 
had done their cofiTee : she however did not the less enjoy 
her cakes, and drank some warm water and sugar with them, 
which seemed quite palatable to her taste. As the evening 
closed, she and her mistress scattered some corn for the 
fowls and pigeons ; and we then all retired, peaceful and 
happy, to our vessel, and to sleep. 

Monday, 22d. — The early dawn found us up, and active 
to pursue our occupations for the week. My wife employed 
herself in many domestic arrangements with the women. I 
visited the men, supplying them from time to time with what 
was wanted for the work from the vessel ; which kept me 
going to and fro several times during the forenoon. Such 
was the great progress they made with the hut, that before 
evening they had even fitted on a complete framework for a 
sloping roof; so that in a day or twoUiey would be able to 
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enclose it all with the canvass. • On the approach of sunset 
I caused them to desist ; signing to Diego that I wished to 
see what the leaves and roots were, which he had brought in 
the canoe. He showed me some palm leaves not quite the 
same with those near the plantation ; and he made me under- 
stand that they were to be formed into hats. He then took 
me to a spot near the little spring, where, he had put in some 
suckers of the wild banana, which he had found somewhere. 
I knew the plant, having seen it in its cultivated state in Ja- 
maica. Pleased with his zeal, I returned and sent some 
cold salt beef and biscuit by the women, for his and Xavier'i 
supper ; and after taking coffee, we retired early to our 
ship, and to sleep. 

Tuesday, 23d. — The hut was ready for the canvass ; and 
all things for its completion being on the spot, I left the two 
women to assist Xavier, while 1 took Diego with me, ac- 
companied by my wife, her maid, and Fidele, to the cocoa« 
nut grove. We went in the punt, which he paddled along 
at least as well as I could do. He and Mira showed them- 
selves much pleased with what they saw : but our plantation 
therehad been rather neglected : however, many melons, as 
well as table pumpkins, were quite fit to cut, which our 
handmaid set about doing, under the direction of her mis- 
tress ; ,and while Diego employed himself with the hoe, of 
which there was great need, I took the gaskets, and to his 
evident wonder and amusement, climbed one of the trees, 
and knocked down about a score of the nuts presently with 
my hatchet. I quickly followed the shower, and cutting a 
nice young one through husk and all, presented it to my 
Eliza to drink its milk. I then pointed to Diego and Mira 
to help themselves, which they did, not unsparingly ; the 
good old negro never failing to ofier the opened nut to my 
wife or myself, before he would partake of it himself. After 
this refreshment, while Mira was canying the gathered 
melons and pumpkins, and the remaining cocoanuts to the 
punt, my dear wife and myself visited the capsicums, which 
to our great delight we found in flower : we here sat down 
to rest a while on the accustomed ledge, where we had once 
slept with our dear little dog beside us, when he and we 
constituted the whole of our colony. 

Our party returned to the plank bouse about noon, and 
a similar dinner to^that of yesterday was quickly prepared ; 
but Diego added some of bis oysters to our repast, which he 
opened for us with thetlasp-knife I \aA ^miiVi\\&.\ %Titiii^ 
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found them excellent. In the afternoon we Tisited the cot* 
ton-tree pluntation, whither Diego had gone before us, and 
where we now found both men and women hard at work, 
trying to complete the hut that day. We looked on with 
great satisfaction, and ha.ving made Mira serve them out 
some watermelons, and a few cocoanuts to add to their 
supper of salt meat, we said ^* good evening," and retired. 

Wednesday, 24th. — ^This morning I found the bat perfectly 
enclosed ; and set Diego and the women briskly at work, 
excavating for the uprights of the second hut, while Xavier 
was fitting up the inside of the one they had finished, on the 
plan of the interior of the plank house, placing boards for a 
mattress bed, and a few more for shelves. And all this 
beiAg done before breakfast, immediately after it, he sawed 
out the uprights, and began to proceed with the other hut. 
During this and the three following days, the men worked 
closely at their second habitation ; the women cooking the 
provisions, and doing such other things as my wife directed. 

Sunday, 28th. — We arrayed ourselves on the morning of 
the Sabbath in a clean skin and clean clothes, and prayed to 
God to give us a clean heart. Soon after our landing at 
the plank house, the two men and their wives came in their 
fresh attire, and saluted us : to honour the day, I shook hands 
with them ; and they made their obeisance to my dear wife, 
the women kissing her hand. A coffee breakfast was pre- 
pared for them, with some flour cakes and butter ; and after 
their meal and our own, as on the former Sabbath, we went 
to prayer, lengthening the service a little, my beloved Eliza, 
as before, smging a hymn at the beginning and end of the 
service. They behaved with great decorum, and showed 
neither impatience nor restlessness. 

After prayers we again gave them a basket of provisions, 
with the canteen and the pikes, and I made Diego understand 
I wished him to row round the promontory. As they could 
not as yet profit either by our reading or conversation, I did 
not'lcnow how they could better employ their time ; for we 
wished to avoid disgusting them with the rest of the Sabbath, 
by dictating observances, the meaning of Which they could 
not at present be taught to comprehend. Their wives now 
stepped into the canoe as a matter of course, and the men 
put off from the shore in great spirits. In about an hour 
they had rounded the promontory, and appeared close under 
the brig's stem ; from the quarter-deck of which we Sj|W 
tAentf bariDg taken ourBtatioii tbereafsm \ o^dwe saluted 
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them 'as they passed. They then rowed to the northward* 
between the beaqh and the reef; and with the glass we dis- 
cerned them landing undec the very rocky point which had 
threatened us with a second shipwreck, after we had escaped 
from the reef. They continued there so long out of sight, 
that we desisted looking for them : they had Jeft the canoe, 
and were-most likely pursuing the course of the stream into 
the interior. We went on shore to dinner, and employed 
Mira to watch the explorers with the^glass. She at last dis- 
covered them push out from the land : I then took theglass* 
and observed them^ until they got among the rocks where the 
brig had struck ; hpt, losing sight of them again, I returned 
the glass to our maid, while my dear wife and myself em- 
ployed ourselves in reading the Bible. 

Not finding them come back by five o'clock, we all be- 
came very anxious ; and our uneasiness increased till near 
sunset, when we gladly, and to me most unexpectedly, saw 
them rowing up the lake. They of course had doubled the 
island^and on relanding, must have rowed round it ; by which 
circumstance I now got an idea of its extent. Coffee was 
prepared for the adventurers ; and we received them as 
something lost which had been found. The men were tired ; 
but our kind reception and a plentiful meal renovated- their 
spirits. The canoe was again, though on the Sabbath, not 
without a cargo : they had taken a turtle, and several live 
shelldy large and small, of the conch kind, and others ; 
besides having collected some vegetable productions. I 
could, however, say nothing about this now; so, afler they 
bad taken their repast, 1 contented myself with making 
Diego understand he must carry all round to the cotton-tree 
plantation beach in the-canoe ; which he did without delay 
or demur. One of my reasons for this measure was that my 
Eliza should not see the turtle, until brought before her as 
Qieat to be dressed. Afler the people's departure to their 
rest, of which they had much need, we regaled ourselVes 
with'tea, and then retired to our-ship. 

Monday, 29th. — I visited the plantation early in the morn- 
ing, and found the men at work on the second hut ; but 
taking hold of Diego^ I made him understand that he must/ 
kill ' the turtle, and Rota prepare it for dinner. It was 
but a chicken compared with the former one, not weighing 
mqre than sixty pounds* shell and all. He had taben the 
Tegetablemattera out of the calioe, to dispose of in the way 
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be best understood : but I signified that I should like the 
shell-fish to be put in the crayfish craal, which might be^ 
done by rowing the canoe over, when he came to dinner. I 
then left them, and returned to breakfast. In about an 
tiour. Rota arrived, with the turtle cut up, carrying it on her 
bead in the caiapach or back-shell : she laid it down on the 
platform before my dear wife, wl)o did not instantly know what 
it was ; but when she recognised it, I was glad to perceive 
she did not show any disgust or aversion. Such is the nice 
distinction made by minds of sensibility, that had she 
seen it alive, perhaps she would not have consented to its 
being killed ; at any rate, t doubt whether she would then have 
consented to eat of it. I picked out the callipee, or under 
part, for ourselves, and made Rota take the rest to dress for 
the people*s dinner ; and, that she might make it savoury, my 
kind Eliza gave her some capsicums and allspice to season 
it : and we all enjoyed the treat 

During the remainder of the week, every effort was made 
to Complete the second hut. Indeed by Saturday night it 
was finished, and both families comfortably lodged ; one in 
each hut. We had got mattresses from < the brig, and as 
many other conveniences as we though they would need. 
They were now each made possessor of a commodious habi- 
tation — a home, with ourselves, in this Heaven-given haven ; 
and we were made happy in seeing them thus lodged, and 
surrounded by many other blessings. 

Sunday, 5th May. — The Sanctity of the day was duly 
observed. After divine service, we walked with the whole 
company to the top of the promontory : and passed the 
evening in looking at the people's huts, and visiting every 
iU'inor most interesting around. 

Monday, 6th. — The season was now come to dig the yams 
and coccos ; also to gather in the ripe melons and pumpkins. 
The Indian corn, too, was nearly ripe ; so there was no lime 
to be lost. Diego and the women, therefore, set briskly to 
work ; and after Xavier had mad^ some improvements on 
my temporary shed for receiving the harvest, he likewise 
joined the agriculturists. By this activity, in less than four 
day«« every thing was brought away from the cocoanut grove 
planttition, and housed ; and by the following Saturday all 
other of our mature produce, from different spots, excepting 
the corn and tobacco, was safiely stored ; besides our having 
many melons and pumpkins still in progress of growth. 
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We w€re surprised and gr-ateful at seeing so great an abun^^ 
dance from such small sowings. While the negroes were 
thus busily employed I kept them in fish; and Mira, under 
my dear wife^s direction, prepared all the meals, which were 
supplied regularly and liberally, now and then giving them 
some coffee in the evening, as a treat 

Tuesday^ 7th. — The sun was in our zenith at noon to-day, 
not casting shadow in any direction beyond the object. I 
took advantage of this observation to make something like 
an approach to a knowledge of our situation as to latitude : 
and, by allowing four days to a degree, from the sun^s transit 
over the equator on the 10th of March (the day of the 
equinox*) to the present time^ it gave fourteen degrees and 
a half, which I now concluded to be pretty accurately the 
latitude of the islands, x 

Sunday, 13th. — We endeavoured to-day to convey some 
religious instruction, by way of a more lasting reward on 
our indefatigable labourers. They listened attentively and 
patiently ; but Diego alone seemed to comprehend any thing 
we said or did towards the subject, and he but little : yet any 
degree is one step onward. ' 

Monday, 13th. — ThQ women came over early, with their 
husbands' clothes and their own, for purification at the brook. 
Meanwhile Diego continued his husbandry cares, and Xavier 
was employed in putting a sloping roof of board on the plank 
house, the better to protect its interior from the rains which 
we now might look for, conformably to what I had learned 
respecting such seasons in the Caribbean Sea. 

Tuesday, 14th.— I gave out & keg of red ochre, and some 
oily from the fore-cuddy, and directed Xavidr how to paint 
the canvass coverings of the huts ; and by Thursday night 
he had given them two coats, which would not only render 
them proof against rain, but give them a gay and pleasing 
appearance. While he was about this work, Diego housed 
the corn-cobs and tobacco-leaves : and during the last two 
days of the week, the men employed themselves beyond the 
silk-cotton- tree in clearing away the brushwood from before 
the rock, over the face of which the beautiful little wafer- 



* The Editor startled a little at this declaration, until it wai recol- 
lected that in the year 17S2 eleyen days had been taken out of the 
old almanac ; by which the caltndar waithrQwn back so many 
days upon the sun. 
Vol. I — 17 
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springy from the long absence of rain, now appeared but as 
a silyer thread. 

Saturday, 18tb. — The sun rose in a haze, the clouds be- 
gan to rise from the westward, and there was little breeze of 
any kind all day. By evening we had completed our ope- 
rations, and just in time, for about] ten o'clock at night it 
commenced raining most tremendously ; but on the morning 
of the following day it was again fair, with a clear sky, so 
that we met to prayers at the usual hour ; but about three 
o'clock in the afternoon the clouds opened on us in tor- 
rents for two hours, but without wind, and then cleared up. 
In like manner, it continued to rain every day for seven days ; 
during which time we took the best care of ourselves we 
could, and attended carefully to our stock. We also seized 
the opportunity which intervals of clear sky afforded us to 
cut down thirteen trees of the cabbage-palm, that grew 
abundantly on the high ground to the south end of the cotton- 
tree plantation. This was done to keep the men in exer- 
cise, and to be ready to assist in .building our plantation- 
house, whenever the time might arrive for commencing it 
In the mean while, the tops of those trees furnished us with 
a succulent and agreeable vegetable, especially when boiled 
with our salt meat. 

Saturcfay, 25th. — The sun rose this morning with unusual 
power and brilliancy ; the atmosphere had been tempered 
by the late weather to an ethereal purity : the rains had 
ceased, and not a cloud was to be seen. Diego lost no time 
in making me understand that he and the women must employ 
themselves assiduously, afler Sunday, in planting the yams, 
coccos, corn, and other seeds. The four cocoanut-trees put 
in round the plank house had increased rapidly in growth, as 
had likewise those between the plank house and the beach, 
which had been raised from the four shooting nuts ; the 
time was most propitious to vegetation. We were all busy 
to-day in airing things that had been wetted by the rains ; 
also in getting various provisions on shore from the ship : 
and the evening was finished by a great take of mullet with 
torchlight, to the] great amusement, if not astonishment, of 
our negro friends. 

Sunday, 26th. — We all met in our Sunday dress at divine 
service ; and after my dear wife had sung the hymn, we 
made the people say the Lord's prayer afler us, which they 
tried to do. It could not be explained to them at once ; but 
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we made them understand, that the God to whom we prayed 
in the address, *^ Our Father in Heaven !" stood in the same 
relation to us all that Diego stood to Mira ; and this was a 
great point gkined, as they now had some idea of the object 
of our worship. We also succeeded in making them com- 
prehend that all we ate or drank, and all the fruits of the 
earth, were his gift, and that we therefore prayed for " daily 
bread." We went through the greater part of the service 
in their presence this day : and at night, when we retired to 
rest, we fervently poured forth our thanks to the Lord of 
heaven and earth, for blessing our endeavours so far, in 
opening the minds of these kind-hearted creatures to a 
knowledge of God. 

Monday, 27th. — After the women had finished their Mon- 
day morning's task, they put themselves under Diego's direc- 
tion ; for we had now determined that Xavier should hence- 
forward be chiefly employed in the erection qf our long- 
projected habitation, on the glade beyond our dear hospitable 
silk-cotton tree. To this end, I furnished him with a plan 
forty-four feet by sixteen ; height of walls fourteen feet : the 
interior to be divided into thre^ parts; the centre great 
room, sixteen feet ;^ with one on each side fourteen feet. 
There were plenty of materials for the projected edifice — 
squared uprights, planks, boards, laths, and shingles; and 
I mentioned before, that thirteen trees of the cabbage-palm 
had been felled, and brought to the spot, seven of which 
were from sixteen to eighteen feet long, and the other six 
from fourteen to sixteen feet each, when cleared of their 
cabbage-head. These trees, when squared, were to form 
the base of the framework. I therefore hoped, with ao 
casional assistance, as all materials were so well prepared to 
his hand, that he might finish the building in six months. 

Xavier having received my grand architectural plan for 
our new palace, I sent for Diego, and furnished him for his 
agricultural department, with all the yams and cotcos that 
had been preserved for the purpose of planting ; I also gave 
him about two bushels of the old Indian corn, and some of 
all the seeds we had collected from time to time from our 
fruits as we ate them ; also more than one-half of the to- 
bacco-seeds, which I had not yet sown. He was delighted 
with this kind of supply, as they were more fit for vegetating 
quickly than the proceeds of the late growth. He took 
them away carefully to the storehouse near the cottowAteAx 
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in which plantation the chief of his operations were to 
centre ; though we had minor nurseries for a few melons in 
4he neighbourhood of the care-spring, and in other places, 
to be handj on occasion. 



CHAPTER X. 

The men worked steadilj at their respective avocations, 
and in three months the labours of each made a respectable 
appearance. Diego had laid out the grounds well, and every 
pknt had attained its full growth. The house was up : the 
roofing, and flooring, and interior work only remained to be 
^one. We all enjoyed good health during this period, and 
preserved great harmony and proper subordination. Our 
negro friends began to speak with us, on all ordinary mat- 
ters, in our own language ; and we hoped they now knew 
something of their Redeemer, and the moral duties that 
should bind man to man. In July there was some rain : 
these refreshing showers fell generally in the night, and 
especially after a great display of sheet-lightning in the hori- 
zon, whose brilliant yet silent corruscations can scarcely be 
imagined by those who have not resided in intertropical 
regions. 

Monday, August 26. — My dear wife and myself had much 
reason to be well satisfied with the prospect of being com- 
fortably lodged before the winter, which, although not much 
colder than an English summer, yet, in this climate, is at- 
tended frequently with stormy, disagreeable weather. We 
beheld every thing around us prosperous and promising. 
Our young goats were nearly full-grown, and our three 
broods of chickens had nearly attained maturity. The old 
hens were again laying ; and now we ventured on their pro- 
lific nature to regale ourselves occasionally with a few of 
their delicious eggs at breakfast. Some of the young ducks 
had been lost, but there remained an abundance ; so that 
now and then we treated ourselves to a roast duckling, as a 
delicacy. The chocolate-plants had sprung up to half a 
foot in height in several places in the woody region, where 
we had put in the nuts ; and the capsicums and bird-peppers 
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were everywhere full of fruit. Diego*8 plantation was gfrati- 
fying to look on. The large red leaves of the coccos had 
a brilliant effect; and the majestic Indian corn, with its 
feathery top, and great bulging cobs protruding, leaf-covered 
from the stem, looked nobly. The yams, with their small 
stalks, claimed little attention from the eye, but their great 
usefulness stamped a value even on their homely appear- 
ance. The tobacco, thinned out to give it vigour, spread 
its broad dark-green leaf on a stem four or five feet high, 
exhibiting a yellow crown of clustering seed capsules, here 
and there, oi) a plant destined for seed ; the tops of the others 
being cut off, to give an increase to tlie magnitude of their 
leaves. Our pineapples had just begun to form, while the 
six sugar-canes had attained a height of nearly eight feet, 
with stalks and upp^r-leaves of vivid green. AH our fruit- 
trees, too, had advanced considerably ; so that we might 
eventually live to see the orange-grove and shaddocks in 
full bearing, adding to the beauty and comfort of our planta- 
tion residence. 

But the happy condition of our negro friends was still 
more gratifying even than all this. Their orderly conduct, 
their attachment, their progress in speaking English, and 
the pleasure they seemed to take in learning what God had 
revealed to man in the Scriptures, gave us a deep feeling of 
holy joy. They now comprehended the ten commandments, 
and would not do any thing on the Sabbath-day that could 
fall under the denomination of labour or ordinary work. 
They also seemed to understand the purport of the Lord's 
Prayer pretty.well, and that memorable saying of our blessed 
Redeemer^ " Do unto all men as ye would they should do 
unto you." Perhaps, too, with a sigh, they compared the 
conduct of their former Christian masters in Cuba with this 
most Christian precept, and could not reconcile the differ- 
ence. 

By this time we had been able to make out their story. 
They had been purchased, and shipped in a schooner at 
Trinidada (a town on the south side of Cuba), for some 
person at La Guira, on the Spanish Main. Two nights be- 
fore they appeared off our island, the schooner had struck 
on a reef, and almost instantly bilged, quickly filling with 
water. The captain, and five others, his crew, took to the 
boat, taking plenty of provisions with them, and without 
mercy left the poor negroes to their fa\e\ W\fo[\\»i^\s\'| 

n* 
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Ihere was a canoe on deck, and the weather being fine» they 
speedily contrived to get it into the water ; and haying got 
a sheet out of the cabin, they made a sail ; and, with a few 
dried calavan^as, a speciea of bean, they pat off before the 
wind, to take their chance of making some land, or being 
, picked up at sea by some yessel. They had made our prom- 
ontory at daylight, and seeing the opening between the 
two headlands, struck the sail and paddled in : and this was 
the Lord's doing. 

We thought how differently it might have fared with us, 
if the inhuman captain and his crew had made our island, 
instead of the poor deserted negroes : perhaps we should 
have been seized, and sold into slavery, or something worse : 
and we blessed God for the manifold kindness of his provi- 
dence. It was happiness for us to contemplate these dis- 
pensations : but there must ever be a want, or a regret, on 
this side of the grave, and we sometimes sighed for a sight 
of those' we loved and had lefl behind in England. How- 
ever, even here we applied the cheering balm of hope to 
our aching heart, and felt the relief which resignation, sup- 
ported by that sweet anchor, never fails to create. 

In a few weeks the produce of our second harvest was 
got in ; and its abundance seemed more than sufficient for 
six months' consumption. When the labour of it was per- 
fectly accomplished, Diego and Hachinta assisted Xavier in 
• his work, by bringing every thing to his hand as he required, 
it ; but Rota made herself so useful to us in a domestic 
way, that Mira's services were, comparatively, only those of 
a waiting-maid. Rota managed all the house affairs, with- 
out giving my dear wife any more trouble than the mere 
expression of her wishes ; which gave us now so much 
leisure, that we were able to read a good deal, and enjoy fre- 
quent walks, arm in arm, in intellectual converse : happy in 
ourselves, and happier still in seeing those around us happy. 

On the 1st of September the wind blew all round the 
compass, with repeated torrents of rain ; and during the 
night it raged with redoubled violence : but our buildings, 
old and new, did not receive any damage ; nor did any thing 
happen from the storm worth remarking. The lltb 
being my dear^wife's birthday, she then attaining her one- 
and-twentieth year, I made it a day of jubilee, and enter- 
tained the whole party more sumptuously than usual, giving 
them a couple of young full-grown drakes for dinner, a little 
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wine, plenty of coffee, and a few cigrars. I drank the dear 
one's health myselfy aAer our own dinner, in a glass of Ca- 
nary, continuing to sit before our plank palace, enjoying the 
coolness of the promontory shadow, and her sweet conver- 
sation. But our friends soon claimed our attention by their 
approach : they offered their congratulations in their own 
way, and finished the day with dancing, blitbsome and 
happy : an anniversary ever dear to my memory. 

It was about this time that the early part of this diary was 
written, such as it is, from scraps of memoranda, and from 
memory ; and in the employment, recording so many mer- 
cies, I found inexpressible delight. It was also sweet to 
me to write down, again and again, the name of my ever- 
beloved Eliza, when I occasionally paid the tribute that is 
due to her heart and understanding. The plantation house 
was finished on Saturday the 30th of November ; the foun- 
dation of which, being on a high plot of rocky ground, was 
dry, and free from rank herbage ; and its elevation was suffi- 
ciently commanding, when compared with the huts of Diego 
and Xavier, to give it an air of superior consequence. In- 
deed, things are great or small only relatively. The interior 
of the house appeared to us all we could desire : the floors 
boarded ; the doors and shutters well made ; one large door 
opened in front, opposite the lake ; while a second, in the 
back, pointed to ward» the mountainous promontory.. The 
side rooms were boarded over at the top for ceilings, the 
southernmost being fitted up with shelves for stores. The 
great hall we left without any covering but the raflered roof 
of the house ; which gave it a cool and lofty air. 

Sunday, 1st December. — Our Sabbath devotions had 
assumed a deepened character. Our people had been taught 
to respond to the litany, and also to the prayers generally, 
by the *' Amen." And the residue of the day was mostly 
employed in endeavouring to give them various instruction. 
Mira could read English words of two syllables, and seemed 
vain of this acquirement, which we hoped would prove at 
least a grain of mustard-seed, that might in due season be- 
come a large plant bearing its kind. 

Monday, Sd. — All hands being now at leisure, I deter- 
mined to open the hold, and set seriously to work to get up 
the furniture that had been shipped for our house at St. 
George's Quay. The men were now able to understand 
me pretty well \ so I commenced business in full confidence 
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of soon eflfecting my purpose. The mainmast of the brig 
being gone, deprived us of the advantage of the mainstay, 
to £x a purchase tackle to ; and, of course, we bad neither 
main shrouds nor mainyard whereon to fix a guy. We 
however contrived to get the starboard foreyard-arm aft, 
between the shrouds and mast ; and making fast a double 
purchase to it, we then boused on the lift, and steadied it : 
the end of the yard-arm being' now over the main hatchway, 
with the tackle affixed, nothing further was required to enable 
us to go to work, but to fix a guy to an outrigger, made fast 
to the fore-shrouds. This operation altogether cost us the 
whole day ; but on Tuesday we put our invention to use, 
afrer clearing away the remainder of the boards and planks, 
of wliich there were now not a great many. We proceeded 
to hoist up part of the cargo shipped at Jamaica ; viz. 
American flour, Indian corn, biscuits, sugar, coffee, and 
rum ; all of which were in barrels of thirty-two gallons. 
The barrels of beef and pork, which had occupied a handy 
place for ship's use, and which I had opened some months 
before, were now empty ; therefore we had only to throw 
these empty casks over on the beach. Skids were fixed 
from the sides of the brig, by which we could lower the full 
barrels direct from the tackle upon land. But it occasioned 
so much labour afterward, in rolling the first two or thr^e 
acros9 the isthmus, to the point where they were to be trans- 
ported by water to the storehouse, that I proposed bringing 
the canoe and the punt from that point, and embarking 
them from the brig at once. The boats, if I may so call 
them, were brought round the peninsular promontory ; but 
we found it safest merely to put two barrels into the punt, 
and employ the canoe in towing. They made two trips the 
first day, but on every subsequent day they made three 
trips ; so that by the end of the week, we had conveyed 
twenty-six barrels to the plantation, besides three that had 
been rolled to the other side of the isthmus. There then 
remained in the brig about sixty casks that had been shipped 
at Jamaica, two only of which were rum ; and I had a good 
mind to bore them, to let their contents run out, but was 
afraid of giving umbrage to my good fellows by so suspi- 
cious an act. The barrels sent away consisted of flour, six ; 
of biscuits, six; of sugar, six; of coffee, six; of Indian corn, 
four ; and one of rum. The men worked with great sagacity 
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and^'promptness, and no accident happened during tho whole 
proceeding. 

Sunday, 8th. — We observed this day with due solemnity. 

Monday, 9th. — The men were employed some time in 
getting round to the plantation the three casks from the west 
side of the isthmus ; after which the women assisted them 
in rolling up all the other barrels to the open ground, where 
planks were laid over them for the present to shade them 
from the sun. These operations occupied the whole of 
Monday. On Tuesday morning, I made them, roll the cask 
of rum, a barrel of flpur, one of biscuits, one of sugar, and 
one ofcoffee'intothe side apartment of the plantation-house de- 
signed for a storeroom. My -dear wife, meanwhile, had under- 
took to make the women bring a quantity of the different fruits 
from the temporary shed, and arrange them on the shelves 
in this room, also in other places of it which had been pre- 
pared for their reception. But we were soon all at a loss 
how to dispose of the barrels now lying out of doors ; for I 
had not at first contemplated bringing so many to the planta- 
tion. However, Diego relieved my mind by proposing his 
house for a warehouse until Xavier and he could build one. 
The proffer was readily accepted, while Xavier courteously 
offered hospitality to his friend ; and so all the barrels were 
rolled into Diego's hut, which held them easily* These, and 
some other arrangements connected with them, occupied the 
whole of Tuesday. On Wednesday morning, again in the 
ship-hold, we got at the cases and packages that contained 
our household stuff, these packages fying on the top of the 
heavy cargo shipped in England. We unpacked them in the 
hold, and were much pleased to find their contents all safe. 
Most of the articles were conveyed on shore by hand, in bas- 
kets or boxes, and thence carried to the plantation. The 
women were delighted at seeing the pots, and pans, and 
kettles, pewter, and crockery-ware ; and clapped their hands 
when they saw ihe glass, tea-equipage, and all the truly 
English et ceteras, such as knives, forks, silver spoons, and 
so forth ; sheets, tablecloths, and other napery, with all the 
requisites for home comfort, chair and table furniture and 
bedstead excepted. All our woodwork was to have been 
done at Honduras, where mahogany is abundant ; but we 
had mahogany here also, though small ; and we had Xavier ; 
and our wants in that way were few, and with those few w© 
could soon be siipplied by his skill and industry. 
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By Friday evening all our things were removed from the , 
ship to the plantation- house, including our store-chest in the 
steerage- passage, a few dozens of wine from the lockers, the 
captain's case of hollands, and box of cigars, with such other 
desirable or useful articles as Were to be found in the cabin 
or state-rooms. We slept on board that night for the last 
time, and took our leave next morning, with a mixture of 
pleasure and regret, of a blessed ark, [ may call it, where 
we had enjoyed many months of security, peace, and com- 
fort. On Saturday our trunks and cot were brought on shore, 
and the dining-table from the cabin, with the two camp- 
stools. These latter 1 left in the plank house instead of the 
two chairs, which were transferred to our new residence. 
My dearest helpmate and her maids put every thing in its 
place, and by noon nothing remained to be done but to sling 
our cot in the bedroom, and to set the table and two chairs 
in the great hall. We were too much engaged as yet to 
think of dining in state to-day ; besides, dinner was to be 
prepared for to-morrow also, and many other arrangements 
were found to demand present attention. In the evening we 
regaled the whole party with coffee, and I gave each of the 
men a couple of cigars, indulging myself likewise with the 
same. When the sun dropped, we rather dreaded a visit 
from the sand-flies, but were most happy in not hearing or 
feeling any of those little tormenters. On retiring to rest, 
we returned thanks to God for our comfortable habitation, 
and all the blessings his good providence had bestowed upon 
us. But we did not sleep very soundly ; we heard noises 
we were unaccustomed to, which we afterward found to be 
from lizards, some of which we had occasionally seen : but 
in the morning we were delighted by the song of the tropi- 
cal nightingale, and rose quite refreshed and in good spirits. 

Sunday, 1 5th. — The morning of this Sabbath was solem- 
nized in the great hall with appropriate devotion ; and the 
remainder of the day was passed in the same simple pursuits 
as heretofore. 

Monday, 16th. — Hachinta only went to the weekly wash- 
ing to-day, while Rota attended with Mira at our new dwell- 
ing. I made the men tow the punt round to the brig early 
in the morning, where I met them after I had breakfasted. 
The carpenter's chest was got upon deck and lowered down 
into the punt ; and such other things as appertained to the 
craft which bad not already been taken on shore were put 
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into it, and delivered into the charge and keeping of Xavier. 
Some additional spades, hoes, axes, hatchets, and bill-hooks 
wipre next brought forth ; these were, to be deposited in the 
house-storeroom for Diego's future use : and with this cargo 
me men were sent away and desired to return. During 
their absence, I looked out two of the best of the seamen's 
chests, and completed them from the clothing found in the 
chests of the others. When my active negroes reappeared, 
I made them get up a barrel of beef and a barrel of pork, 
which I despatched by them to the house-storeroom, telling 
them not to return till they had seen me at the plantation. I 
remained on board some time afler they had put off, securing 
the residue of the captain's property altogether in his state- 
room ; and as his cabin-door was still in its place, with lock 
and key, I duly fastened it. 

It being now near one o'clock, I walked over to the planta- 
tion-house to dinner. My dear partner received me with 
smiles, and dressed as when in England. I flew to her arms 
as if we had met aAer a long separation. '^ My beloved 
Edward," said she, " how gracious is our God I how much 
happiness does he bestow on us I" I felt the just tribute 
with full force. It was the sentiment that filled my own 
heart as I hastened to embrace her. I saw her restored to 
her former gentlewomanly condition by his providence, re- 
lieved from toil, and all the menial offices of culinary labour ; 
and, may I add, I saw a table covered with a clean damask 
cloth, laid out with all the conveniences of European com- 
fort, to which my eyes had long been strangers. 
' While dinner was serving up, my Eliza took me into the 
storeroom to show me how well the people had arranged 
the casks, and herself and damsels the articles for house- 
keeping. 1 was much pleased with the order of every thing, 
and highly gratified with so goodly a sight. Rota sent in 
our dinner as nicely cooked and served as if she had been 
apprentice to my lord mayor's kitchen. A fine fish at the 
head, a piece of boiled salted pork at the foot, a pumpkin- 
pie on one side, and a roasted white yam at the other ; with 
capsicums, and vinegar, and mustard, and all the et ceteras. 
After giving thanks to the Giver of all things, we ate our 
dainty viands with an indescribable satisfaction, finding grati- 
tude now as ever our sweetest sauce. When the cloth was 
removed, a fine melon and a bottle of wine decanted were 
put before us. I took a slice of the fruit and drank one 
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glass of the wine to my dear wife's health. Not tarrying 
longer, we arose, and walked together to the plank house ; 
the path to which, thrdugh the goodly trees, was now w^ll- 
trodden. After sauntering agreeably through the wood, and 
lingering at thefoui^tain, we sat down to rest upon the camp- 
stools which were already on the platform. For some time 
we amused ourselves with feeding the poultry and pigeons, 
which flocked around us as if glad to see us, and also the ar- 
madillo, which had lately been again a prisoner in his crib. 
As soon as I heard the boats, or rather the men in the canoe, 
I left £li2a with Mira, who now, as well as Fidele, was her 
constant attendant,, and I proceeded on board. 

I made my sturdy fellows get up the seamen^s two chests . 
from the steerage, and on&cask of Irish butter from the hold ; 
afler which I had all the hatchways battened down fore and 
afl, and the companion-door closed. Then taking two bits 
of stick of unequal lengths in my hand, with one end of each 
projecting, I told my two men that the twq chests contained 
clothing; that I did not know which of the two was best, 
but he that drew the longest stick should have his choice. 
They were delighted with the prospect of possessing such a 
, treasure each, and highly entertained at the idea of drawing 
lots. They drew, and the choice fell to Xavier. " I get 
big stick, I take big chest ;*' and he did so, instantly mark- 
ing it with his knife. Diego's ready couteau soon perfortned 
the same operation on the other. The chests were then low- 
ered down into the punt, and also the cask of butter. When 
they were pushing off to take the cargo home, I showed them 
the keys, at which they laughed ; but I said I would not give 
them until I came myself to the plantation. After their de- 
parture, I rejoined my EHza, and told her all I had been do- 
ing. She seemed greatly pleased, and said she would follow 
my example, in one respect, at least, by giving the women 
some striped cotton (of which she had several pieces) to 
make up for themselves ; but the cutting of it out she her- 
self would superintend. We remained awhile at the plank 
house in continued conversation, and, among other domestic 
subjects, thoughts of the expediency of removing a colony of 
the young fowls, and ducklings to our new habitation sug- 
gested themselves. 

On our return home, we met the men bringing up the 
butter, which they placed in the storeroom ; aAer which I 
gave them their keys ; and when their wivesy and even Mira, 
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knew whi^t they were for, the whole party went off together 
to the water-side, to help up with the chests to their own 
housd, to see, no doubt, what they contained. That opera- 
tion {detained our domestics a long time ; however, about 
seven o'clock, coflfeo was served up by Rota ; Hachinta 
getting supper for the men. I now regularly took my cigar 
after cofiee, which was both agreeable to my dear wife and 
to myself. The evening was cool, and there were not any 
sand-flies to annoy us ; we sometimes h^ard the buzz of a 
mosquito, but that insect did not bite us : it was thereforo 
pleasant to sit with open doors, looking full upon the tran- 
()uil lake, distant from us about two hundred yards, dis- 
coursing on all we had been doing, and on what we yet in- 
tended to do. While we talked, Mira and Fidele slept cosily 
together on the floor, not far from our side. In due time our 
own eyes drew to' slumber : the doors were closed, and we 
retired to our room, making Mira spread her mattress in th^) 
hall ; but Fidele shared our apartment, and contented him- 
self with a boarded bed. 

Tuesday, 1 7th. — In the morning I sent for the men, an ! 
told Xavier, if he and Diego could be satisfied with lodging 
together for alittle longer time, I should wish him to erect 
a complete poultry-house, with roosts and laying compart- 
ments for the hens ; the ducks to have their habitation be- 
low. And I thought it should be placed bejtween the open 
space separating the two huts and the great house, and be 
stoccaded round with stakes and wattles. I made him un- 
derstand me, and he undertook the task cheerfully.' I now 
gave directions to Diego to try his skill at a newish-pot, the 
old one being nearly worn out ; also to enlarge the crayfish 
craal, so as to hold a turtle occasionally. I told him besides, 
that I should look to him to provide us in fish as well as 
vegetables ; but I charged him never to attempt to catch any 
of the pigeons, nor to take their eggs, nor indeed in any way 
to disturb them. My dear Eliza's tender wish was this; but 
my own principal reason for the injunction was to keep him 
and the rest of the people out of the cave. Diego promised 
to mind all I had said ; but he took the occasion to observe, 
that tliejirst tobacco leaves had been pressed together long 
enough to be mellowed, aqd he should like io make some 
cigars for himself and Xavier. '^ I will ^upply you both for 
a fortnight," returned I ; ^^ we shall soon have the rains, 
ivhen you cannot go to outwork ; you may then make up the 
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tobacco.'* He seemed quite satisfied ; and 1 according! j 
went to the storeroom, and divided a hundred cigars into 
two parcels, desiring bim to reserve one for himself, and to 
give the other to Xavier« This unei^pected and welcome 
present drew forth many profound bows from honest Diego. 

After breakfast I began arranging the firearms and 
boarding-pikes in our bedroom. There were three muskets 
and six pikes . I drew the charge from the muskets that were 
loaded, and employed myself till dinnertime in cleaning them ; 
after which I placed them, one over the other, horizontally, 
on wooden pins, which I fixed in the wainscot ; and imme- 
diately above them hung up the ship^s spyglass and speaking- 
trumpet, and then flanked the whole with the boarding-pikes, 
placed erect. No one but my wife knew where I kept the 
ammunition ; but it was at hand, if wanted. • We thought 
all these precautions right, although w« hoped quite un- 
necessary. Caution and circumspection, however, are faith- 
ful sentinels. My pistols I always wore ready loaded in 
my belt. 

While I was arranging the arms, my dear Eliza placed the 
few books we hnd in due order ; and on a neighbouring, shelf 
made a fine display of the shells we had collected during our 
residence on the island, from the noble conch, the monarch 
of them all, used for a bugle, down to the rice shells, whose 
extreme smallness and beautiful translucency, and great 
abundance, elicited from my beloved an exclamation, '''What 
would you give for these, ^ueen M'ab !'' These little beau- 
ties were, indeed, like fabled things of fairy-land. The 
noble Shakspeare was to be found among our books ; hut 
the nobler Bible was there also. We had Archbishop Tillot- 
son's works, and the Spectator, and Bunyan^s Pilgrim's 
Progress ; and one book more, that afforded us never-failing 
pastime — I mean the Arabian Nights' Entertainments, in 
which there is, throughout, more'than floats on the surface 
of the stor^. A fable is a foolish thing if we do not lay 
hold on the allegory ; hut that being taken up, no mode of 
writing can be more delightful and instructive, as evidenced 
in the works of the late Mr, John Gay. 

Every one was industrious in his or her calling, and in 
nine days Diego had finished his job. But there was no rest 
for him ! We had«been made sensible of the danger of fire, 
when near our wooden habitations in a loose and uncovered 
state. I therefore directed him to quarry some stones 
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with the iron crowbar, and place them in the rear of the 
open space, under the rock, behind the two negro houses; 
and there, with the assistance of Xavier, build a safe kitchen. 
This was to be doneas soon as the pen was up, andstoccaded. 
The men worked hard at their respective tasks, and by the 
end of the week the fowl-house was erected ; but it required, 
all the labour of them both during several days afterward 
to cut the stakes and watlings for the 8toccado,and put them 
in place *; whiph was not accomplished till Tuesday the 24th 
instant, but early enough on that day to allow us to transfer 
into it a colony of our ducks and fowls, twelve of either sort. 
Before they were turned in, a wing of each bird was clipped, 
to prevent their flying over. The goats also were brought, 
and put into the stoccado, as were likewise the two tame 
pigeons, l^he great body of the poultry iitras left behind at 
their old quarters ; the young ones of which were destined 
for table use ; while the old patriarchs and mothers of the 
tribes we intended to leave in permanent possession of their 
former haunts, to lay and multiply, as might happen. 

The next day would be the anniversary of our landing 
on the island, of which we informed our friends ; but we 
also informed them, that it likewise was the birthday of the 
Lord Jesus, through whose mercy we and they were pre- 
served alive ! and that we- must keep it as a Sabbath, with 
this difference, that they might dress a feast to celebrate the 
day ; for it was a day of rejoiping to all the human race. I 
then directed Rota to roast, for their entertainment, a couple 
of young fat ducks, and to make them a pepper-pot; also to 
bake flour cakes, and take such vegetables and fruits as she 
might choose. ^ 

Our minds were much excited by the recollection of our 
^deliverance from shipwreck, and by the anticipation of a 
day which brought up in our memories. the dear friends we 
had left behind in England, and who, most probably, were 
sorrowing for us, who were now safe and so happy I We 
hoped some blessed occasion might inform them of our 
preservation; and, added to all this, the sentiments of joy 
which Christmas-day brings to all hearts that beat under 
the banner of the cross now rapturously expanded ours. 
All these emotions were too much, and we sought to calm 
OUT souls in long and fervent prayer, when we went to our 
chamber ; and there we indeed found <^ that peace which the 
worli can neither give nor take away." Thus soothed by 



208 SIR £DWABD seaward'c! xarrativk 1734. 

the spirit of our beavenlj Father, we retired to our cot, ^ 
where tranquil sleep and consequent refreshment awaited us. 

Wednesday, 25tb. — After breakfast, we assembled in our 
best attire in tbe great hall ; and after singing a hymn 
appropriate to the day, we read such parts of the morning 
service as bore more particularly on it, together with the 
lessons. The negroes were much interested, and desired 
to have many things explained to them, which we were un- 
able to do, from their yet scanty knowledge of our language : 
however, I endeavoured to make them comprehend, that Je- 
sus came into the world for the purpose of teaching to men 
the will of his Almighty Father, the pur& and merciful God ; 
and, by the sacrifice of himself, to atone for the sins of re- 
pentant transgressors, who ** groan in their spirit*' to be 
relieved from the corruptible propensities of fallen human 
nature. 

After divine service, wc followed the culinary practice of 
our ancestors, as nearly as] we could in the absence of roast- 
beef and mince-pies ; so that our friends were regaled still 
something in the English way. . Rota served them up a 
good dinner, and I added to it a bottle of wine ; they had 
plenty of cigars ; and my dear wife had given them out coffee 
_ and sugar liberally. Our own dinner was but a chicken 
and some coccos. Poor Rota had roasted herself suffi- 
ciently for her party, we thought, without our imposing any 
thing more on her for us than what we considered quite 
necessary ; but we sat after dinner over our fruit and wine* 
happy, most happy, enjoying more nearly the state of para- 
dise than when the world's gayeties could mingle in our 
hearts' gladness. Fears, and cares, and anxieties were all 
excluded ; here was no intrusion : peace and plenty, and an 
habitual communion with God, seemed alone present with us. 

At sunset our people came and ranged themselves round 
the great door, where they sung ; sometimes two dancing, 
sometimes the whole. When all their evolutions were gone 
through, they advanced to take leave ; on which occasion 
my dear wife gave to each a large coloured cotton kerchief, 
to wear on their heads ; and tliey received the present with 
many demonstrations of gratitude, and said, " Good-night." 

The three following days the men continued to work at 
the stone kitchen ; but, being unaccustomed to masonry, 
their progress was much slower than they had anticipat0d. 

Sunday, 29th. — We kept the Sabbath with all due obser< 
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Vance of sanctity ; yet amused ourselves innocently in recrea- 
tive exercise, after the performance of divine service, and 
in the evening. 

Monday, 30th. — Xavier and Diego continued to work 
on the stone kitchen ; and, that they might not be inter> 
rupted, I undertook to take the fish, and, with the women, to 
do whatever else might be required for the establishment, 
which had usually been the men's part. By Wednesday they 
finished the kitchen, the walls of which were built pretty 
high, entirely of dry stones ; and the cooking places within 
were made of the same materials ; the two ends of the kitchen 
were plunked over, but about four feet of the centre was left 
open. The position we had chosen was safe, because the 
sea-breeze, although originally from the eastward, was 
changed in its course by the hill to the south-west, which 
would carry the smoke or sparks clear of all our buildings. 
I was glad to have accomplished this object, for we looked 
every day for the breaking up of the fine weather, but it still 
continued ; so that on Thursday and. Friday the men made 
aquatic excursions in the canoe. On the first day they cir- 
cumnavigated the western island, and brought back with 
them some calabashes, several fine conchs, containing their 
fish, and many other shells, in the same living state. My dear 
wife had previously arranged her former collection of shells, 
and was much pleased with the idea of adding some fine 
specimens to them from this new acquisition ; for the shell 
loses its beauty after it has been long deserted by its inhalbit- 
ant, and rolled about by the wind and sea. On Friday the 
men visited, before daylight, the rocks and islands to the 
north-east, where the brig had struck ; and there they suc- 
ceeded in taking three fine turtle, which they broiight home, 
and placed in the craal. We devoted Saturday to domestic 
purposes, letting the fowls and goats out for a few hours, 
and herding them to the southward of our habitations, clear 
of the planted ground. It was now the usual aflemoon*8 
pastime with my Eliza and myself to repair daily to the 
plank house for an hour, to feed our abundant poultry left 
there, and then to visit the quarter-deck of that vessel which, 
at least to us, had been a faithful ark under Divine Provi- 
dence. 

Sunday, 5th January, 1735. — Kept the early part of this 
Sabbath-day, as usual, by. the performance of divine service, 
and by reading and explaining to our friends such parts of the 
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Gospel as they might comprehend. Towards eTening the 
sky hecame overcast, which was suddenly sifcceeded by 
torrents of rain, alternating with heavy gusts of wind, 
Xrom north and north-west. "We Jiad anticipated the bad 
. iveather for some days, and had laken the precaution to haul 
up the canoe and punt upon the beach. The wind blew all 
night a hurricane, which shook our habitation fearfully : 
my dear wife sometimes thought it would be overturned ; 
and, indeed, if Xavier had not exercised much skill in its 
construction, it could not have stood. He had given it a 
solid basement of trees ; three under the. front, and three 
under the back, and seven lengthwise across, to which the 
flooring was fastened by treeniails. All the windows were 
made to close with sliding shutters, like shop windows, so 
that they could be entirely or partially open, or quite closed ; 
and during a hurricarr^ the safety of a house mainly depends 
on keeping out the wind. The doors were each of foUr 
pieces, folding back or forwards, with a wooden bar fasten- 
ing inside ; so that, when shut, the gale was completely ex^ 
eluded. The storeroom windows, indeed, were fitted other- 
wise : they were protected only by boards, slanting one over 
the other, in the fashion of Spanish blinds ; but these boards, 
nearly overlapped each other, throwing off the rain entirely, 
find very materially breaking the force of the wind. . Still 
our terrors were great, and we rose from our bed, and [ 
struck a light t and we went into the great hall, to see how 
it fared with Mira ; but ^he was reckless of the storm, and 
slept soundly. " Happy creature !" said my dear wife ; 
^' thou knowest not what anxiety mo|ins P' Towards morn- 
ing the wind abated ; and we also found repose, on retiring 
to our cot. 

A little before daybreak, I thought I heard guns fifing.- 
I instantly got up, and sent the men to the summit of the 
promontory to look out. They quickly returned, with in- 
formation that a Vessel was in distress, and they believed on 
a reef in the ofBng. I hastened back with them to the 
heights,- and taking the glass, saw the vessel, a brig schooner, 
steering away to the south-west. No doubt she had been 
^aground, but had, got off. We watched her for a couple of 
"^hours, until nearly oat of sight. My gracious Eliza was 
much moved by the recital on my return ; and without ex- 
pressing any natural regret, at so probable an instrument of 
celiverance to ourselves from the island not having come 
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into our harbour, she thanked God that they had escaped, 
and were proceeding on their Toyage. The rains, with 
occasional gusts of wind from every quarter of the compass, 
continued daily, at intervals, in profuse torrents, for nine 
days, but may be said to have subsided entirely on Tuesday 
the 14th. 

From the circumstance of seeing the vessel in distress, the 
idea of erecting a flagstaff on the promontory, on which I 
might hoist the brig's ensign, if occasion should offer, pre- 
sented itself to my mind, and I set about putting it in execu- 
tion. With some trouble we unshipped the foretopgallant- 
mast of the brig, which was akeady struck, and brought it 
away ; and before night we conveyed it to the summit of the 
promontory. On Wednesday morning, we fitted a truck 
and halliards to it, and, with the crbwbar, excavated a place 
in the rocky ground to receive it. After placing the mast 
as firmly as we could, we built the base round with stones, 
to steady it, and finished the job before sunset. On Thurs- 
day, we were all on foot by the gray of the morning, taking 
the ensign with us ; and 'as the sun rose, 1 hoisted the Eng- 
lish colours, and gave three cheers, crying aloud, '* King 
George and England for ever !*' I felt that, by this act, I 
had tak€«i possession in sovereignty for our grapious king. 
We left, the flag flying till sunset, when the men and I 
ascended the hill again, with a tarpawling bag, in which we 
cased the colours, after lowering them at the going down of 
the sun. 

On my return home, my dear wife regaled me with coffee 
and a cigar, while I expatiated on the probable consequences 
of the measure, perhaps with some extravagance* ; for we 
were ignorant of whose dominions we were in,, or even of 
the probable name of the spot where we were ; for our situa- 
tion did not exactly answer to any island, or islands, laid 
down in the chart I had found in the captain's chest. In- 
deed, it had been malle sufficiently evident to us that these 
islands were extremely dangerous of approach on all sides, 
to a very great distance seaward; so that mariners,- being, 
perhaps, aware of the prodigious number of rocks and shoals 
which lay in this direction, might always give them, if possi- 
ble, a wide berth ; and, accordingly, it might as yet be an 
unappropriated place. 

Friday, 17th.— Diego put the two women in requisi- 
tion to-day, to assist him in the field ;* while Xavier began 
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the erection of a storehouse for provisions, at a little dis- 
tance from the south-west end of our dwelling-house. 
This storehouse cost our carpenter a great deal of labour ; 
for it was regularly built with boards, and shingled o?er : so 
that he had not completed it before Tuesday, the Hth of 
February, by which time the plantation work was also nearly 
completed, although on a much more extended scale than 
formerly; for not only all the good ground between the 
mansion and woodland region had been cultivated, but the 
fertile plats between the spring and rock also. 

There yet remained much of the former harvest in store. 
Our fowls and ducks had multipUed, and our young goats 
had kidded three among them. The wild bananas, put in 
near the spring, had attained their full growth. The sugar- 
danes and pines had thrown out many offsets, which had 
been transplanted ; and both the one and the other were 
approaching maturity. Diego had made cigars from his 
tobacco during the rains, of which from time to time he 
brought me an offering. And the bad weather g-ave occa- 
sion also to a new species of domestic industry — the platting 
of narrow strips of the cabbage-palm leaf into a continued 
extension, called sinnetto, which the women sewed together 
in form, making of it a hat, somewhat rude in shape, but 
light in texture ; holding out an earnest of something better 
on a future day. In short, peace, harmony, plenty, and 
promise surrounded our dwelling ; and it only remained to 
keep alive in our hearts a daily and habitual thankfulness 
to the Giver of all things. During this period my dear wife 
and myself, with Mira and Fidele, took many a happy walk ; 
but passed the heat of the day generally within our new 
palace, enjoying the few boobs we had the good fortune to 
bring out with us. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Wednesday, 12th February. — While at breakfast I heard 
distinctly the firing of cannon, and hastened with my Eliza, 
and all the group at my heels, to the summit of the prom- 
ontory. We saw a brig and a schooner in the offing, the 
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former firing at the latter, which seemed much embarrassed 
hy the shoals and reefs, in her endearour to escape the enemy. 
1 could discern Spanish colours flying at the brig's peak ; 
but the. schooner did not show any. I immediately hoisted 
our ensign ; and in a few minutes the schooner showed 
English colours at her foretopmast-head, at the same time 
. shaping her course for the promontory. The brig followed 
her, firing a bow gun every now and then* I did not 
hesitate, but leaving my wife and the women near our ensign, 
hastened with the men back to the house, and taking down 
the muskets and the pikes, and ship's trumpet, got out a 
bundle of ball cartridges ; and throwing some provisions 
that were at band into a basket, and making one of iny com- 
panions fill the canteen with water, we returned to the height 
with as' much speed as possible. By the time we reached 
the summit, we saw the schooner entering the passage be- 
tween the promontory and opposite island. I instantly 
loaded one of the muskets ; and at that moment the brig, 
which .was not above half a mile astern of her, fired another 
shot. I immediately returned it ; and was ddigbted to see 
the brig heave-to. I then hailed the schooner to luff roond 
the headland, and anchor about two cables' length off the 
house, in the bay. To this they answered ^*Ay!-ay!" 
The brig again bore up for the passage ; I instantly fired 
another shot, and then another ; but he still kept his course. 
I then thought a volley might be more impressive — \i three 
muskets fired together may be so called ! — for the business 
had become exceedingly serious ; and the poor negroes were 
almost frightened to death at the sight of the Spanish flag 
so near to them. I therefore loaded the three muskets with 
haste ; and advancing close to the brink of the promontory, 
we gave him the contents upon his deck ; the eflect of which 
I do not know, further than that he immediately hauled his 
wind, and stood out to sea for five or six miles, and then hove- 
to again. , 

On observing this, I requested my dear wife to remain by 
the flagstaff, with the women, until I should send for her, 
or return to her. She readily acquiesced ; and I added my 
desire that she should give me notice if she saw the brig 
standing in again." I now hastened to the shore with the 
men ; and embarking in the canoe, rowed out to the 
schooner, which h^^ ^nchor^d oflT the woodland region. I 
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jumped on board, with my pistols in my belt, and was 
heartily greeted by the captain and his crew. ^^ If it had not 
been for your men on the height," said he, •' we should have 
been taken by yon guarda-costa; but they gave him a dose, 
1 guess, and he is off. What island is this ?*' continued he ; 
<* I did not know that our nation had a garrison on any ot 
these places.*' — " I am happy to see you here in safety, 
friend," I replied ; " but have you neither cannon, nor mus- 
ketry ?" — " None," answered he. — "Then I hope" said I, 
" that we shall see the guarda-costa no more ; for you see all 
my garrison before you ; and as to the name of the island, I 
know no more of it than yourself : however, your business 
now is to land, and leave your vessel to its fate. If the 
guarda-costa should persist in coming in, he cannot but suc- 
ceed in taking her, and in burning our dwellings ; but if he 
attempts to take you and us, we will do our best against 
him." The captain and crew were altogether six in 
number : they hastily got the boat out, and accompanied us 
on shore ; whence they proceeded with me directly to the 
height, where my dear wife and her companions received 
them courteously. 

From hence we had the satisfaction to see the Spaniard 
increase his distance : so» leaving Xavier and his wife by 
the flagstaff, to keep watch, I descended with the rest of our 
party to the bekch ; where I desired the captain to warp his 
vessel as close in as he could to the shore, and afterward 
give me the pleasure of his company to dinner. He readily 
did as I bade him, moving her into the little bay below the 
cotton-tree ; and disembarked time enough to appear at our 
family meal. Rota, however, made it rather a feast, pre- 
senting us with a Yankee dish of salt pork and pumpkin, I 
suppose in honour of our guest ; to which she added a brace 
of mullet, and a roast chicken. A decanter of Canary was 
placed at my elbow. A table laid out with all the circum- 
stances of European equipment, and served with such prime 
food, and capital wine too, in so out of the way a place, 
evidently caused much surprise in the captain, who looked 
at every thing oyt of the corner of his eye. I hoped he did 
not see the empty box I sat on for a chair, the stranger apd 
the lady occupying the only two I had. However he neither 
made remarks, nor asked questions ; but ate his dinner,- 
saying a few words now and then on his late narrow escape. 
And when dinner was finished he told us his story« 
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He belonged to Norfolk in Virginia ; and sailed to Santa 
Martha on the Spanish Main; taking Cape St. Nicholas 
Mole, in St. Domingo, on his way. He embarked flour, and 
soine goods of English (naniifacture, from Norfolk, and 
picked up half a dozen slaves from a slave- ship at the cape. 
For his merchandise he took payment in bags of cacao ; for 
the slaves he had received nearly two thousand dollars, with 
which return he had sailed. A few days after, he fell in 
with the guarda-costa, which chased him a day and a night, 
and had run him on a reef just as we hoisted our colours. 
He then expected every moment to be captured, and was 
about to throw the dollars overboard, the only part of the 
cargo that could condemn him, when the schooner beat over 
the reef (but, he feared, with the loss of her false keel), and 
so escaped shipwreck, by good luck (as he expressed it), 
and from capture afterward, by our well-timed fire of mus- 
ketry. He intended to return through the Gulf of Florida ; 
but as the schox)ner had been leaking since she struck, he 
should be afraid to put to sea until he had ascertained her 
condition. I made but few remarks on what he told us, 
and reserved all detail respecting ourselves until I should 
know a little more of him, and more exactly what he meant 
to do. After we had sat about an hour, I called Diego, and 
told the captain it might be well for him to accon^pany that 
guide to the height, and there to reconnoitre the brig ; af\er 
which I should be. glad to see him back to coffee and a 
cigar. 

During his absence, my dear wife^ and I took our new 
position into serious consideration. It was possible the 
Spaniard might return with the sea-breeze next morning, and 
destroy every thing belonging to us. We trusted, however, 
in God, and thereby set that matter at rest. We then can- 
vassed the wisdom of embarking in this schooner, with our 
money, if she were found seaworthy ; and many other 
matters, on all of which we came to conditional conclusions. 
About five o'clock the captain returned, with Xavier and 
his wife ; Diego having been ordered to remain on tbe 
height, to strike the colours at sunset, and at the same time 
to fire a musket, if the brig should be in sight. Our guest 
reported that the brig was still lying-to, about six miles off; 
and probably, he thought, might drop anchor, and stand in 
with the sea-breeze. " Would you venture to do so, 
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captain ?" said I,; ** not knowingf but by so doing you would 
irun into a trap ! He will not dare it," continued 1, '^ you 
may rely on it, without a previous reconnoitre : however, 
during the night he cannot stir, and in the morning we shall 
see his movements. After coffee, bring your dollars .on 
shore, and hide them in the sand, where you can put your 
hand on them : there is nothing better than caution. If you 
lose the schoonei^, you will save your money: and if be burn 
our houses, we shall at least be as well oft as you, for we 
are not petmiless; and I will defy him, with all his crew, to 
attack our.persons with success, if we are driven to fight him 
from the heights. So that, if the worst come, we shall save 
our lives and our money, and our liberty too ; for these 
much-valued negroes that surround me are free as I am ; 
and I would rather risk my Ufe for the preservation of their 
freedom than for my own wealth." 

Much of mv conversation was to him a riddle ; but he 
had something else to think of just then than the propounding 
of riddles. After the return ^of Diego, who had fired the 
musket when he hauled down the colours at sunset, the cap- 
tain proposed to wish us *^ good-night," that all might retire 
to rest, and so be up early in the morning, to keep an eye 
on the brig. *** That won't do, captain," said I ;« '^ we must 
watch all night. Two of your men shall go with mine, 
armed with a^ couple of muskets and four boarding-pikes, 
and row guard at the back of the promontory, lest the 
enemy should send in his boat to reconnoitre, and, finding 
no one on the alert, surprise us." The captain consented 
to my proposition, and sent two men on shore, to whom 1 
gave some coffee ; and having conferred with Diego and 
Xavier, they readily consented to go with them in the canoe, 
and keep a good look-out. 1 furnished the party as 1 had pro- 
posed, with boarding-pikes and firearms, not fprgetting a sup- 
ply of ball-cartridges ; and I desired them to take with them 
some food and the canteen. Being thus equipped, they put off 
in the canoe, which was a fine boat of the kind, to row guard. 

We could not think of sleeping, and the wbmen remained 
with us in the great hall ; some provisions and a calabash 
of water being in readiness to take to the height* should we 
be driven to the extremity of retiring thither. About mid- 
night we heard the report^of muskets, which alarmed us not 
a little ; so that we went out on the open ground before the 
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bouse, where the captain and bis remaining four men soon 
joined us, they having pulled off from the schooner in their 
boat the moment they heard the firing. I had two pikesr 
left, and one musket, and my pistols, which I quickly mus- 
tered together, with half-a-dozen good felling axes ; and 
gently whispering my wife to stay with the women, I hastened 
with the captain and his men, followed by her prayers for 
my safety, to the boat ; and desiring them to row as quickly 
as they could to the assistance of the canoe, they obeyed 
without a word. We pulled lustily round the point, the 
firing being still kept up by a shot now and then. We soon 
joined the canoe, and saw the Spanish boat about a cable's 
length outside of her : they were both lying on their oars, 
exchanging a shot now and then at each other. On our 
coming up to the canoe, I was glad to find none in her 
wounded ; and the two sailors, all alert, cried out to me, 
'* We want to board them, but your people won't lay us along- 
side." — *' We will do it now," said I. "Give way, lads! 
but don't fire a shot till we are within boat-hook's length of 
her ; then we will board and carry her." We instantly 
pulled out abreast, and I ordered the canoe not to go ahead 
of us. The Spaniard kept on his oars awhile, then gave us 
a few shot, and pulled away. At first he seemed to go from 
us, but from some cause or other we soon gained on. him, 
and presently were close to him ; for he had stopped to load 
and fire, but, thank God, without effect, for not one of our 
men was hit. We were just about to return the compli- 
ment and board, when they cried for quarter, and we rowed 
up alongside in the boat, desiring the canoe, meanwhile, to 
keep a few yards off with the muskets cocked. There Were 
six sailors, and an officer and two soldiers in their boat. 
The officer gave up his sword ; and we took the muskets 
and bayonets from the soldiers,,and also six other muskets, 
which had been put into the boat for the crew, and all their 
ammunition. Having effected this, I told our prisoners in 
a proud tone, that they might^^ow return to their ship, but 
must beware how they- fell into our hands again on such an 
errand ; adding, that as it was, I hardly knew how I could 
excuse their conduct in firing on an English vessel, in sight 
of the English flag, when the two nations were at peace! 
I had scarcely done speaking, when two of the crew ex- 
claimed, '* Massa, take we." — *^ Who arc you ?" I replied. 
Vol. I.— 19 
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*^ Sailor negfers, sir : we 'Mudians, sir : they take we, sir; 
they put we, in boat, sir, because we row well, sir." — " You 
come into my boat, and tell them to go, and never come 
near this place again," returned I. *^ Yes, massa," was the 
answer, as the two black fellows jumped joyously in by my 
side ; but they spoke too little Spanish to repeat what I de- 
sired. I had forgot I had an interpreter at hand, till Diego 
shouted forth very distinctly some words in his sort of Span- 
ish, which, perhaps, conveyed the meaning of all I meant to 
say to the Spaniard pretty accurately ; for the officer replied, 
that ** The schooner was a smuggler, and his commander 
had a right to take him/' This Diego ii\terpreted : to 
which I made him reply, " Within the limits of your own 
shore, but not under the flag of an English garrison." — " 1 
think," said the officer, <^ our captain will be sorry for the 
affair." — ** Very well !" I replied ; " so he ought. Good- 
night I" And I instantly gave orders to row towards shore, 
the Spanish boat taking the opposite direction. 

In a few minutes, the anxiety of my beloved wife crossed 
my mind. I called the canoe alongside ; made the two 
sailors there take my place in the boat ; and myself stepping 
into theirs in the canoe, w6. sprang forward like an arrow. 
As soon as I could discern my Eliza as she stood bn the 
shore, I cried out, with all my might, " All's well !" To 
which she replied by repeating the same words, the sound 
of which delighted my heart and ear. Almost in an instant 
we were on the beach, wlierq our wives ran forward to meet 
us, each true to nature in the reception we received. When 
my beloved could raise her head from my breast, and the 
power of speech returned, her first question was, >' Is any 
one killed ?"— *« No, my angel 1"— »< Is any one hurt ?"— 
" Not any one, love !" — " Blessed he God," she replied, 
'* that blood has not been spilt, even in our own defence !" 
She took my arm, and silently, with full hearts, we walked 
up to the house. A candle was burning on the table when 
we entered. " What have |pu got there, Edward ?'' asked 
she; a little flush passing over her cheek. **The officer's 
sword," I replied : " we^disarmed them, and sent them 
back to their ship." — '* That was right," she exclaimed ; 
•* that was as it should be.". While my soul's dearer part 
and I were thus conversing, Diego and Xavier were also 
exciting vivid emotiqns in their female auditory ; and inter- 
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ested as I was in the deep feelings of my dear wife, my atten- 
tion could not help being sometimes drawn aside by the 
ridioulous gestures of Diego, and the ludicrous .manner of 
his mixing Spanish and English in his recital. 

It was not long before the captain and his six men, -to- 
gether with the two negro captives, bringing with them the 
eight Spanish muskets and our own weapons, arrived. I 
directed that all should come in ; and as there were no other 
seats for the men, I requested them to sit on the floor. Rota 
was desired to place before ihem the provisions which had 
been provided for our retreat to the promontoi-y, while I took 
a bottle of hoUands from the case, and made a bowl of grog, 
serving it round myself; not passing Diego and Xavier, nor 
the two Bermudian negroes we had rescued from the Span- 
iards. Afler they all were refreshed^ the captain's crew 
were sent on board, taking the two Bermudians with them 
for the night. The captain and myself now took some re- 
freshment, and by the time we had finished, the day began 
to dawn. " Up, Diego," said I, " and be ready to hoist our 
colours and fire a musket, at sunrise : the Spaniard must see 
we are not asleep." Diego felt what the French call 
" Tesprit de corps :" in a moment he caught up the musket, . 
examined it to see if all was right, and set off for the flagstaff^ 
Exactly as the sun rose he discharged his piece ; and as he 
hoisted the ensign, perhaps, stout-hearted as he was, he 
wished a safe voyage to our enemy, doping to see him no 
more. 

In about an hour he returnecf^olfe. '* Well, Diego," 
said I, "is the Spaniard gone?" — "No, sir," he replied; 
" not gone ; sail all up ; wait for sea-breeze." — " I reckon 
that is just the case," observed the captain : now, if you 
please," continued he, " I will go on board and turn in." 
To this I assented ; and as soon as he departed, made my 
dear wife lie down in the cot, while I piled up the arms^ in 
our own room, and disposed of the ammunition. She en- 
treated me to take rest, but dlUt, at presentt ^ ^^^ l^^i* ^&s 
impossible. I could not sleep till the enemy was fairly gone. 
I therefore directed Xavier and MHwife to go up to the flag- 
staff, and sleep turn and turn about ; so keeping a sufficient 
look-out on the brig. They cheerfully complied ; and I 
made Diego retire to his htt and lie down, as his wife and 
daughter were both faSt asleep on the floor in one comer of 
the hall. After all this, I went aodly \tvto o^ b^drXKtfs^nxxXs)^ 
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jsit down quietly near my dear wife, and there to turn many 
important matters over in my mind ; but she was awake, 
and said, ^' You need not tread so softly, dear Edwar^ ; I 
am not asleep. How happy I am you rescued these two 
poor Bermudian negroes from the Spaniard I I suppose he 
would hare sold them in the end." — " Very likely, dear," 
I replied ; '* I also rejoice they are here ; for they will add 
strength to our little colony, w^hether we go or stay." — 
** That, too, is a good thing," she replied ; *' for what a 
dreadful circumstance would it be to our poor negro friends 
here, if they should ever fall into the hands of their old mas- 
ters again !" 

In this way we talked, until the morning was considerably 
advanced ; for my^ Eliza could not close her eyes, so was 
her spirit awake ; and for me, it only remained to seek re- 
freshment in a good bath, and change of linen. Rota. and 
her daughter were now aroused from their slumbers, and 
set about cleaning the hall and laying breakfast. By this 
time Xavier and his wife returned from the flagstaff, bring- 
ing with them the happy intelligence that the sea-breeze 
had reached the guarda-costa, and that he was going from 
U8 with all sail set. We were now at rest : every other 
consideration seemed light, compared with the possible con- 
sequences of persevering hostility from the Spaniard. 

Diego next made his appearance^ he looked a little queer» 
from the fatigue and anxieties of the preceding day. I told 
him to go and bathe in the sea, change his clothes, and in- 
vite the captain to come on shore to breakfast. I also bade 
him bring the Bermudians with him. He smiled at the idea 
of ^bathing and changing his clothes, but went away with his 
usual good-humour, to do as I desired him. In half an hour 
the captain joined us at breakfast — a repast which would not 
have disgraced a Scotsman's board— flour-cakes and butter, 
plenty of eggs, fish, and coffee ! The two Bermuda negroes 
stood in the hall by the door ; and in reply to my question, 
if they were married? they answered, "No, sir," and 
laughed. I then asked them as to their capture by the Span- 
iard. They answered, thK they belonged to Master Eliab 
Tucker df Bermuda, and were taken in a schooner of his 
on the Spanish Main, some months ago ; that their captain 
and his mate were now in prison at Carthagena ; but all the 
crew, consisting of negroes, had been sold, except themselves, 
Wio^werekept on board the guarda-costa, because the; wei:^ 
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thought good sailors, and behaved quietly and obediently* 
*< But," continued one- of them, << I tank God, massa, we got 
away : tem' Paniards bad fellows, sir." — «* Well, never mind 
what they are : you strive to be good, and that will show 
you really do thank God for your deliverance. I do not 
feel," added T, ^< that it is my duty to send you back to your 
master at Bermuda ; but if you wish to return to him, I will 
endeavour to provide you with the opportunity. If you do^ 
not like to go back, I think you have now the right to refuse, 
for you are free men : when the Spaniard took you, Mr. 
Tucker lost his right over you ; and now that I have taken 
you from the Spaniard, I freely give you any right that I may 
have acquired in you. I therefore do not hesitate to tell you 
that you are free ; but I will not venture to tell you that the 
laws of Bermuda may not think otherwise. So, if you should 
go back to that island, do not be surprised if the authorities 
there should despise the manumission I would give you, as a 
certificate of your liberty." They unilerstood me perfectly, 
and thanked me over and over Again, saying they would do 
any thing I wished. " Very well," said I, " we will talk 
over the matter by-and-by." I now called to Diego, and 
told him to take the men, and treat them as one of ourselves; 
adding, that for the present they must live with him and 
Xavier. " .What are your names ?" said I, addressing my- 
self again to the Bermudians. '^Jack Martin, sir," an- 
swered the one : " Jemmy Purdy, sir," replied the other. 
•^ Oh, you ^re Christians, then, I presume," returned I. 
*' Oh yes, massa, you see we have two name." — " Were you 
ever baptized ?" said I. " No, sir," answered Jack Martin^ 
" we no more Christian except have two name." — "Oh, 
very well," rejoined J ; ** go with Diego, and we will talk 
more on this too another day." They made some very low 
bows, to the great amusement of Diego, who himself was a 
great proficient in that way, and retired. Jack Martin was 
a tall young man, with fine features, approaching to the Eu^ 
ropean, but his skin was black a^ jet. Jemmy Piirdy was 
rather short and ugly, but seemed very good tempered. 

Af^er they were gone, I turned round to the captain, and 
asked what were his plans, now the coast was clear ? In this 
question I inquired when he meant to sail, and where he 
was bound to. ^* I am bound for the Chesapeake," returned 
he; ''but the schooner leaks so fast, Lwill not venture 
to put to aea without looking at her bottom ; and to ^that» 

19* 



I guess we must heave her down.*' — ** You shall not want 
assistance," I replied ; ^' look out for a place that will suit 
your purpose", and let me know." 

After breakfast, he went along the beach in his boat, and 
in about an hour reappeared, telling me he thought the best 
place would be the southern side of the rocky point, near 
the run of water. "Very well," said I; "set about the 
work at daylight to-morrow morning ; and, meanwhile, lend 
me a couple of your hands to-day, to assist in transferring 
some casks of provisions from a dwelling-house to a store 
that we have just finished." — *' 1 may do that," he replied, 
** if four men can keep the schooner dry, I guess." Diego 
was now ordered to move all the barrels from bis bouse to 
the store, which he said he would do speedily, with the as- 
sistance of the two sailors from the schooner, and the two 
Bermudians. Leaving him to his work, I desired Xavier to 
keep in attendance on me : then giving my wife my arm, 
and accompanied by the captain, and followed by Mira and 
Fidele, we walked through the woodland region to the plank 
house. "This place," said I, '* captain, will do to stow 
your cargo in. What is it ?" — " Nothing but cacao in bags," 
he replied. " Well," said I, *^ what this house won't hold, 
you must cover over on the beach wilh a sail." 

I then addressed myself to Xavier, telling him, that, as 
the ship's repairs would be going on so near our live- 
stock, I must take precautions they should not get hurt by 
accident or carelessness. ' I therefore directed him to im- 
mediately set about boarding up the entrance of the thicket 
from one side to the other ; adding, that when it was done, 
the poultry must be penned in there, until the work about 
the schooner was completed. I pointed out where there 
were plenty of planks lying at hand, and he knew where 
there were hinges and locks to spare for a door. Xavier 
cheerfully said he would do his best, but must have help to 
do it quickly. On this, as the place was in the > shade, I 
volunteered my assistance ; the captain instantly did the 
same ; and both together we soon dug a trench in the sand, 
between two and three feet deep, ffom rock to rock, across 
the mouth of the opening, that enclosed the thicket and the 
cave. While Xavier placed the planks an end in the trench, 
we followed bis movements, refilling it with the sand, to 
make firm the foundation of our wooden wall. In this way 
we made short work of it, finishing our part by two o'clock* 
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at which hour we all returned to the plantation house, taking 
with us the two camp stools from pur old palace. The 
other people had dined ; so we sent Xavier his dinner from 
our table ; and thinking himself thus honourably regaled^ 
he hastened back with his wife to nail some boards acposs^ 
the thicket fence, and to put in a few props, having then 
only to finish his job by hanging a plank-made door with 
lock and hinges. 

An hour before sunset, the provision casks were all re- 
moved from Diego's dwelling to the storehouse ; and then 
he most courteously gave up his house to accommodate the 
crew of the schooner while heaving her down. I sent for 
him, and told him the schooner was to be hauled up to the 
rock early the next morning to be unloaded, and afterward 
to be hove down there to repair her bottom ; in consequence 
of this, I wished a good supply of mullet for the men to be 
taken that night by torchlight, and put into the conservatory, > 
I added, that we would walk over at the proper time to 
witness the exploit. I also desired him to find a new po- 
sition for the fish-pots ; perhaps off the rocky shore of the 
open ground, or towards the southern part of the promon- 
tory. He replied it should all be done ; and he hoped, as I 
was so kind to the people, they would behave themselves 
well. The captain said he would answer for that ; *' And so 
will I too," replied I, " for it shall be my business to make 
such arrangements as will prevent their misconducting 
themselves, at least towards us." 

After coffee we walked over to the isthmus, taking all 
our household wrth us. Xavier had just completed his work : 
and there was now a general muster, and driving of the 
ducks and poultry into the enclosed thicket, where a hole 
had been previously made in the earth, and a bucket of wa- 
ter sunk in it for them to drink ; also a good allowance of 
bruised corn was scattered about ; and seeing my prisoners 
all busy pecking, I locked the gate, and put the key in my 
pocket; my wife and myself only having a knowledge of 
what was locked in, besides ducks and fowls. 

When the stars appeared, Diego began his torchlight fish- 
ing ; having, by my desire, the two fiermudians with him. . 
The mullet soon began to spring, and dropped so thick into 
the punt, that Jemmy Purdy, in his eagerness to gather them 
into the central part that contained water, fell overboard ; 
and in attempting to get into the punt again, he caused her 
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to heel over so much that she filled, iand turned his compft- 
nion and DiegO) torch and all, into the sea : the lucky fish 
the while made their esc(|pe. After the first alarm had sub- 
sided, we laughed a good deal at the accident, as the mea 
scrambled out. Xavier then insisted on making the fishing 
with the women, while the drowned rats went home- and 
changed their clothes ; but the poor fellows would not be so 
mastered : they stripped off their shirts, lighted a pew torch, 
and went to it again with equal sport and inore care, finish- 
ing by throwing a large supply into the conservatory. We 
then left them ; and I desired the trio to call at the house, 
in their way home, to receive a glass of grog each, which 
they did ; and as they drank it, Diego said, *^ Much obliged 
to you. Jemmy Purdy." Jemmy, who also was a wag in 
his way, replied with, ^^ Your good health, Don Diego ;'' and 
from thfit time his companions often addressed him so, which 
Diego always took in good part, and sometimes with no small 
feeling of pride and consequence. The fact was, Diego 
had a namesake, an officer in the guarda-costa, whom 
Jemmy Purdy always had beeti accustomed to address in that 
manner ; but it was peculiarly ridiculous to us, from other 
associations. 

We then smoked a cigar ; when I took the opportunity 
of telling the captain as much of our history as I thought 
expedient ; mentioning my wish to return to Jamaica as 
soon as I could find the means ; intending to bring from 
thence men, and such things as might be necessary to put a 
jury mainmast in the brig, and to otherwise equip her for 
sea, so as to take us afterward to Honduras, lie said he 
guessed I should have to wait a long time before I found a 
vessel going to Jamaica. This was the amount of his reply, 
which I did not like, being a very cold-hearted way of treat- 
ing the subject. Here, then, the matter rested ; but after 
he took his leave, my dear wifb said to me^ <^ I perceived 
you were not pleased with that man's answer to what yott 
intended as an appeal to his feelings. But never mind his 
hard nature, my dear Edward : you deserve his gratitude, as 
well as his sympathy ; but where there is little generosity of 
feeling, money can generally do every thing ; and if yoa 
choose to have his vessel, it is in your power to buy it."-^ 
" I think you are right, my love," I replied ; " but I will say 
notliing to hira on the subject, until the sohooner is. nearly 
ready for sea." 
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Friday, i||b.^^hej»Mi90ner was hauled to the rock ; and 
the people ||bmmeiieed unloading. I sent for the captain 
to breakfast; during which, he asked me to assist him with 
my negroes. I told him they were all free men, but I would 
speak to them on the subject ; and, when the business was 
done, if they helped him, he must settle with them for their 
labour at the same rate he would pay at Norfolk. To this, 
ader some quibbling, he agreed. I then sent for Diego and 
Xavier, and the two Bermudians, and repeated in their pre- 
sence what I had just proposed : to which he substantially 
assented. " x\s far as depends on myself, captain," said I, 
'' you and jour men shall receive all hospitality and assist- 
ance." The two negro houses were eventually given up ; 
the one to the captain, the other to the crew ; and the plan- 
tation shed "was fitted up for my own men : the women the 
while sleeping in the great hall. I took Diego aild Xavier 
into council on this arrangement, of which they highly ap*- 
proved. A good deal of the cargo was got out, and car- 
ried to the plank house the next day ; while the women 
made preparations for the Sabbath. 

Sunday, 16th. — On the preceding evening the captain and 
myself had some argumentative conversation on the subject 
of his proceeding with his work on the Sabbath ; to which 
determination of his I was at last obliged to put my decided 
negative^ On my pronouncing it rather sternly, he. said, 
with an air of stupid acquiescence, he must enter a protest, 
and he hoped I would not refuse to sign it. I assured him I 
certainly would sign it, if he should think it necessary. 

• At ten o'clock every one was summoned to prayers, which 
we endeavoured to make as impressive as we could ; but 
there wa^ little attention, and no devotion, excepting on the 
part of our old friends and fellow-christians. After divine 
service, I proposed to the captain (if it would be any amuse- 
ment for him), to row round one of the islands before 
dinner ; but he objected, saying, his men were tired, and he 
reckoned they would rather lie down under the cotton-tree. 
I theh asked him if he would like to go with one of my 
people to the flagstaff. , To this he assented ; and I desired 
Diego to attend him, and show him all civility. It seems, 
on the way, he swore a little at me, for preventing their 
proceeding with the schooner on that day; but Diego 
reproved him sharply, and said to me the next day, when 
speaking of oqr guest, ** That captain, sir, not very good." 
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As the crew of the schooner were lying about, idle, I 
thought it right to keep the rest of. our own men at home 
also, $iinong whom I included the Bermudians ; and to let. 
these see how I meant to deal with them, I desired Xavier 
to bring them to me. ^'Friends," said I, ^< it is my wish, if 
' it should be yourS) to take you into my family, and to treat 
you as I clo those you found here. They will tell you how 
we live together ; and if it be agreeable to you to abide - 
here, I will provide wives for each of you at no distant 
period. You shall each have a house also, and a piece of 
land, for your comfort and support." They both cried out 
at once, they believed I was ^' a good and true man ; find a 
brave man too ; and they would stick by me.*' — *' I am glad 
of it," I replied ; '* and it will be my endeavour to make 
you happv." Xavier, who understood very well the purport 
of what nad passed, shook them both by the hand, and saiJ^ 
"I very glad too." 

At noon, a good dinner was given to all hands ; and at 
one the captain returned and dined with us. AAer dinner 
he strolled about ; while* my dear wife and I remained within, 
readiiig the Bible ; but after some time he came back to 
take coffee and a cigar. 1 cannot say we were either mijch 
amused or edified by his conversation ; he spoke of the 
blacks as rf they were nothing better than beasts of burden; 
and ventured some jokes on the sober-mmded people of 
New-England, that were not received as he expected. 
** You call yourselves Buckskins," said my dear wife (after 
listening long with much patience to his nonsense), " and 
with any thin^ but a feeling of brotherly love, you call yoUr 
northern neighbours Brother Jonathan ; sneering at his quiet 
and peaceful demeanour, and deriding his most punctual 
observance of this most holy day. I will hope, captain," 
continued she, ^^ that the day may come when an American 
shall be ashamed of the name of Buckskin." This was 
rather severe, but he deserved it. While we were talking, 
Diego was regaling the schooner's crew with some cigars 
of his making ; but unluckily the captain had allowed the 
men to bring rum on shore, without saying any thing to me 
about it ; and in consequence they becapie'^ry noisy^ which 
induced their sable host to break up the entertainm^sit, ^d . 
come to me with a whisper communicating the stkte^they 
were in. I was not well pleased, so that I rebukcid my;- 
irorthy Diego on the instant for allowing the introduction of 
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rum in any quantity among them, requesting the captain at 
the same time never to let them have one drop beyond their 
allowance as long as they remained here ; for intoxicated 
men could not be governed. ^< I guess it was no rum of 
mine/* he replied ; '* some of their own stuff I reckon. 
There's no oth^r time for them to drink it,'* continued he, 
** but in harbour upon Sundays. 1 could scarcely restrain 
my indignation at this reply : this much however escaped 
me — *< No one shall drink rum here on Sundays, sir ! I tell 
you that." On which he offered some sort of apology, 
ivhich went little further than to declare that the rum was 
not his ; which, by-the-way, 1 could have believed, without 
much ado to substantiate it Afler this he soon took his 
leave ; and, in truth, my dear wife and myself were so sidk 
of these strangers, that we wished them gone, and safely 
anchored in the waters of the Chesapeake.* I, however, 
saw every one to his quarters by eight o'clock, and desi^'ed 
Diego and Xavier to get up now and then during the night, 
and walk round the grounds, to observe whether all remained 
quiet. After our retiring, my dear wife and myself poured 
out our hearts to God our Father, in thanksgiving for our 
late deliverance, and in prayer for his grace to the obdurate 
as well as to ourselves. 

In the course of the ensuing week the orew unloaded 
and hove down the schooner. They found part of the false 
keel gone, and the end of a plank in the bottom pierced by 
the rocks on which she had struck. The captain came to 
me in great distress when it was discovered; for he had 
neither carpenter nor carpenter's tools oq Mlajd. " Your 
bad condition," said I, somewhat austerely, ^ would b^ likely 
to detain you longer here than the observance of the Sab- 
bath, if you were left to your own resources ; but you shall 
not be left to them ; all shall be done for you that you may 
require : and I hope, if you should be here another Sunday, ^ 
I shall hear no more of a protest." He now seemed rather 
ashamed of himself, if I did not mistake the feeling that his 
embarrassment expressed. I, however, immediately sent 
for Xavier, and desired him to take a couple of felling axes, 
and go with the captain in his boat to the place most likely 
to afford a long, straight, and hard tree, to make a false keel ; 
and to measure what he might want before he went, s^nd 
bring away two or more trees»* if needed, for the purpose 
required. This ordes was carried into effect without loss of 
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time ; the whole of the crew being employed, all that day, 
in hewing down the timber, and bringing it to the place where 
the schooner lay hove down, keel out. 

This matter being arranged, I took Diego with me to the 
ship, to ransack the steerage for some more seamen's clothes 
to rig our poor Bermudians ; but we found little worth bring- 
ing away : so I determined to make free with some of our 
lost captain's commonest things, and by that means made 
up a couple of kits for our two new colonists. Diego put 
them ibto two of the empty chests I had before left in the 
steerage, and then as briskly conveying them to the punt 
(for he delighted in the pleasure they would give), he rowed 
round to the plantation, where I met him, and delivered 
them to Martin and Purdy in the same way I had done to 
my shipwrecked friends. The poor fellows were very thank- 
ful, and assisted each other up with the chests to the planta- 
tion-shed, their present habitation ; where, as Diego after- 
ward told me, they overhauled them with great satisfaction. 

As the opportunity was a good one, my dear wife and my- 
self, followed only by our faithful little dog (Mira being de- 
sired to stay with her mother), made a visit to the cave, 
takmg with us a basket of bruised corn. I unlocked the 
gate, and locked it again afler me, taking Fidele in my arms ; 
while my wife, holding the basket, strewed the corn to our 
clamorous poultry. We then went into the cave, and I 
satisfied myself, by feeling the wall, that no one had dis- 
turbed it. The object of our coming being thus accom- 
plished, we returned home, and sat down to dinner \vithout 
our visiter, whose absence was to us a great relief. 

The captain, however, made his appearance a little before 
sunset in prime spirits, telling us that he had got two capital 
fiticks which they had cut on the opposite shore, and hoped 
he would now soon be ready for sea. " Are you driving for 
a market," said I, " or is it for a new freight that you are so 
anxious to proceed on your voyage ?" — '^ No," returned he ; 
*' but loss of time is loss of money. I am paid by the voyage, 
and not by the month ; the vessel is my own, and I must 
make as much of her as I can." — "And who does your 
cargo of cacao belong to?" said I. "To the merchant 
Dwyer at Norfolk," he replied. " And what freiglit do you 
receive for that ?" — " Oh I I am to have so much for the run 
out and home." — " Very well," returned I ; " then you are 
not confined to time, s6 that you make the voyage in the 
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end ?"-!-" Yes," be said, " I am confined to time, because 
every day's delay is time lost to me, which I might employ 
profitably if the voyage was finished." — " Now 1 understand 
you," I replied ; ^' I see how it is; and since you have told 
me that the vessel is your own, no time shall be lost in re*- 
pairing her for you. Every assistance shall be given to your 
men, and I will pay my people for doing it, as perhaps you 
are not very rich." He spoke in reply with some feeling 
on this, saying, I overpowered him with my generosity ; that 
he had a wife and family ; and though, besides the schooner 
and the two thousand dollars he had with him, he owned a 
little farm, yet times were hard. He now seemed a little 
humanized, and we felt disposed to make every allowance to 
old habits and neglected religious education for his sordid 
manner of proceeding. I howevef dropped the subject 
nearest to our hearts for the present, and after he had taken 
his cigar, we mutually wished ** Good night." 

When he was gone, I said to my Eliza, " You were right ; 
money is this man's idol. I see we may take him to Ja- 
maica, if we please ; but I will not start the project to him 
until the schooner is repaired and reloaded." From this 
time to the end of the week every thing went on orderly, and 
on Sunday the Sabbath was observed by the new comers 
with some appearance of devotion. The captain was in 
good-humour, and afler prayers he proposed rowing out into 
the sound, where he would amuse himself with making some 
observations on the course of the open channel. He did so ; 
and having taken a compass and a pencil and paper with 
him, he noted such landmarks as kept it open. On his re- 
turn he showed me the observations he had made/of which I 
gladly took a copy. 

The false keel being quite ready on the following Mon- 
day, it was fixed the next day ; and on Wednesday, a new 
piece of plank which I furnished was put in, and all well 
caulked and paid with our own oakum and pitch before 
night. On Thursday they were embarking the cacao, which 
was packed in bags of about a hundred weight each, called 
a fanega. 

WhHe sitting after dinner, as I helped my guest to a glass 
of wirfe, I said to him, ^^ How long might it take a good 
sailing vessel to bea^ tip from this plaee to Kingston V^ — ** I 
can't say," he replied ; " I guess three weeks, over or under, 
as the trade-wind might veer." — " Well, now^ if it is a fair 

Vol. L'-ZO 
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question,'* I rejoined, ^^ what may you have for the run from 
Norfolk to Santa Martha and back ?"— " Why," said he, 
*^ SIX hundred dollars : it should be seven hundred, but then 
I made more than that by the black fellows I bought at St. 
Domingo on my way ; and I had need, for I shipped two 
extra hands on their account : four and myself are men 
enough for the schooner." — " Pray," continued I, *' what 
' time did you give yourself for the run, as you call it ?" — 
** Why,' I guess," said he, << about three months at mostj but 
I shan't do it now within lime." — " Well, now," said I, 
^' after all this, will you undertake to give me up your cabin 
for my wife and myself, and some money, to be landed at 
Kingston, and. wait there three days, to see whether I can 
meet with a small vessel to purchase, to bring me back here 
to save the brig and her cargo ; and for this trip I would give 
you half the amount you would receivd for three months' 
run ?" — '< That would be three hundred and fiftv dollars, I 
reckon,*' he replied. " No," I said ; " three hundred dol- 
lars." — " I will think of it," answered ^he, " and let you 
know in the afternoon." He then went away, and returned 
a little before coffee-time. << I have been thinking over your 
. ..'offer," said he, ^' and have a mind to take it ; but I am afraid 
it would break my charter-party." My dear wife, who 
hith^to'had preserved silence when he and I were discuss- 
ing the subject, abruptly spoke, and with energy, ^' You seem 
to forget," said she,* *^ that the Spaniard would have broken 
your charter-party, and reduced you and yours to beggary, 
if my brave and generous husband there had not saved you." 
On uttering this just reproof, she got up, and walked into 
the adjoining room. The fellow was struck dumb by this 
appeal. At length, somewhat recovering himself, he stam- 
mered out, <^ Well) I think I shall run all risks to oblige you ; 
for, as your wife says, it would have been all up with us but 
for you -and your people. So I will undertake to land you 
•at Kingston, with any money you may take in the cabin, on 
the terms you propose ; but we will have a written agree- 
ment, if you please." — " Certainly," said I ; " two ; one for 
you, and one for tne. But now, if I take One of my men 
with me, what will you charge for his passage ?" — ^^ I don't 
know," returned- he ; " will ten dollars be too muqh ?" — 
" No," I replied ; " I Will pay it if he^goes, and ten for a 
woman, if my wife chooses a female attendant." I now got 
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pen, ink, and paper, and without delay wrote an agreement, 
which he copied, and we duly signed them both ; he taking 
the one written by me, I the one written by him. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Aft£B coffee, 1 begged jthe captain would excuse my 
requesting bim to take His cig^r to-night at his own quar- 
ters, as I wishetl to lose no time in making my arrangements 
for departure. He accordingly took his leave. I instantly 
communicated to my Elr^a my decisive step, and almost in 
the same moment sent for Diego to come to me. He 
obeyed, and I opened the business. He was too much as- 
tonished to make me any collected remarks for some time ; 
but my point was gained so far, that lie had learned my inten- 
tion first from myself, and thereby I had obviated the 
misgivings that might have arisen, had -the people been first 
told it from any other quarter. I bade Diego come to me ' 
at sunrise next day, and bring Xavier With bim, also the 
two Bermudians. When we retired to rest, my dear wife 
and myself threw ourselves on that God who never had 
forsaken us ; and after we had prayed, we turned the matter 
over, looking at all the circumsts^nces of thd case as narrowly 
as we could, the peace, and ^comfort, and security of our 
adopted family being near to our hearts. 

Friday, 28th.— rMy dearest helpmate, as well ds myself, 
was up at daylight, and dressed, ready to receive our people. 
We had discussed together the propriety of giving Mira in 
marriage to one of the Bermudians, before we should leave 
our little establishment for even a tejt^porary absence ; and we 
determined on making the proposal at once to the damsel 
and her parents. When the people arrived, and were stand- 
ing respectfully before us in the great hall, in a few words I 
told them I was going to Jamaica for the purpose of buving 
a schooner to bring back for our use here, and also to collect 
a crew for the brig, to refit her for my future purposes. I 
added, that I wished to take one or two of them with me, 
and especially Diego. The others all immediately volun- 
teered. ^' I shall have occasion for only one more,*' said I ; 
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<^ and if you will leave it to me, I will decide." To this 
they cheerfully acquiesced. I .took Diego aside into the 
storeroom, and reiquested my wife to call in Rota. *< You 
have heard," repeated I, ^< what I am going to do; and I 
think y Diego, we must take one of our Bermudians with 
us." — " I think so, sir," he replied. " Well, then," resumed 
I, '^ Mira is a comely young woman, and if she would have no 
objection to accept of one of those clever fellows for a hus- 
band, I will marry them before I go, and we will take the other 
with us, and let him find a wife for himself at Kingston." 
Diego and Rota laughed heartily, giving their immediate 
assent ; but my wife desired Rota to bring in Mira, and a^k 
her if she would like either of the Bermudians for a husband. 
When the question was put to the girl, she courtesied, and 
said she would rather go with her Donna Seiiora to Ja- 
maica. My dear Eliza thanked her most graciously for this 
mark of her attachment, but told her it could not be : how- 
ever, she must make herself happy in knowing her affection 
was properly estimated ; and so she would find on her mis- 
tress's return. The poor girl cried a good deal, and we left 
her and her parents together. While they were communing, 
I told Xavier to make an account of how many days he and 
and the others had worked on the schooner, and bring it to 
me after breakfast. By the time I had finished my directions 
to him, Diego and Rota reappeared in the hall with their 
daughter, who now looked much abashed. The mother 
whispered something to my wife, who again whispered to 
me that Mira had fixed on Jack Martin. On hearing this 
I got up and called Martin out. I asked him, would he 
like to settle here, and marry Mira, and live as we lived ? 
Mira was a pretty negress, and gentle too. — " Yes, sir," he 
replied , " would like it. I like y9U, sir — I like the place — 
I like Mira : her fader and modet very good people, and 
she very pretty ; good little girl, sir ; will be very happy!" 
— <^Very well, Martin," said I ; "I will marry you to her 
on Sunday. And now that the girl is to be your wife, 
come in, and her father and mother shall offer her to you, 
and you shall accept her in my presence." The scene was 
rather ludicrous. Martin entered, bowing as he approached 
Diego, who retui:ned the bows with a variety of steps and 
attitudes, and a pretended taking off the hat. Rota spoke 
first. "You to be Mira's husband, Jack Martin ?"-—** If 
Mira will have Jack Martin," replied the bridegroom. Mira 
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hung doVrVi the head, but Rota clasped her son-in-law in 
her arms, and hugging him very hard and close, and kissing 
him heartily said, ** So you love Mira !" Martin embraced 
his good mother in turn, and then saluted the half-averted 
cheek of Mira, at which our friends cheered; apd I, placing 
their hands together, said, " In a few days you shall begone ; 
and may God bless you 1" 

The party then left the hall ; and my dear wife and myself 
improved the opportunity, by considering closely the many 
things we had to do in the very short time we could com- 
mand. The captain came to breakfast, and we talked over 
the busihess of our departure. After the meal, I sent for 
Purdy and Diego. " Purdy," said I, " if you choose to go 
with me to Jamaica, and return with me hither, I will take 
you ; and if you can find a freed-woman there that will marry 
you, I will bring you back together : but if you are not so 
lucky, I will purcliase a wife for you from a slave-ship — any 
girl there you naay choose." — " Will go, and return with 
you, sir," replied he; "and will do as please God." — 
" That is well said, James Purdy," observed my dear Eliza ; 
** I believe -thou art a single-hearted, honest fellow." — 
"Thank you, ma'am," said he; "you very good to think 
black man good." — " Well," returned F, " that is arranged : 
go; I shall want you by-and-by." He made a bow blithely 
and gratefully, not quite with a beau air, but like himself 
retired chirruping^. O good-nature and kindness of heart ! 
what blessings do ye impart to the possessors, and to all 
around them, even when ye find your place among those 
miscalled the outcasts of the human race ! I felt happy in 
thinking I should have this honest fellow, as well as our 
trusty Diego, with us during the voyage. 

After Purdy withdrew, I asked for Xavier, who was ready, 
with the account of work done. Eight dollars were charged ' 
for himself, and six for each of the other men ; making 
altogether twenty-six dollars, which I thought very reason- 
able wages ; and I desired him to come in with his fellow- 
workmen after our dinner. He did so, and I paid them 
before the captain, out of some money we had brought with 
us from Jamaica, for our use at St. George's Quay. After 
they were gone, the captain said it was great hospitality, and 
he always would remember it. But notwithstanding this 
fine spdbch, when I told him I intended to take Purdy in his 
xesseJ, as well as Diego, be did not seem at all disposed to 

to* 
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remit the ten dollars for the extra passenger ; and as, for- 
tunately, money was now no object to me, I only pitied the 
man who was so completely in its gripe. 

By Saturday middle, day, the cargo was nearly re-em- 
barked. I took the occasion to purchase from him three 
bags of the cacao for a doubloon each^ and paid him on 
delivery ; giving one bag to Rota, to use for our people ; 
but locking up the other two in the storeroom of the bouse. 
During Saturday afternoon, we put on board both the hen • 
coops from the brig, inhabiting fhem with a few young fowls 
and ducks, about a dozen altogether. One coop might have 
served ; but I meant to fill both, on my return, with an- 
other description of poultry. Some biscuit, butter, yams, 
pumpkins, and melons were sent on board ; also the last 
dozen of our wine, and a due portion of ground cofiee and 
sugar. All this being done, the captain expected to. sail on 
Sunday morning ; but to that I would not consent. 1 told 
him, I had three days by the charter-party: the coming 
Sabbath should go as one ; and on Monday we would weigh 
anchor with the first of the Seabreeze. He made no more 
objection to the delay, under its conditions; and it was 
agreed that we should sail as I had fixed it. 

In this short interval I had many things to do, and did 
them. I wrote certificates of freedom for each person in the 
Island, to be left behind with them ; and I gave instructions 
to Xavier and Rota how every thing was to be conducted 
in my absence. The Bermudians, meanwhile, brought to 
me the. measure of the remaining mast and yards of the brig, 
to enable me to bring from Jamaica spars for a fished main- 
mast and boom, and yards to supply those carried away 
during the storm ; as also a complete suit of sails. I left 
all the firearms, pikes, &.c. in Xavier's charge, together 
with some ammunition, charging him not to yse them but 
for self-preservation. I had thought it best not to suffer 
any thing of the kind to be taken into the schooner, except- 
ing my own pistols and the sword I had received from the 
Spaniard. On Saturday night all arrangements were com- 
pleted, and nothing remained for embarkation but ourselves, 
our cot, trunks, and money. 

Sunday, 2d March. — We endeavoured to draw all hearts 
round us this day in prayer ; and the strangers seemed more 
disposed to the exercises of devotion than heretofore^ii^fter 
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divine service, I solemnized the marriage of Martin and 
Mira, and strove to impress them with the sanctity of the 
vow they reciprocally took. I had got over my clerical 
scruples, by calling to mind that the law of England recog- 
nised any. man a minister who had a congregation ; and 
although dissenters were not competent to perform the mar- 
riage ceremony, yet justices of the peace, and other public 
functionaries, were, in our colonies, and especially in these 
seas : for instance, there is neither clergyman nor lawyer 
at the Bay of Honduras, tiie magistrate being priest and 
judge. 

I ordered a plentiful dinner for the whole party ; and that 
we might separate for a while under the most cheerful im- 
pressions, I added as much todcly, and coffee, and cigars as 
would do them good. Besides, though we did not quite 
approve of any thing like merriment on the Sabbath, yet in 
this circumstance we felt ourselves compelled to allow them 
to dance ; which they did, till nearly ten o'cloek. I then 
signified my wish that we should all reljre to rest. The 
word was instantly obeyed ; and the captain and his crew, 
also, made the best of their way to their vessel. Martin 
and his bride went to her father's house ; Xavier and his 
wife to their own. Diego and Rota took up their lodgings 
in the great hall, as I should want them both before daylight. 
My dear wife and I sat up in conference all night, and 
finished the closing of the Sabbath by prayer and thanks- 
giving to our heavenly Father, entreating for the continued 
influence of the Holy Spirit, and the favour of hid divine 
grace and protection ; and that now we were about to use 
the riches he had placed in our hands, that he would guide 
us in all things respecting their appropriation. 

In about an hour after midnight we arranged our trunks, 
and tied up. the bag of doubloons in ^wo strong handker-, 
chiefs^ This done, f awoke Diego and bis faithful helpmate ; 
and; afler talking to them a short while on some prdinary 
matters, I quietly said, '* You must now go with us to bring 
my money from the place I have kept in, for we must house 
it at the plank house by daylight, ready to be put on board 
the schooner in the morning." We accordingly set forth 
to our hidden treasury. My Eliza gave Rota half a dozen 
candles and the .tinder-box to carry. I bad provided also 
for the occasion ^ome small rope, a hammer ai^d nails, a 
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piece of cane bruised at one end for a brush, and the ink- 
bottle. Diego took Fidele in his arms, and, with my dear 
wife hanging by my side, w^ made our way by moonlight 
to the thicket. I unlocked the gate, entered, and locked it 
after us. -We passed thenc^ into the cave, where we struck 
a light ; and giving a candle to my wife, and another to 
Rota, I commenced taking down the stones from the side of 
the place, to the great surprise of Diego ; but in which work 
he soon began to assist me. In a few minutes the former 
entrance hole was cleared, and t crept through it, into the 
inner cavern. Then receiving a lighted candle from my 
Eliza, she and our faithful domestics immediately followed 
me within. There was nothing to be seen but boxes, and 
they were all very small, excepting one, so that no emotions 
were excited by such an appearance. If their contents had 
been spread out on the floor, the effect would have been very 
different. I proceeded instantly to nail down the large box 
containing the various wrought ^articles of value ; and hav- 
ing quickly completed that job, Diego and myself lashed it 
well up with rope ; and I marked it E. S. We then pro- 
ceeded to cord the thirteen boxes that held the doubloons, 
which, when so done, I marked in the same manner, adding 
their numbers in Roman figures, from I. to XIII. This 
work cost us the labour of three hours ; and after it was 
finished, we found that much time would be required to get 
the boxes out, on account of their weight. After a mo- 
ment's thought, I sent Diego for a plank, and by its means 
easily and quickly accomplished it. About one-third of the 
plank was placed through the hole (the lower edge of which 
was two feet from the ground), the plank having its short 
end resting on the floor of the inner cave, while the long 
end in the outer cave stood up five or six feet. We then 
placed a couple of boxes on the extremity of the plank 
within the recess ; and, while Diego kept them in their 
places, I took hold of the lever end of the plank in the great ' 
cave, and gradually brought it to the ground ; by (bus rais- 
ing the boxes on the inner end of the plank, in the manner 
of two boys on a seesaw, they easily and safely were made 
to slide down into the outer cave. , When all the treasure 
was got out, we replaced the stones ; and I desired our assiK- . 
ants never to mention this interior spot to any one, a^ it 
might again serve some important purpose. To this they 
^ave me their promise. 
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By daylight, we had carried all the treasure to the plank 
house ; the large chest being the least heavy of the whole. 
'^ Go» Diego," said I, ** and take leave of your friends for a 
little time ; we will stay here till you return. But you, Rota, 
hasten home to get breakfast for us; and when Diego re- 
joins us, we wUl come and take it ; and then prepare for 
embarkation." Diego soon returned, and we lefl him in 
charge of the boxes, with directions not to quit the spot till 
I sent Xavier to him to assist in putting them on board. 

With care on our brow, my beloved and myself now walked 
once more, arm in arm, through that woodland region where 
so oAen we had strayed with joyous and light hearts, with 
no companion but our affectionate Fidele, no watchfulness 
but for the growth of our pumpkin and melon beds. Now 
we were oppressed by riches, and the desire of acting with 
prudence and precaution with respect to all the persons Pro- 
vidence had connected with us. As we approached our. 
dwelling, we looked on the silk-cotton- tree with a sigh, under 
whose friendly shade we so often had reposed in undisturbed 
felicity ; thinking it might be possible we never should repose 
there again. But the ^assembling of ouf people around ha 
roused our energies : we paid our compliments to the new- 
married couple ; and I talked aside with Xavier on many 
points to which,! directed his attention * 

While at breakfast the captain came on shore, and we 
hurried to embark. Xavier lashed up our cot ; he and Mar- 
tin corded the trunks ; and then, with my pistols in my belt, 
and my spyglass in my hand, with my soul's' treasure, my 
Eliza, under my arm, and Fidele close at her feet, i found 
myself in a few minutes in the boat that was to row us to the 
schooner. We had stepped in from the beach of the plan- 
tation. Most of our things were already on board, and 
safely stowed away ; and we soon reached the vessel, which, 
at my request, lay with her side to the rock. When we 
arrived, and embarked with the remainder of our luggage,^ 
the captain thought all was on board, as one of the trunks 
was rather heavy ; but I told him the money was yet to be 
brought, and it was for that reason I had wished him not to 
haul out. I now sent Xavier and the two Bermudians to 
Di^o, at the plank house, to assist him in bringing the boxes 
on board ; telling Rota to remain there till all were fetched 
away. I kept the deck; while tmy dear wife, who went 
below, saw th^ boxes taken down, and stowed commodiously 
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id the cabin : Rota accompanied the last ; with which I went 
down myself, and counted them : after which I locked the 
cabin door. 

We were now all on deck, and the schooner hauled out 
from the rock, with our ctinoe alongside, as well as his boat. 
When 'he was about to hoist sail, my wife and I took an 
affectionate leave of those we were to leave behind. The 
women vrept bitterly, while my dear Eliza endeavoured to 
console them by a faithful promise of our return, should it 
so please Grod ; and with our united parting blessing, we 
enjoinedthem to keep the Sabbath with all possible holiness. 
Being now under sail, Xavier and Martin were desired to land 
the women, and then to follow us to sea in the canoe until we 
should haul down our colours. We went out with a fine 
breeze; and, after rounding the promontory, I requested 
the captain to proceed under easy sail, till we got clear of 
the reefs and shoals. I took the sketch I had made from my 
pocket, and carefully noted the landmarks for the channel, 
as we went along, causing the lead to be hove every now 
' and then, to mark the soundings. We continued to stand 
on, nearly due south, edging away and hauling up occasion- 
ally to avoid a sh6al, for nearly three hours, leaving the canoe 
considerably astern ; and, as I saw no occasion to take the 
poor fellows further out to sea, we hauled down our colours, 
and they returned ; at which time we might be twelve or 
fourteen miles off the land, — shoals and breakers extend- 
ing as far as we could see, both east and west of us. At 
twelve o'clock we took an observation, making the latitude 
140 20' north. About 2 P. M. we had brought the broken 
water to the westward, abaft the beam, the promontory bear- 
ing N. 7 El, distant about eight leagues ; that height, and 
the high bluA of the westernmost island, appearing as two 
rocks. We now edged away to the westward, and presently 
brought these two lar^lmarks in one, which I now set at 
N.N.E. Finding the broken water still abaft the b^am, we 
J^ept away west, and gradually hauled to the wind, on the 
starboard tack, having the broken water upon the beani till 
nearly sunset, by which time we saw nothing but a clear sea 
all round us. We continued to stand on the same tack all 
night ; but about ten o'clock we had passed over the tail of 
a sand-bank, where the water broke a little, and on the edge 
of which there was but three fathoms water. After this 
escape, we thought it prudent to keep the vessel away a 



1735. SIB EDWARD sxawabd's NABRATIVJI. 239 

little ; but the night being clear, and nothing to be seen like 
broken water, we again hauled to the wind, and Btood on 
till daylight, when we went about on the other tack, and at 
noon we saw the land again bearing S.E., distant about 
seven leagues, with a great deal of intermediate broken waier. 
We stood on towards the land for an hour, when we discov- 
ered a hummock in the distance ; but the water shoaled, and 
we near^d the breakers, which obliged us to tack. In an 
hour I requested the captain to go about again ; and as we 
were working to windward to get up to Jamaica, it was all 
the same to him, so he did it, until we brought the distant 
easternmost hummock to bear souths and then shut it in ; 
by which I was satisfied we were off the north end of the 
islands, and the hummock I saw in the distance was our 
dear promontory. I requested the captain to continue to 
work to windward by tack€ of an hour, all the afternoon, to 
give me an opportunity of making notes and sketches as to 
the different appearances of the land; but before the sun set 
we put her head to the northward, taking leave of the island. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 



XdS&AIlT OF nXEOT HOVBIiS. 



Tan eoUeetJon will enilffaee no works but sacb 98 bare received the 
iflDpress of fenenil approtetiQii, orbave Iteea written by authon orestab- 
liahed cbaraeter; anid the publisheni hope to reedve such encouragMneDt 
ftom the public patronage as will enable them, in the course of time, to 
produce a series of wons of uniform appearance, and including most of 
the really valuable novels and romances that have be^n or shall be issued 
ftom the modem English and American press. The store from which 
they axe at liberty to ohoose is already sufficiently great to ensure them 
against any want of good material ; and it is their intention to make such 
arrangements as shall warraat the public confidence in the judgment with 
which the selection vrill be made. The price, too, will be so moderate as 
to make the work accessible to almost any income ; and the style in which 
it is to be performed will render U a nieat and conyoiient addition to every 
library^ Gevaal voIuuqqi are already published.— S«e CatcUogue, 



TOfJTO AND BKANHOOD OF CYRIZ. THORITTON. 
4- BToTel* In 2 ▼oto* liSmo* 

** It abounds in talent, in Ugh and original conception, aind vigorous 
canying oat of otaaraoters; asid is brought home -to all, and made, as it, 
were, a part of real life, by its connexion with, and dependence upon, 
aoeoes thai have acinally passed in our own time, and, as it were, b^re 
our own eyes. It, like the novels of Scott, is of a class that will bear to 
be read and read again.** — Neuf-Ymrk American 

** Cyril Thornton is one of the best works of fiction which the present 
century has produced.**— JV. T. Evening Post 

^ This is a good beginning. Oyril Thomum is a most imexseptioiiable 
work. Its great popularity in England and fai this country is well 
earned. Its style, tone, and mrpose are equally (hultlesa. It is a history 
of human nature, revealing snoal^ and quicksands which lie In the way of 
all the mariners who make the vpvage of lifb. It ranks fairly with that 
class (rf books which are calculated to rtaider those who use them better, 
happier^ wiser.^— iL/frony Eoenxng jmvmal. 

** A. work that has aequired for its author the reputatioo of a refined 
and powerihl writer."— Soston Ccvrier. 

"• The tribunal of EdMpean critics has already awarded to the anfhnr 
a high seat in the synagogue of letters ; and we doubt not that hicf <hme 
is destined to become eztenrive and perpetual.**— J^penm^JbumaZ. 

** It is a novel of the first order ; and those who have never read it bad 
better procure it forthwith.**— B. M. Mtrror. 

^'CkHonel Ba]Bilton*s powers of description are of no infMor order.**-— 
attmaard 

** Very popular and interesttaig volumes.**— Bosfon Stateaman. 

"A work of reputation among its elass, and ranking, indeed, with the 
most respectable among the good novels of the day."— CJkories^on GesutU, 

" A valuable work.**— il?bany Dailf Adv&Haer. 

** Of ^ merits <^this work, wUeh ts already well known tothepiridie, 
It wmrid be supei^noiis to speak."— Courier 4* Enquirer. 

** It nmks asMBg tlw best of modem novds."— Jf ereonljte AAnevtUer, 
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THE FAMILY LIBRARY. 



The (dd English dramatists, the IHends and contemp o raries of Shaks- 
peare, have ccHitribated one of the most valuable portions to the poetic 
literature of our country. Biit, abounding as they do in wit and (kney, 
in force and copiousiieiM of expression, in truth and variety of character, 
in rapid change of incidents, in striking and interesting situations, and, 
above all, in justice and elevation of sentiment, — their works are totally 
unknown to the generality of readera, and are only found in the hands of 
an adventurous few who have deviated fhim the beaten paths of study 
to explore for themselves less familiar and exhausted tracts of literary 
amusement The neglect of these authors, in an age so ikvourable to 
works of imagination as the present, can only be ascribed to that occa- 
sional coarseness of language which intermixes with and pollutes the 

boiuty of their most exquisite scenes Under these circumstances, the 

editora of the F^emiily Library have determined on publishing a selection 
ftom the plays of Massinger, Beaumont and Fletcher, Ford, Shirley, Web- 
ster, Middleton, and othere, ranitting all such scenes and passages as ate 
inconsistent with the delicacy and refinement of modem taste and man- 
ners. Whenever it is possible, the play wiU be printed entire. 



THS PIiATS OF PHTLIP HASSHTOBR. In 3 toIs. 

ISmo. IVltli a. Portrait. 

_* There can be little doubt that the wqrks of those dramatists who 
flourished in the time of Shakspeare will be eagerly purchased, as they 
are very much wanted in this country. Although containing the essence 
of poetry, few on this side of the Atlantic are acquainted with their merits. 
It is singular that they have not been reprinted here before. A Uttle of 
the solid thought and laboured composition of those days might be advan- 
tageously substituted for much of the flrippery now cut down into tedious 
metre, and eked out with forced and hackneyed rhyme." — N. Y. Mirror^ 

*< The lovera of poetry and the drama may now, for the first time, pos- 
sess the works of all the distinguished writera of the renowned Elizabethan 
age, at a cost which most pockets can bear; in a form and style, too, 
which would recommend them to the most tasteAil book-collector. A 
portrait of Massinger adorns the firat volume ; and what little is known 
of the dramatist is given in a short account of his Me.^-:-Examiner. 

<« The plays of Miassinger abourd in strongly drawn characters, vivid 
imagery, classical language, and interesting situations."— JV. Y. Standard. 

" Massinger stands in the highest rank as a dramatic writer, and per- 
haps approaches his great contemporary, Shakspeare, nearer than any 
other."— 7%e Albion. 

*^ Massinger is held to be a writer of remarkable vigour of thought : his 
language is nervous, and frequently highly musical."— iV^. Y. American. 

See also Charleston Mercury and Gazette— New-Tork Const^latlon-- 
Evening Post— Daily Advertiser— Gazette— Courier & Enquirer— Eve- 
ning Journal— Commercial Advertiser— Mercantile Advertiser— Atlas- 
Albany Evening Journal— Boston Statesman— Boston Courier, Ac. Ac 
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